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GRANVILLE DISTRICT SOCCER REFEREES ASSOCIATION Inc.

Association No: Y1061210

Minutes of General Committee Meeting
No: 01/2006

Venue: Merrylands Bowling Club

Date: 9th February 2006 commencing at approximately 7:30pm

1. Attendance & Apologies: As per record sheet. 

2. Minutes of Previous Meeting – No 07/2004 on 11th August 2005

· Moved:
Amanda Davis


Seconded: Ian Welch   

3. President

3.1
Format for general meetings.

3.2 After the AGM there were 2 very bad letters attacking the MC of which part were founded. Since receiving these I have done a lot of research about the proper running of the meetings. From now on if you wish to speak please raise your hand, give your name and then speak. When a person has the floor they will be the only one to speak.

3.3 Jac van Bruinessan apologies for speaking out of turn at the AGM 2005.

3.4 Geoff Leverton- if the Chairman rises all discussion ends.

3.3
Presentation of Presidents Award:  Matthew Lodden – held over from 205 AGM

4. Branch Coach

4.1
Attending NSWSRI Seminar on 25th February 2006, 12.30 to 8.30pm, with Jeff McGeorge.


Year noted and changed

5. Webmaster

5.1
The website has been given a new presentation for 2006 with a new home page which should suit most browsers.  Screen size is suitable for 800x600 pixels or greater.  I wasn't totally happy with my last attempt so here is my newest keep it simple approach.  I have added three thumbnail pictures of members towards the bottom of the page, which can be clicked on to see a larger view of the image.  I will be changing these three pictures from time to time and if members have other photographs please send them to me and I will put them up on the front page and in the "Photo Gallery".  All the existing pages can still be accessed from the drop down menu bar at the top of the page.  It has also been designed to display better on old 15" monitors for those members who have old equipment.  A privacy policy has been added to the website; it was always there but wasn’t linked (an oversight on my part).  I would welcome feedback as to what the members think about the new layout, colours, etc.  If you have any suggestions and changes you would like incorporated please let me know.  I am still working towards designing a different and more useful website in the future and this will be ongoing.  Comments please would be much appreciated.

5.2 I am also working towards have a facility for ordering referees equipment online which may generate us some revenue from other Associations around the country.  This should be running sometime in February, 2006

5.3 The links page has been updated to include some new links and the removal of some defunct and removed sites.  The links page includes two new links "Australian Soccer Referees Federation (NSW Division)" and "Kanga sport (Referee's Clothing and Accessories)".  To view the changes and new links you can go to the drop down menu bar and click on "Links" then click on "Links to External Sites".

5.4 A "Wet Weather" button has been added to the home page and to the drop down menu bar.  Clicking on this button links members to the Bureau of Meteorology's 128 km Sydney Radar page.  The button is located on the left hand side of the home page.  You can visit this added facility by clicking on the button on the "Home Page", going to "Members' Information" then clicking on "Wet Weather" (It is also located under the "Links" menu too)

5.5 A couple of interesting and useful documents have been added to the "Referees Documents section of the website.  There is an article for "Refereeing your first match" and "How to be an effective Assistant Referee".  These are well worth a read for new and experienced referees and can be found under the drop down menu bar under "Referees Documents" and then clicking on "Other Documents and Articles".  The articles are in PDF format so you will need an Adobe Reader or other PDF reader to view them.

5.6 The 2006 membership form is now online for members to renew their membership or new people wishing to join and become referees.  The form can be found under the drop down menu bar heading "Members' Information" and then clicking on "Membership Form".  Also it is available by clicking on the button on the main page.

5.7 The latest version of the GDSRA Constitution and By-Laws has been added to the website.  It can be found under the drop down menu bar heading "Members' Information" sub menu "Referees Documents" sub sub menu "Referees Reports” and then clicking on "Referees' Reports" and the Word Symbol next to "GDSRA Constitution Document".

5.8 The first Referees Course for 2006 has been added to the website.  In 2006, GDSRA will be holding a number of courses for people who wish to become soccer referees, ‘club’ referees or just want to learn and understand the laws of the game.  Lectures are on Monday nights March 6, March 13 and March 20 with the examination on Monday March 27.  There is a night on Monday April 3, 2006 for providing details on the GDSFA local procedures.  The venue will be at Baulkham Hills Sports Club (Renown Road, Baulkham Hills - Opposite Ted Horwood Reserve) and will run from 7:00 pm to 9:30 pm.

5.9 There will be a nominal charge of $35.00 for the course and all attendees will receive the latest FIFA Law Book and the FIFA video on the Laws of the Game together with lecture notes and a certificate of completion if the course is passed.  For further information contact John Kemp: 0412200541 or e-mail: john.kemp@hp.com.  Details of the laws of the game and questions and answers on these laws are available on our GDSRA web site together with a flyer for the course.

5.10 The November 10, 2005 AGM Minutes are now available in the "Meetings" section of the web site.  This can be found under "Members Information" on the main drop down menu (on the Home Page) and scrolling down to the sub menu "Meetings" and clicking on it.

5.11 Under our Law Questions and Answers page has been added a PowerPoint Slide Presentation on Referees Positioning - "Proper Positioning" which shows examples of referees getting in the proper position to view incidents that may happen.  Clicking on “Laws” on the drop down menu and then “Law Questions” can find this on the sub menu and "Law Question's Page" on the sub sub menu.  It is well worth a look for the alternative positions that the referee can go to view a situation.

5.12 The forum has been very slow lately with only regulars participating.  This is to be expected during our off season but should pick up a little now that trial games are in progress and when Youth League starts in March.  It would be nice if more members participated in discussions and viewed some of the excellent material presented by posters.  Check it out and get involved in some lively discussions.

5.13 Average Statistics for January 2006 are fairly low as it is our off season and are as follows:
· Average hits per hour – 71

· Average hits per day – 1,721

· Average files per day – 612

· Average pages per day – 126

· Average visits per day – 60

· Average Kbytes per day – 14,901

5.14
Total hits for January 2006 are as follows:

· Total hits – 51,637

· Total files – 18,388

· Total pages – 3,797

· Total visits – 1,811

· Total Kbytes – 447,033

5.15
The forum continues to be the most used page closely followed by the laws of the game.

5.16
Countries Visiting Our Site (Traffic) in January 2006 are as follows:

· Australia – 87.01%

· Ireland - 5.57%

· USA – 4.47%

· UK – 2.31%

· New Zealand – 0.21%

· Singapore – 0.12%

· France – 0.08%

· Canada – 0.06%

· Germany – 0.04%

· Hungary – 0.03%

· Belgium – 0.02%

· Netherlands – 0.02%

· Indonesia – 0.02%

· Saudi Arabia – 0.01%

· Italy – 0.01%

· Norway – 0.01%

· Greece – 0.01%

5.17
It is good to see some different countries visiting our site for the first time.  It is nice to know that other parts of the football world find our site of some use to them.

6. NSWSRI – 7th February 2006

6.1
Congratulations to our Youth League Panel on the award. What a great job. 

6.2
Jewellery- SRI Policy - No players are to wear any jewellery whatsoever. No taping of wedding bands or earring is allowed. Referees are to remove their jewellery as well. Only watches can be worn.

6.3
Jewellery – GDSFA-The only jewellery that players will be allowed during the 2006 season will be flat wedding bands. No jewellery is to be taped.

There is a Branch Coaches meeting coming up and our President will discuss with other branches as to how they are handling this issue. At our conference in March we should have a better idea of where we stand.


Geoff Leverton - FFA held a workshop in November for all States. They have stated explicitly “No jewellery at all”. A sweatband is the only thing that is acceptable.   


Phil Thomas – English Premier League players are allowed to wear wedding bands.


Ian Welch – Ruling applies to State Level not District Level


John Kemp- GDSFA needs to clarify their definition of jewellery. Eg: metal, rubber, leather, etc


Steve Courtney – If the FFA says “no jewellery” then we should be very careful on how we handle this.


Amanda Davis – GDSFA directive has gone out to all Clubs


James Zmiejiewski – Are glasses classed as jewellery – Directive from the President – No, you may wear your glasses.


President – 


Unknown -  Religious jewellery is not allowed.


President – A medical bracelet is the only thing allowed.


Allan Hands – Who in the referees Association cannot remove their rings. We may lose some of our senior referees because of this ruling 


President - At this point in time we have directives from NSWSRI, GDSFA, and FFA. Let’s wait for an outcome


7.
GDSFA Judiciary

7.1
Held on a Thursday night at this stage. Held at Auburn Soccer Club. This may change.

7.2
Referees reports to be lodged no later than 6.30PM Sunday night. 

7.3
Reports to go to Judiciary delegates, President  & Secretary.

7.4
If witnesses are to be called the Referees must be informed.

7.5
All Judiciary decisions must be ratified by GDSFA MC the following Monday night.

7.6
GDSRA is now revisiting the Sentence List that was sent out.

8.
GDSFA General Meetings

8.1
First meeting will be 22nd February 2006, delegates are Richard Baker and James Dolahenty.

8.1
Season commences 1/4/2006.  18 Rounds.  No play over the Easter weekend & Anzac Day

8.2
Jewellery was discussed. Geoff Leverton – discuss Jewellery – moved to NSWSRI

8.3
Premier League reserves will be discussed at GDSFA P/L meeting

8.4
Ladies games are being refereed as a game of football. Those that do not will not be appointed.

8.5 
John Kemp & Brett Hunt. Zero tolerance to violence. All clubs are aware. Eg pitch invasions, fighting, etc.


This discussion deferred to the conference
9.
Liaison Officer

9.1
With the current weather we have had and the pending forecast for tonight and tomorrow the wisest course of action is to postpone the BBQ until the New Year.  Could you please advise all members that a new date will be set in the coming weeks.

9.2
Suggestion from the President. Hold the BBQ – get together a week or two after Grand Finals.
10.
Equipment Officer

10.1
On Line order Form will be available. Orders placed will be available for pick up at the following GM or by arrangement

10.2
Still looking into polo shirts

11.
Appointments

11.1 First YL trials began Sunday 30th at Lidcombe Oval with Parramatta Star and Nepean Penrith

11.2 Kellyville 6 a side 2 weeks to go

11.3 Corp. Games on in March.  Interested persons please contact Lyn Nielsen or me.

11.4 Youth League trial games commenced Sunday 30th January.

11.5 Database billing still a problem.

11.6 A: transfer of info from Treasurer to Apt Of, program to be written to simplify, only changes sent.  B: mailing refs same, program to be written to simplify so we don’t have to print each referee separately.

11.7 Imperative referees notify all changes from original appointments to Appointments Officer by 8pm Sunday night.

11.8 Every Saturday in March there are trials in March at Ray Marshall. Please advise Phil if you are interested.

11.9 Referees fees for trials in Granville are now 60% of normal match fee

12
E&ESC

12.1
The new candidate’s course has been booked at Baulkham Hills Sport Club on the following dates:
· Mon 06 Mar 

· Mon 13 mar 

· Mon 20 Mar 

· Mon 27 Mar (exam night) 

· Mon 03 Apr (local procedures) - after Rnd 1

· It may be possible to move the last session to another night in the previous week if we want to get the candidates out for round 1 - something to be reconsidered later.

· In the next few days, I will finalise a poster re the course for distribution to all clubs via Joe and Mike Briggs.

· I have also advise Phil Udayan (Castle Hill) we will not be able to run a full course at Fred Caterson in parallel, as he had requested.

12.2
Priority is Inspections. E&ESC to co-ordinate with ASC.

12.3
High % of members that are wanting to upgrade.

Jim Nicolau – main priority this year is to have all members badged this year. We will need assistance from Senior Referees with this. Please advise Jim of your availability.

12.4
Fitness tests are not compulsory however; if you want a higher-grade games and the Finals series it may well be necessary. If you want to be a good referee then fitness is a must. We’d like to see your commitment

12.5
There will be an education session at all meetings. If there is anything new to be reported then we will have a formal session. If not there will be an informal discussion on what has been happening in your refereeing.

12.6
If you want to do Youth League then you must do the fitness test.

12.7
Barry Fairley is compiling a list of Inspectors or those wanting to become inspectors. Please have your names to him tonight

12.8
Richard Baker – Is it true that Referees will need to upgrade their Class 1 every few years.


Geoff Leverton – There are changes coming but let’s wait until we see what the outcome is. We have not received any formal paper work regarding the changes.

12.9
Charles Yendle – There is a survey out this year. Please make sure that you fill this in. Your ideas are needed to advance this Association. You are the members. Have your say. Deadline for these surveys will be the next meeting. 2nd week in March.

12.10
Geoff Leverton – was my help of any use last year on inspecting YL referees.


Phil Thomas – Yes very valuable. On your advice several referees were either moved up or moved back depending on your reports and their ability


Nicholas Backo – Your time was very valuable and greatly appreciated. Your advice invaluable. Thank you for your efforts. 

13.
Ordinary Members

13.1
Look into the purchase of our own substitute numbers for P/L Grand Final

13.2
Discussion on the consequences of assault on our referees.

14.
Secretary

14.1 2006 membership forms returning slowly

14.2 In order to be a member you must put in a Membership Form and have monies paid by 15th March

14.3 Jeff, Andrew and I attended a special meeting on 24th November 2005, with the Executive of GDSFA to discuss issues for 2006, very information and worth while

14.4 Jeff and I attended the GDSFA meeting on Wednesday 1st February 2006, for Presidents & Secretaries’

15.
Treasurer

15.1
We have received funds from Norwest.

15.2
Accounts still to be finalised from 2005

15.3
Request purchase of MYOB up to date software. Contact Paul Micallef to utilise GDSFA first.

16.
Assistant Secretary

16.1
Nil.

17.
General Business

17.1
Nicholas Backo – From the Juniors Meeting.


A lot of juniors had no idea who to contact when needing assistance. Check the website.


Appointments – Talk to Phil Thomas send him an email.


Inspections - On your application form there is a space for Upgrades. Please fill it in. 


Brett Hunt - 
  Ordinary Members are here to help you. If you have problems with your appointments,                    
                  your refereeing anything we are here to help. Introduced himself and James.

17.2
The President - Clarified the position of the Ordinary Members and their role

17.2      Richard Baker: Committee Members Photos can be put on the website. 

17.4
Geoff McManus - Clarification of short goal kicks and corner kicks. E&EC to clarify at seminar, perhaps


  refer back to GDSFA

17.5
Deniz Ulutas - Clarification of certain dress by some religions. There is a directive from NSW. This will be

 circulated at the next meeting. 

17.6
Salim Moussa – 

17.7
Brett Hunt – what is the rule if the ladies are injured? Don’t touch them, call a trainer on

17.8 
Wilf Filiiczyk
   



17.9
Presentation of Class 2 Certificate to Glenn Leach.

17.10
Presentation of Recognition of 10th Anniversary. John Armstrong

17.11
John Kemp - 
For those people involved in clubs please remind them that there is a new Candidates


 Course starting the 6th March at Baulkham Hills Sports Club

Raffle drawn

Winners:
Lyn Nielsen, Ian Welch

Meeting Closed 9:00PM 

next meeting 9th March 2006
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