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1908 - 2008

GRANVILLE DISTRICT SOCCER REFEREES ASSOCIATION Inc.

Association No: Y1061210

Minutes of General Meeting
No: 06/2009
Venue: Merrylands Bowling Club

Date: 9th July 2009 commencing at approximately 7:00pm

1. Attendance and Apologies: As per sheet.
2. Junior’s Section begins at 7.00pm.

3. Issue 13 year old members.

· We have received a letter from Football NSW regarding 13 year old members. This letter is quoted below in full.  In essence, we have exceeded our authority by not allowing 13 year old members to act as a referee and that the matter is to be rectified immediately.  In order to conform to our parent bodies’ requirement, and in order to avoid yet another Special General Meeting on the subject, your management committee has decided to do the following:

· Commence appointing 13 year old members to act as referees on suitable games. 

· Seek a motion of support for this action at the July general meeting 

· Should such a motion not be carried then we would immediately cease appointing 13 year old members as referees and notify Football NSW of same. 

· If the motion is carried, propose a formal constitution amendment at the annual general meeting later this year. 

· A majority of the management committee agreed that we have no choice but to comply with Football NSW’ stated requirements and the risk of sanctions being imposed upon us is too great to ignore.

3.1 Motion sought from the Members endorsing the following decision taken by the Committee.

MOTION: We commence appointing 13 year olds immediately and await ratification by the members at the July General Meeting. Communication of the correspondence from FNSW is to be sent to all members within the next week.

Constitution amendment to be proposed at AGM 2009

· Motion Carried

4. Branch Coach
4.1 I have e-mailed the short form of evaluations to the referees. These are the coaches and managers comments. Any comments please contact me. These sheets assist us to help you. Please hand them out to both teams at each game, and use the five line sheets.

4.2 Inspections are still progressing.

4.3 Where the grounds are slippery, be stricter on careless tackles. I still hear comments from players that I got the ball first, the law chart does not mention the ball, only that you will penalize if the tackle is careless or reckless. The law chart does not mention intent in these tackles either.

4.4 I am still getting reports where referees let too much go in the ladies games. The law chart does not differentiate between the sexes. A hand ball is a hand ball, and a careless tackle is a careless tackle.

4.5 Let us hope that we get some better weather for rest of the season.
5.
E&ESC
5.1
Club course may be held at Norwest, waiting for approach from club.

5.2
Auburn Migrant course may be arranged, but subject to Approach and funding.

5.3
Presentations about

· the Assistant Referee

· Q&A’s on general issues

· Protection of Ars by the Referee

· By Don Jordan on involving the Police (000) concept of “Report of Incident” verses laying charges and appearing in court.

6
Webmaster

6.1
Not much to add this month as I have been busy doing what I am paid to do and haven’t been unable to devote much time to adding any resources.

6.2
The forum has been modified and updated with new categories and boards added. A new category called “Refereeing in Action” has been added.  Boards have been re-located under more relevant categories and two new boards have been added.  These are:

· Feedback - If you have any comments regarding the GDSRA Website and/or Forum please post them here.

· Incidents - Discuss Incidents that happened in games.

6.3
The forum is slower than last month although a few guests have made comments about games and the attitude of players towards each other and referees.  It is good to see that the guests are actually supporting referees unlike some comments in the football forum where there has been a little bit of ref bashing.  The football forum also has many supporting us too.  The lack of action more often in the forum is a continuing disappointment to me and it really is a shame that more members are not suing it.  We sometimes get a couple of lookers but they don’t participate.

6.4
Is there anything I can do to improve the website resources?  Please let me know what features you feel are good and what needs to be removed.  I need some ideas so I would appreciate some suggestions from the membership. 
6.5
Average Statistics for June 2009 are down on last month another disappointment especially since the website was offline for awhile.  Once again I can state that there is much more use by our overseas visitors of our website resource than there is in Australia.  The statistics for June are as follows:
· Average hits per hour – 143

· Average hits per day – 3,432

· Average files per day – 2,387

· Average pages per day – 364

· Average visits per day – 136

· Average Kbytes per day – 75,440

· Total hits for May 2009 are as follows:

· Total hits – 102,964

· Total files – 71,628

· Total pages – 10,937

· Total visits – 4,083

· Total Kbytes – 2,263,209

· “Laws of the Game 2008-2009” was the most visited page followed by “Referee’s Fitness Guide”, “Online Shop”, “Committee, 2009 Handbook”, “Updates”, “Referee Reports”, “Web Games”, “Offside”, “Link”, “Photo Gallery”, “Online Appointments Instructions”, “Law Questions”, “Privacy Policy”, Terms and Conditions of Website Use”, “Law Guides”, “Referee Grading and Site Map.

6.6
Countries Visiting Our Site (Traffic) in June, 2009 are as follows:

· Australia – 48.59% - down 2.45% on May

· Ireland – 31.57%

· Russia – 9.91%

· Great Britain (UK) – 8.60%

· Romania – 0.31% - Denmark – 0.27% - Netherlands – 0.24% - Canada – 0.18% - United States – 0.13% - Switzerland – 0.13% - Brazil – 0.11% - Greece – 0.10% - Poland – 0.10% - Norway – 0.08% - New Zealand – 0.08% - Croatia – 0.07% - France – 0.06% - India – 0.05% - Germany – 0.05% - Czech Republic – 0.04 - Iceland – 0.04% - Italy – 0.04% - Pakistan – 0.04% - New Zealand – 0.06% - South Africa – 0.03% - Bulgaria – 0.03% - Macedonia – 0.03%

6.7
Once again there are some new countries using our website as a resource and it is sad to see that the numbers for Australia are down 2.45% from the month from May.  Irish use is has again increased and I thank Paddy and his mates for continuing to utilise our resource.  UK visits are down but it is their off season and Russian use has gone up dramatically.  Greece has maintained its use and it is pleasing that other countries find our website interesting.  Now all we have to do is to get our members to use it more!

7.
Referees Administration Group – 7th July 2009
7.1 Discussion on:
· Appointments

· MPO

· Finances

· Register
· Regarding, discussion on stats and national qualifications

· Wagga and Eastern Suburbs issues.

8
GDSFA Judiciary

8.1
Nil.
9
G&DSFA General Meeting – 24th June 2009
9.1
Clubs voted to extend date for borrowing players up to and including Round 14 games 

9.2
Michael tabled a document outlining clubs with outstanding invoices to GDSRA - stated 50% were 30+ days overdue 

9.3
A number of clubs said they hadn't received the invoices - I advised they were (by default) sent to the Club Secretary unless the club had specified someone-else such as the club treasurer 

9.4 Agreed that GDSRA Treasurer should 'cc GDFSA' on all invoices to clubs - Michael said he would then put into his calendar to follow up with clubs once they were overdue - action James Ken Bray advised he had repeatedly asked for GDSRA to invoice GDSFA for the levy amount but he still hadn't received an invoice - action James.
10.
Liaison Officer

10.1
Nil.
11.
Equipment Officer

11.1
Nil.
12.
Minutes of Previous General Meeting 05/2009 of 11th June 2009
· Moved: Brooke Payne Seconded Richard Baker
12.1
Matters Arising: 5.9 from June minutes
13.
Ordinary Members

13.1
Nil.
14.
Secretary

14.1
Two nominations for position of Chairman of the E&ESC John Gates and John Kemp so ballet required.
14.2
Chairman read out a prepared speech by for John Gates as he was not present. John Kemp delivered a verbal presentation. Ballet took place and John Kemp announced to fill role as Chairman of the E&ESC.
15.
Treasurer

15.1
To deliver a verbal presentation.
16
Member Protection Officer

16.1
Incidents have occurred and reported to MPO for GDSFA and Football NSW.
17.
Incidents

17.1
Sen/1 Greystanes on 2nd May 2009, abuse against a junior Match Official (AR).  Sent to GDSFA and Football NSW seeking advice if this is an MPO matter and what action needs to be taken.

17.2
U16 Super Youth League involving Schofields on 3rd May. Sent to Football NSW.

17.3
O35/2 – Game abandoned and Referee threatened

17.4
U11/4 - Game abandoned, abuse to Referee

17.5
AAM/6 Auburn Vs Greystanes – 13th June abandoned violence

17.6
AAM/2 Parramatta City Vs Greystanes – 13th June abandoned violence

17.7
U18/1 Greystanes Vs Guildford County – 13th June abandoned violence

17.8
AAM/10 Pendle Hill Vs St Josephs – 13th June abandoned violence – not a GDSRA official

17.9
Dundas U15/3 on 20th June 2009 – Norwest Vs Dundas – Abuse against a match official (offender suspended from all soccer activities till 31.12.2009)
18.
General Business

18.1
Presentation of badges and assessment reports.
18.2
Brad Mitchell

18.3
Philip Thomas

18.4
Jeff McGeorge
Meeting Closed 21:36  Next General Meeting 13th August 2009
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