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GRANVILLE DISTRICT SOCCER REFEREES ASSOCIATION Inc.

Association No: Y1061210

Minutes of General Committee Meeting
No: 02/2006

Venue: Merrylands Bowling Club

Date: 9th March 2006 commencing at approximately 7:30pm

1. Attendance & Apologies: As per record sheet.

2. Minutes of Previous Meeting – No 01/2006 on 9th February 2006

· Moved:
Amanda Davis


Seconded:  Barry Fairley

· In 11.3 11.5 & 11.6 should not have appeared.  

3. Branch Coach

3.1 NSWSRI Seminar on 25th February 2006.  Jeff McGeorge, Phil, John Kemp and I attended.

3.2 We have new DVD”S, and other information that we will give to the members. Most of this will be handed out on the compulsory seminar in March. We will also discuss the reports we received from the national coach, and the branch executive.

3.3 There are changes to the referees’ chart, and some instructions that we are to follow this year, especially about jewellery.

3.4 The inspectors and assessors meeting has been arranged with Geoff Leverton, and will be held on Wednesday 22 March. Any inspectors and referees willing to assist are invited to attend this meeting. Please advise Barry Fairley or me of your availability.

Granville Inspectors:  Garside Park, Wednesday 15/3/06 be there 7:15PM for 8:15 game. (Notebook, Pens, Stopwatch. You will be inspecting a NSW game. You must fill out a Running Sheet and Inspection Report, email this to cfyendle@tpg.com.au by Sat. 18/3/06

Meeting at Ted Burge Wed 22/3/06 at 7.30PM. We will discuss results and general assessments and inspections.

3.5 Dates have been arranged for the fitness test, and we would like to see as many people as possible attend, to show their commitment to being fit.

3.6 Agree after discussion to include a further fitness test.  Dates are as follows:

· 12th March, Sunday 8.30am Barton Park, North Parramatta

· 19th March, Sunday 8.30am Barton Park, North Parramatta

· 24th March, Friday – 6.30pm Daniel Street Park, Greystanes

· 26th March, Sunday 8.30am Barton Park, North Parramatta

· 31st March, Friday – 6.30pm Daniel Street Park, Greystanes

· 2nd April. Sunday – 8.30am Barton Park, North Parramatta

3.7 There have been some changes to the inspectors’ course, and we will notify you as soon as we can understand them, and receive some extra guidance from state executives.

3.8 Discussion on payment to Inspectors for upgrades classes for incoming referees.

3.9 Discussion on agenda for Seminar – law changes, procedures.  Saturday 25th March 1pm to 5pm.

4. Webmaster

4.1
Terms and Conditions of using the website have been added to clarify rights and legal aspects of using the website.  These can be found under "Members Information" on the main drop down menu and scrolling down to "Terms and Conditions".  Clicking on the item will display all the details of the terms and conditions of accessing our website and the use thereof.  It is important that members read these terms and conditions.

4.1 The online referees gear shop has been added to the website and we have had several members order equipment for the 2006 season already by this method.

4.2 Members and others can now order their referees gear directly online utilising an online order form with is transmitted to our friendly Equipment Officer.  The facility has a page indicating what is available, a price list and the electronic order form together with a separate Terms and Conditions of Equipment Sale page.  You can access this new Online Shop via the main page by clicking on the button in the middle of the page or via the main drop down menu system.  That is "Members Information" then the sub menu "Referees' Online Shop" then one of three sub menus: "Referees' Equipment", "Online Order Form" and "Terms and Condition of Sale".  Once and order is placed you get an acknowledgement that your order has been transmitted.

4.3 There have been several orders for the FIFA 2006 World Cup watch, which is at a very hot special price ($100) to members from our supplier and is well worth buying even if you keep it for a souvenir as it comes in its own special presentation tin.  Those who have ordered them should have them very shortly.

4.4 The watch was selected as the official referee watch for the 2006 FIFA World Cup Germany, which gets underway this coming June. It will be supplied to all referees officiating in the event. This is the first time in the history of the FIFA World Cup that a timepiece has been chosen as the official referee watch. CASIO intends for this watch, selected for the ultimate football competition, to be used by 2006 FIFA World Cup referees as well as referees of all levels of football competition, and therefore will offer this model to the general public in February.  In creating the PHYS RFT-100WC, CASIO brought together expertise cultivated through the development of a broad array of sport watches, incorporating the opinions of leading football referees and FIFA. The watch was designated as the official 2006 FIFA World Cup Germany™ referee watch on the strength of the following functionality: 

(a) With its ability to record stoppage time, the stopwatch function is ideal for football games.  There are two stopwatches at the top and bottom of the LCD. Press the button and the two watches will start to count the time simultaneously. If the game is stopped, simply pressing the button can stop the top watch, while the bottom watch will continue running. The stoppage time is indicated by the difference between the top and bottom watches, when the bottom watch reads forty-five minutes.

(b) The Start/Stop button is easy to operate and is designed to avoid error.

(c) The large LCD enables the referee to check the time at a quick glance even when on the move.

(d) The vibration function ensures that the referee is alerted when forty-five minutes have passed, even when the crowd is roaring.

4.6.
An interesting and useful document has been added to the "Referees Documents” section of the website.  There is an article for "Nutritional Guidelines For Football Referees".  It is well worth a read for new and experienced referees and can be found under the drop down menu bar under "Referees Documents" and then clicking on "Other Documents and Articles".  The article is in PDF format and can be printed off if so desired.  It is well worth a read and you help your fitness and diet by following it.


4.7
The Soccer NSW Youth League procedures for 2006 have been posted on our website and can be located under the "Referees Documents" section of the web site.  Clicking on the drop down menu “Members Information” sub menu “Referees Documents” and then clicking on “Other Documents and Articles” can find this.  The article is in PDF format and can be printed off by Youth League Panel referees for reference.

4.8.
Another "Weather" feature has been added to the bottom of the main entry page, which shows the local weather, conditions for our refereeing area.  If you click on the information you will receive a more detail report and forecast of the weather conditions.  This feature has been added to assist all members and together with the Bureau of Meteorology's 128 km Sydney Radar facility added last month should be of some benefit in assessing the conditions you will be refereeing under.

4.9
I encourage all those members who have re-joined for 2006 to do so as there are more games to cover this year and we need your services.  The 2006 membership form can be found under the drop down menu bar heading "Members' Information" and then clicking on "Membership Form".  Also it is available by clicking on the button on the main page.

4.10
Once again the forum has been very slow lately with only regulars participating.  Some days it is hardly used and I encourage you all to not just look but actually participate in the discussions and view some excellent material displayed in the forum.  Have a go and you will be surprised what goes on in there. 

4.11
Average Statistics for February 2006 have picked up a little even though it is still our off-season with only trial games happening.  The statistics are as follows:
· Average hits per hour – 110; Average hits per day – 2,653; Average files per day – 1,137; Average pages per day – 190; Average visits per day – 77; Average Kbytes per day – 26,727

4.12
Total hits for February 2006 are as follows:

· Total hits – 63,687 - Total files – 27,243 - Total pages – 4,541 - Total visits – 1,871 - Total Kbytes – 641,447

4.13
The forum continues to be the most used page closely followed by the laws of the game.  Countries Visiting Our Site (Traffic) in February 2006 are as follows:

· Australia – 81.37%; Ireland - 9.73%; UK – 4.87%; USA – 3.36%; Norway – 0.21%; New Zealand – 0.17%; Canada – 0.07%; France – 0.05%; Netherlands – 0.04%; Singapore – 0.04%; Germany – 0.03%; Saudi Arabia – 0.02%; Austria – 0.02%; Italy – 0.01%; Denmark – 0.01%

4.14
I would personally like to thank Lyn Nielsen for her assistance and encouragement in the setting up of the online shop for our members. It is nice to know that all the effort that goes into the website is appreciated from time to time and it is very rewarding when the facilities work and are used by members.  Suggestions, constructive criticism and ideas are always welcomed.

5. NSWSRI – 7th February 2006

5.1
Barry to ask NSWSRI for YL evaluation reports to be forwarded to Branches each month.

5.2
Soccer NSW still looking into judicial disciplinary/appeals committee draft documents.



A.  There are many appeals still outstanding from 2005



B    As there has been no action re the above process for some twelvemonths or more, most branches have no

                                   Confidence in Soccer NSW.



C.   Players on suspension if they re register with another team in another competition & or club in another 



       Competition they can play, ex. Soccer NSW

5.3
Due to the above NSWSRI will issue a letter of no confidence in the representative for us, Mr George Jackson of Soccer NSW.

5.4
Also a letter of withdrawal of ALL district officials to all State run games i.e., all Youth/L, Metro/L games etc. from 4/4/06 unless outstanding appeal etc have been resolved by that date.

5.5
Champion of Champions  & State League games will be paid on the day at the canteen only.



A.   Some new rules for these games already issued to branches.

5.6
Interchange in all All Age games now.

5.7
State Referee Coach applications close 10/3/06

5.8
Metro League goal kick now in the 6-yard goal area.

5.9
Law Charts. Reduced cost to branches.

5.10
Registration of Members to NSWSRI registrar by 6/6/06. See document issued Feb seminar.

5.11
Youth League evaluation sheets to be issued ASAP, clubs are slow to issue.

5.12
Any team wearing black, the referee is to stay in the official uniform colour. BLACK.


Some teams (Blacktown P/L) have a black strip with minor trim colours; they have all been told the referee is in black.

5.13
Some districts have over 45 competitions going & in for 2005.

5.14
Clarifications is requested on interchange at District Level.

5.15
Denis Ulutas. 1C
 Question: regardless of the offence?




 Answer:   No questions asked.


Jim Nicolau          Commonsense would prevail. Surely there are some checks in place.  

6.
GDSFA Judiciary

6.1 Hearings will be Thursday night, except second Thursday, which will be Wednesday at Auburn Soccer Club, Northumberland Street, Auburn.

6.2 There are 13 outstanding cases t be heard from 2005

6.3 Discussion with AM and D on their roles.

6.4
Charles Yendle. Please clarify which club with n address Auburn Soccer Club, Northumberland Ave Auburn. North side of Auburn railway station.

6.5
Automatic 1 week suspension for Red card.

7.
GDSFA General Meetings 22nd February 2006

7.1
President:

· Minutes of previous meeting accepted.

· Minutes of Presidents and Secretary’s meeting accepted.

· Rouse Hill Rams new club accepted by MC and clubs.

7.2
Secretary:

· In 2006 Zero Tolerance will continue; abuse and violence to referees, officials, players, managers, coaches and spectators or by these people will not be tolerated and dealt with severely as per last season.  All teams stood down in 2005 are welcome back into the competition providing the known troublemakers aren’t in any of the teams.

· Payments of club accounts are lagging behind; if any clubs are having trouble paying then they should contact the association who will try and work something out.

· Soccer NSW issued notices about not sharing water bottles or using sponges and water.  Health risks are too great and every player should have their own water bottle.

· Ropes must be noticeable so people don’t run into them or fall over them; it is especially important that running into them does not injure kids.

· The Presentation night will be Saturday September 2, 2006 at Dooleys, Lidcombe Catholic Club.  Maximum of 380 guests and price is the same as last year.  As before there will be a special guest entertainer.

· Team Official vest will be purchased by GDSFA; they will be lime in colour and available at the next general meeting.  Each team to provide an official however, for senior teams where everyone plays and they don’t have a manager, etc allowances will be made and the team are responsible for keeping themselves and their supporters in check.

· 2006 is possibly the last year of Sydney Branch in Soccer NSW so they wish to provide a presence and promote old competitions like the Metro. Cup and would like the associations to participate.  Sydney branch needs to be more active.

· Meeting with referees who offered to explain the law changes for 2006 to clubs.  It was suggest two sessions – one for the northern clubs and one for the southern clubs of the district.  A CD can be made available for interested clubs.  Some clubs agreed this was a good idea but I was not sure if it is going ahead and suggest that the secretary of GDSRA confirm details at the next GDSFA MC meeting.

· Many clubs are still looking for players to join teams (in most cases just a couple for each team to make them viable).

· There is a no smoking policy on the sidelines, which includes referees and other officials as per Soccer NSW directives.  No smoking is allowed within 10 metres of the field.  This may be difficult to police!

· GDSFA are looking at having a professional full time employee to manage the association’s affairs with staff (probably part time).  He/she will act as a general manager and also be responsible for marketing and bringing in sponsorship

7.3
Treasurer:

· Nil report as treasurer was not present at the meeting.

7.4
Vice President:

· Players still needing to appear from last year total 15 and these people will be asked to appear before the season starts at a judiciary session held before the season starts.

· Judiciary will be run with the same members each week if possible so as to have consistency in decisions.  Could clubs nominate people who can attend the judiciary on a regular basis?

· Judiciary meetings will be held on Thursday nights at the Auburn Soccer Club except for the 2nd Thursday of each month when it will be held on a Wednesday night.  This is because the club is booked on those Thursday nights.

· It is a FIFA ruling that every person sent from the field of play be stood down for a one-match period regardless if they get let off from the charge.

7.5
Ladies Delegate:

· There are the following girls teams applying to play in 2006:

U10 – six teams - U12 – eight teams - U14 – nine teams - U16 – seven teams - U19 – six teams.

· There is no Champion of champions for U19 ladies so a special competition may be organised for them with other associations.  Soccer NSW doesn’t have U19 ladies in the C of C’s.

· They would like more ladies teams to participate in the President’s Cup and in the State Cup.

· Looking to having Ladies Federation sides again for 2007 (job for new General Manager to organise) – U12’s, U14’s, U16’s U20’s and 1st Grade.  May have to join with an existing team to compete?

· No smoking at any ladies or girls games.

7.6
Registrar:

· Registration cards available if clubs need extras.

· Clubs to please be prompt for block registrations.  They need to come at their allocated time and not be late.

· Please use the excel block registration form on the web site the word document format was too large and has been removed.

· Young girls playing in ladies competitions are allowed to continue with that team as they did in 2005 however for all new registrations they must play in their appropriate age group; that is a girl turning 16 this year she must play in the under 16’s.  From 2007 no younger girls are to play outside their age group and play in Ladies competitions. 

7.7
Competition Secretary:

· Grading forms for this season to be at Tracey’s house by 7:00 pm Sunday night (26/02/2006).

· Teams must nominate ten players as required by the constitution.  One team with only nine on the form has been allowed.  Please ensure that this is done correctly and not as in previous years with numbers as low as seven or eight.

· More ladies have registered this year than in 2005.

7.8
GDSRA:

· Requested that Team Sheets when re-printed have a full A4 page for the referee’s portion as it is getting lost.  The MC thought that it would be better this year, as the forms aren’t going up the coast.  They agreed to have it A4 size when next printed though.

· Advised that if any club was having financial problems in paying referee’s fees then to contact GDSRA who will try and work something out.

· Advised that for trial games officials match fees would be 60% of normal fee.

· Clubs were reminded of the upcoming new referee’s course starting Monday March 6, 2006

· Clubs were advised that we were prepared to run sessions on the new law changes for 2006 and that a CD was available for them to view.  (I will put this up on site if GDSRA MC feels it would be of benefit) 

· GDSFA purchased 50 Law books from us (to be invoiced) at $15.00 per book.  One was given to each club present at the meeting.

· A discussion was had from the chair with regard to getting games off on time and even checking cards before the game so that the 1:00 pm and 3:00 pm games start on time and that we don’t have P/L 1st grade games kicking off at 3.30 pm.  It was suggested that more games should start at 8:30 am.  Not sure of the outcome and suggest that GDSRA secretary check with GDSFA MC at their next meeting.  However, it would be advantageous if we could have cards check earlier before the game and earlier starting times for games.

· Brought up having all Premier League names on team sheets and the GDSFA MC will discuss in conjunction with P/L clubs involved.

· Advised that we had about 60% of members returned so far.

· The football association will be giving GDSRA $50,000 up front to pay our referees and clubs won’t be ask to pay 50% up front for fees.  Clubs will still be billed of course.

7.9
General Business:

· Portable goal posts must be made secure at all times especially for roo-ball games.

· Clubs have been asked to provide teams for Parramatta FC to act as ball boys/girls walk out with the teams and play a game at half time in the 1st grade game.

· Motion from St Joseph’s that the Premier League competition has the same points system for both grades and change the Reserve grade to 3 points for a win from the current 2, etc. Lengthy discussion resulting in clubs worried about the effect on the challenge shield and that the Premier league was a squad.  Amended motion from Norwest that when doing the calculations the reserve grade points be halved.  Motion was carried that all points will be the same system and that Reserve grade points will be halved for the calculation of final totals.

8.
Liaison Officer

8.1
Nil.

9.
Equipment Officer

9.1
Utilise the website to order what you need. I will have it at the next meeting 

9.2
Thank you to the Webmaster for all that he has done to make it easier for you.

9.2
I can be contacted by email or telephone as well if you have any special requirements.

10. Appointments

10.1 First two rounds of Youth & Metro league completed and issued.  Received confirmation from all involved.

10.2 Lyn and Elliott are managing trial games.  Members are to contact them for games.

10.3 Received games from SNSW for AR on some state league games.

10.4 There are a few trial games this weekend 12/3/06. Please see Elliott tonight if you want games.

Valentine Park also has Senior games. Permission has been granted from NSW to officiate at these games

10.5
Games also on the throughout March.

10.6
60% of 2006 Fees is payable on the day.

11.
E&ESC

11.1 What is the date for the compulsory seminar? 25th March.  Waiting on club to confirm our booking.

11.2 Is the Inspectors’ report on the web?  CY to discuss with RB.

11.3 Discussion on errors in law books.

11.4 New course started last Monday. 28 attendees. May consider a further course in May restricted to 18 and over.

12.
Ordinary Members

12.1 Member concerned over not receiving summary of payments.  BH to advise AB of name and provide full summary for year to member.

12.2 Have all final been paid for YL?  AB believes so, but will check.

12.3 Discussion on purchase of substitution board.  Motion that GDSRA purchase. Count draw chair voted against, not carried.

12.4 Purchased by DV for GDSFA.

13.
Secretary

13.1 As at 23rd February 2006, received 106 membership forms.  88 of these are active.  There are still 100 active members from 2005 who have not yet renewed.

13.2 15th March is the final date before members who have not renewed their membership will be removed from the register of members.  Removal from the register will result in the loss of membership years.

13.3 Regarding item 3.7 Fitness Tests: Whilst this is not compulsory, you must complete the fitness test to be considered for a “Centre” to any of the following games:

13.3.1
Group “A”,

13.3.2
Youth League,

13.3.3
Metro League,

13.3.4
Soccer NSW Fixture,

13.3.4
Final Series (Honour Games), both G&DSFA and others,

13.4
With regards to G&DSFA Final Series, FIRST preference will be given to members who have completed a Fitness Test to appointments to higher graded games, such as Division 1 and Division 2.

14.
Treasurer

14.1 Received notice that cheque for NORWEST for $1065 has been dishonoured.  Another issued.

14.2 Another system found to Quickline.  More details to be provided.

14.3 Statement of expenses and income is being prepared.

14.4 Receipts for Membership are ready. Please see the treasurer after the meeting.

14.5 Still looking into queries for Y/L from 2005

15.
Assistant Secretary

15.1
Nil.

15.
General Business

16.1
Wilf. F.             Who is circulating evaluation sheets this year? They will be available at the seminar. 

16.2
Clarification of reimbursement for expenses is still under discussion by the MC. This includes Inspectors.

16.3
Jim Nicolau.    We are endeavouring to have the same referee that is doing the afternoon games to do the Inspection in the morning so that referee does not incur any extra expenses.

16.4
Charles Yendle. There has not been a good result from the survey. Please take the time to complete the survey. We need to know what it is you want and if we a travelling in the right direction.

16.5
Phillip Thomas. Membership Forms. Information there needs to be correct and updated i.e. Grade you are playing

16.6
Thomas Easton.  What is the criterion if you only have access to email at work? The AO will contact you by phone

16.7
Joe Rovella.       The seminar is compulsory as there are several law changes that need to be discussed. There are several incentives. Every financial member will have the chance to win a FIFA World Cup watch. Also every active member will receive a re-useable notebook. 

16.8
Seminar is 25th March at Merrylands Bowling Club at 1:00PM – 4:00PM and is compulsory.

16.9
Nick Backo
Will Y/L be played that day? The problem is being looked at. 

16.10
Phil Thomas 
 If you make yourself available for GDSRA from April you must be there not referee in another Association.

Raffle drawn

Winners:
Steve Courtney and Mark Crouch.

Meeting Closed 8.30PM 

Next General Meeting 13th April 2006
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