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GRANVILLE DISTRICT SOCCER REFEREES ASSOCIATION Inc.

Formed in 1908 
Association No: Y1061210

Minutes of General Committee Meeting No: 02/2007

Venue: Merrylands Bowling Club - Date: 8th March commencing at approximately 7:30pm

1. Attendance & Apologies: As per attendance sheet

Jeff McGeorge has sent his apologies. He is at an appeals meeting tonight with one of our junior referees.
2.
Branch Coach

2.1
We trust that you are all getting your fitness level up as the season is fast approaching.

2.2 The dates for the fitness test are advertised and I recommend that you do the fitness test.

2.3 Remember the fitness test is required for youth to do Youth League, Premier League, 1st division 18 – AA as well as any honour games.

2.4 Please attend the seminar on Saturday 17 March 2007 here at Merrylands Bowling club.  This seminar is compulsory so that we can keep you up with rule changes, how the association runs as well as some refereeing tips.
2.5 JK has give us a copy of the DVD of the 1999 World Cup
3
E&ESC

3.1
Attached please find an order for 100 of each L5 & L4 participant’s workbooks. Please email the invoice to our secretary Joe Rovella - jrovella@bigpond.com.  These are not urgent - I need them for our next course, which starts Tue 27th February. You can post them to me at 10A Coleman Ave, Carlingford 2118. Alternatively, I will be at the NSWSRI seminar this Sat at West Ryde - if Richard or yourself are attending, maybe I could just pick them up there. Feel free to contact me if any issues.

3.2
Youth League inspections are with Jim Nicolaou

3.2
New Candidates Course

· Course commences next Tuesday 27th Feb at Club Merrylands.  Currently have 33 enrolled, which includes 12 females. Expect to start with around 40 at the course after the usual late minute rush and people just walking in the door on the night. Noted that funded education sessions re the Auburn migrant integration grant have been put on hold – to be reconsidered/scheduled for later in the year.  FFA training materials for the course were ordered and have been received

3.3
Training Materials

· Ron Beaumont advised at NSWSRI seminar that it would not be compulsory for branches to use the FFA material in 2007.  JK and RB yet to finalise review of the FFA C3 course materials. Current plan is to present the C3 material in stages as part of the monthly E&ESC sessions, and then have all people who commenced refereeing seniors during the year attend 1-2 compulsory sessions in Sept as follow-up and re-enforcement.

· JN & JB yet to review the FFA C2 course materials as above. Current plan is to continue using existing material or May 07 sessions. Use of FFA material will be subject to facilities available at selected venue. E&EC members to advise JK of what training DVDs they currently have (so a master list can be put together). Extra copies of the DVDs to be sourced (either ordered from FFA @ $5.00ea or locally copied, depending on effort/volume).

3.4
Assessments/Upgrades

· Phil has discussed with Ian and agreed process to schedule games and appoint assessors. This will be confirmed and tuned between themselves in first few weeks of the season. List of currently qualified assessors tabled.

· PT to contact other senior members re availability to attend NSWSRI Assessors course, or act as mentors. President agreed that any NSWSRI cost for attending Assessors course would be borne by Association. Noted that proposal to pay assessors $15.00 for each completed assessment is to voted on by members at the next GM Assessors Meeting:  Mon 26th March (JK to confirm room availability with Merrylands). To increase the availability of senior assessors for afternoon games, proposed that PL 1st grade referee be allocated to undertaken a 1:00pm assessment (on PL Res or adjacent field) rather than just act as Assistant on PL Res. Maybe only every 2nd week and subject to individual agreement. Upgrade requests being collated by Phil and matched to existing records. Priority list will be prepared based on requests and outstanding assessments (ie badging, class upgrades, etc).

3.5
General

· Fitness Test: scheduled as follows:

· Fri 23rd & 30th March: Daniel St @06:30pm

· Sun 25th Mar & 01st Apr: Barton Pk @08:30am

· If you want to Referee at the highest level you must complete the fitness test.

· Fitness test diagram will be handed out at the seminar.

· Seminar – draft agenda prepared, JK to circulate to MC & E&ESC for comment and to finalise. Will determine date for 2nd seminar based on need, probably mid April. 
· General - Jim welcomed everyone to the meeting, and outlined his high level plan for E&ESC for 2007:

· Continue focus on inspections and assessments. In this regard, Phil Thomas has accepted the role to co-ordinate inspections with Ian Welch (Appointments Officer)

· JK will continue to take the lead on organising new candidate and crash courses, with the whole team involved in delivery of them.

· JN & JB will be lead for Class 1 & 2 upgrades.

3.6
Here is the summary from first week of last night's course:  Jun     Sen Male    13      8       1xNo Female    6     4       1xNot sure Total = 33 attendees, 31 will become referees.

3.7
There is a new course starting two weeks after the current course is finished in the Auburn Council Area

3.8
It is good to see a few of our members attending the ASRF training at Lidcome.

3.9
The costs involved in sending a member out for their Class 1 & 2 upgrades is $85.00 and $65.00 - $70.00 respectively.  This cost is borne by the member himself or herself.

3.10
The E&ESC and Appointments will liaise with each other to get as many people inspected and upgraded as possible this year.
· Juniors retire to their Session

2. Minutes of Previous Meeting – No 01/2007 on 8th February 2007

· Moved:
Amanda Davis


Seconded: Jim Nicolaou

· Item 3.7 Should read dates to be advised

· Item 11.  Should read $55.00 

4.1
Matters arising:

5.
Webmaster

5.1
All you need to unravel the offside laws - a page has been added to the website explaining Law 18 - The Offside Rule in simple terms.  It can be found by clicking on the button on the main page and also under the "Laws" drop down menu and then the sub menu "Law Questions" followed by clicking on "Offside Made Simple".  

5.2
Details of Referees' Reimbursements for 2007 have been added under the "Referees' Documents" link.  Access can also be obtained under the "Members Information" drop down menu and then clicking on "Referees Fees 2007".  These referees' payments are as approved by the board of Soccer NSW on October 23, 2006 and cover all competitions within the State.  Please note that Division 2 and Division 3 in State League have been changed to Conference League North and Conference League South with Referees Fees to be charged at Division 2 rates.   

5.3
Details of the Football Federation Australia's Referees Classifications have been added to the web site under the "Referees' Documents" link.  There are now 5 Levels of Referees.  Access is obtained under the the "Members Information" drop down menu and then the sub menu "Referees Documents" followed by the sub sub menu "Other Documents and Articles".  You can then click on the "PDF symbol" to view the information.  You can also click on the appropriate button on the "home page".

5.4
A new feature has been added to the web site which consists of some interactive games for people to play on the web.  Whilst this only may prove to be useful and relevant to our Junior Members perhaps some of the young at heart will be drawn in by them and get hooked on some of the games.  There are five soccer (football) games and seven other games for your enjoyment.  Other games maybe added when time permits and if the feature is accepted.  To access the web games facility go to the drop down menu "Members Information" and the sub menu "General" and then the sub sub menu "Web Games".

5.5
The changes in the laws set down by the 2006 IFAB meeting relevant to our 2007 season have been added to the website in two forms:

(a)
A document describing the changes.  This can be found by clicking on the appropriate button on the front page.

(b)
A PowerPoint Presentation from the NSW State Coach, Steve Fenech. This can also be found by clicking on the appropriate button on the front page.

5.6
A reminder to all about our new appointments system:


For information on how to access and set up your information for the new GDSRA Appointments System we have added a PowerPoint Presentation to assist all members.

To access the operating instructions to the new Appointments System go to the drop down menu "Members Information" and then the sub menu "Appointments" and then the sub menu "Operating Instructions".  You will then be taken to a PowerPoint Presentation which will take you through the steps of logging in, entering your details, availability, etc.

An easier way to go straight to these instructions is to click on the button (Appoint. Instructions) on the left hand side of the home page of the website.

If you still have any problems in setting up your details please our Appointments Officer, Ian Welch.

5.7
The forum has picked up a little and in an effort to generate more interest I am looking at a chat room facility as well.  At the moment I am experimenting and if you look at the forum you will see a little “chat” icon at the top.  Clicking on this will take you to the chat room.  To log on just type in any username you wish to be known by.

Please note that being a java driven applet it does like high security devices such as firewalls.  So if it does work try lowering the protection or turn off your firewall.

As only a few regulars use the forum and it would appear that most people are more interested in other good forums such as “AusRef”, “Corsham Referees” and the “UK FA Referees Discussion” site I am finding harder and harder to justify keeping it running and spend time moderating it.  I will wait until the season starts and see if it picks up again.  I repeat do members wish the facility to remain?  Would it cause any dramas if I remove it?  Will a chat room facility be used?

5.8
Average Statistics for February 2007 are up considerably from the last two months.  The statistics are as follows:

•
Average hits per hour – 134

•
Average hits per day – 3,235

•
Average files per day – 1,833

•
Average pages per day – 239

•
Average visits per day – 111

•
Average Kbytes per day – 54,553

5.9
Total hits for February 2007 are as follows:

•
Total hits – 90,603

•
Total files – 51,350

•
Total pages – 6,714

•
Total visits – 3,114

•
Total Kbytes – 1,490,137

“Online Shop” is the most used page, followed by “Online Appointments”, “2007 Law Changes PowerPoint”, “Law Changes 2007”, “New Referees Course”, “Web Games”, “Ground Locations” and then “Links”.

5.10
Countries Visiting Our Site (Traffic) in February 2007 are as follows:

Australia – 72.53%; Ireland – 13.81%; United States – 9.47%; Japan – 0.88%; New Zealand – 0.76%; Great Britain (UK) – 0.68%; France – 0.44%; Italy – 0.29%; Turkey – 0.21%; Hong Kong – 0.21%; Canada – 0.11%; Norway – 0.10%; Philippines – 0.07%; India – 0.07%; Portugal – 0.06%; China – 0.05%; Singapore – 0.04%; Ethiopia – 0.04%; Iran – 0.03%; Croatia – 0.03%; Germany – 0.03%; Poland – 0.02%; Sweden – 0.02%; Finland – 0.01%; Kuwait – 0.01%; Russia – 0.01%; Greece – 0.01%

5.11
There are some new countries, including Greece (Jimmy Nic must have spoken to his relatives) on the list yet again and the numbers are up this month for Australia.
6.
NSWSRI – 6th March 2007

6.1
Unification
· The ASRF (NSW Division) Inc will forthwith combine as a Branch with other branches as part of the NSW Soccer referees inc. and participate in all meeting of the organisation including an immediate place on the NSW soccer referees Inc MC
· All branches will affiliate directly and only to SNSW
· In an orderly time the NSW soccer referees Inc will become a subcommittee of SNSW established in a manner and Jim Forrest recommended function similarly to SNSW western branch as.
· It is understood that all those people carrying on a function for and on behalf of the SNSW as members of the Sub- Committee will be afforded full insurance protection and cover under appropriate policies held by SNSW.
· In an orderly time the referees standing committee will comprise of yet to be determined number of persons elected to the referees standing committee by the Branches with people nominated being from the branches
· The Sub-Committee, on behalf of SNSW will be responsible for the organisation and management of referee branches, referee and refereeing issues as and when issues relate directly to SNSW requirements and or the overall needs of the sport. 
6.2
In all SNSW competitions (i.e.: Youth League, metro league, state cups etc) will be different caution and send off codes. They will only be the 7 mentioned in the law book. If you do have a send off, please make sure you use the correct codes. 
6.3
I still have lots of NSW referee membership cards… if this is your 5th year please come and see me, as I should have one for you.
7.
GDSFA Judiciary

7.1
Nil.

8.
GDSFA General Meetings – 28th February 2007

8.1
neither delegates were able to attend.

9.
Liaison Officer

9.1
The March meeting is going to be our Easter Raffle.  All prizes will be Easter Eggs.  Don’t forget to bring your money along for tickets.  Ticket costs are $1 each, 3 for $2 or 8 for $5.  All monies raised by the raffle goes back into the association.
10.
Equipment Officer

10.1
Approval has been obtained to order new polo shirts for the association.  Please see Lyn if you are interested.

10.2
Remember to order your gear either online or by contacting Lyn.
11.
Appointments

11.1
We currently are licensed for:
· Max Officials 250 (we have 197 so far) $1,000.00 USD for 250

· Sub Assigners 5 (we have 4) 5 at $25  $125.00 USD

· Payroll package $49.00 for the season.  $49.00

· Totals $1,174.00 USD per season.

11.2 Metro and Youth League Trials have concluded.

11.3 Metro and Youth League commence 3rd of March. Appointments for March have been entered in the on line system and the vast majority of members viewed their appointments within 24 hours of being notified of new games via email.

11.4 Full season draw for Metro and YL has been loaded. We are still waiting for SNSW to supply draw for WPL.

11.5 GDSFA team nominations close 31/2 and the draw should be available by 2/3.

11.6 Kellyville finals series is underway.  Tuesday night finals games were washed out and won’t be replayed.

11.7 We have appointments from SNSW to Manchester United Premier Cup for Tuesday 27/2 which was also washed out. The games will be rescheduled at a date to be fixed.

11.8 The new on line system, http://www.thearbiter.net/ seems to be working very well. Most members have been in there and set up their details. I haven’t received a single question regarding members retrieving their appointments. Members should note that they must update their unavailability calendar. If you’re not marked as being unavailable the system will do its best to give you games. Once the draw has been loaded, an email will go to the members asking those who play with, coach a team to attach themselves to that team(s). This will ensure you can’t get appointed whilst this team is playing. Refer to http://gdsra.com.au/Online_Appointments/GDSRA_officials.ppt for examples of logging in, setting your unavailability calendar and attaching yourself to a team.

12.
Ordinary Members

12.1 The exchange program is gathering more steam with the proposal being taken the Canberra’s management committee.  At this point they are very enthusiastic about moving forward with the proposal.

12.2 The use of Junior Referee’s for the inspecting of other juniors.

12.3 Update on Kanga Cup

12.4 Thoughts an excursion to a high level match for juniors.
12.5 The junior meeting will look at talking about the role of an Assistant Referee and what is expected of them.
13.
Secretary

13.1 2007 membership forms returning slowly.  134 renewed as at 2nd March 2007.

13.2 15th March 2007 is the cut off for final renewals for anyone wishing to retain their membership years.

13.3 There is a box of Club evaluations forms that will be picked up by all active members. I do not want to take the box home full

13.4 Blacktown City Soccer club want to be known as Blacktown demons there is a letter on the bench explaining the new relationship with the soccer family. There is a free pass that comes with it.

13.5 Just a reminder that P/L is the highest grade played in NSAW and the standard is quite high

13.6 New ID cards available. See James Hunt to collect yours

14.
Treasurer

14.1
Having just gone through the accounts I have nothing to report

14.2
I have receipts ready for collection

14.3
All information will come from the Arbiter and that is how you will be paid in 2007
15.
Assistant Secretary

15.1 Those attending WOMENS SEMINAR 2007 are Amanda Davis, Michelle Allen, Monique Welch, Emma Blackett, Samantha Mowad and myself (Shannon Byrne unable to attend).

15.2 The first appointments are out for the Women’s Premier League Panel.  Congratulations to those GDSRA members who received appointments for round one
16.
General Business

16.1
A committee is to be formed as soon as possible to start to coordinate the events for our 100-year celebrations in 2008.  The committee is to comprise the following:

· Liaison Officer

· 20 year + member

· Junior member

· New member

· One additional member

If you think you would like to help please speak with either Jeff or Amanda

Raffle drawn - Winners: Philip Thomas, Brooke Nielsen, Lyn Nielsen, David Lambkin, Glen Leach, John Kemp, John Roose,

                                       Keith Pierce, David Lambkin

Meeting Closed 9.30PM 

Next meeting 12th April 2007
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