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GRANVILLE DISTRICT SOCCER REFEREES ASSOCIATION Inc.

Association No: Y1061210

Minutes of General Committee Meeting
No: 06/2004

Venue: Merrylands Bowling Club

Date: 8th July 2004 commencing at approximately 7:30pm

1. Attendance & Apologies: As per record sheet, Wilf Filip

2. Minutes of Previous Meeting – No 05/2004 on 10th June 2004

Moved: Shane Smith    Seconded John Levell  

3. NSWSRI – 3rd July at Orange

3.2 No report.

4. GDSFA Judiciary

4.1 Where there is a send-off, the referee is to check with the Assistant Referee for details, and in all cases where the AR had a clear view of the incident leading to the send off, the AR must be requested to submit a report as well.  This will give the Referee additional support and credibility, and it will also reduce the occasions where a player will dispute the events, which lead to the send off.

4.2 If a junior member attends Judiciary, their case will be prioritised.

4.3 Last meeting you were all requested to send in your Send Off Reports. If you do not send in your send off reports the MC will be taking very stern measures. You will not be appointed to further games and you will be fined the match fee. This is part of your duty

5.
GDSFA General Meetings – 26th May 2004

5.1 Due to many requests to conduct the Cottam Cup the decision at the last meeting not to conduct it has been reversed.  The Cottam, Thistle and President’s Cups will commence on the original non-playing week in the July school holidays.  That is Saturday July 10, 2004.Will be run but draw to be confirmed by GDSRA Details are on the GDSFA Website.  Nominations close 6.00pm Saturday July 3, 2004.

5.2 Premier League goalkeepers are to be nominated each year for the squad.

5.3 Reminder that the GDSFA dinner is on Saturday September 4, 2004 at Dooleys (Lidcombe Catholic Club).  It commences at 7:30 pm and tickets are $55.00 per head.
5.4 Several Clubs have not submitted all their “Working With Children” forms to Michael Briggs as the Association’s Child Protection Officer.
5.5 It is important that well minded people don’t move injured players.  Unless a Doctor is present at the ground they must not be moved.  If they can’t move call an Ambulance.  Referees will not order an injured player to be removed from the field of play.  A player recently received further injuries because he was piggybacked off the field by his manger/coach.
5.6 Team sheets still going in with mistakes by referees, managers and coaches.  Please check all sheets carefully after the end of the game.  People are being fined for the errors.  Signing the sheets seems to be the biggest error (including referees).
5.7 Tracey Verity gave thanks for all the support given during her recent illness.
5.8 Player registrations as at 14/06/2004 are 10,170.  It is expected that once all in house roo ball figures are in that by the end of the season GDSFA will have 10, 350 players registered.
5.9 Up to Round 11 the following cautions and send offs have been recorded:
1,170 Yellow Cards

158 Red Cards

14 Red Cards from Incident Reports- Post game incidents

61 Incorrect Yellow Cards not recorded

5.10 Player movement ceases at June 30, 2004.  Standard format form for checking players at block registration to be developed by Steve Crowe in conjunction with what clubs have now.

5.11 Transfer form to have more details put on it so that we it is known if player can be correctly play elsewhere and is released correctly.

5.12 A Database for all players is to be implemented.

5.13 Long discussion on wearing jewellery.  Complaints that a Referee recently asked all women to remove their wedding rings. Only flat wedding bands will be allowed, all other rings must be removed.  Advised that wedding bands as per FIFA and ASF rules can be taped.  Questions on whether leather strap bracelets were acceptable.  Advised that the rule is that all bracelets (including metal, rope, fabric, etc) must be removed.  Referred clubs to National Policy on Wearing Jewellery handed out at last meeting which says that Law 4 states that: Nothing dangerous is to be worn; no jewellery is to be worn.  Advised that a copy of this policy is located on the GDSRA web site under the links of “Latest News” and “Updates”.

5.14 Query about Referees wearing jumpers and jackets doing games especially in cold weather.  One club mentioned that AR’s coloured jacket clashed with player’s strip.  Advised than commonsense should prevail and that jumpers or jackets should match the officials’ basic strip (black normally).  Mentioned that I personally had no problems with my AR’s wearing a jacket in cold weather as long as the colour was sensible and didn’t clash with the players (i.e. black) but that I would never wear a jacket whilst in the centre because I found it un-professional.

5.15 Complaints that Referees didn’t turn up at Judiciary and this made it hard for offending players or Judiciary members to question the report.  Dennis Grace commented that he often received referees send off reports as late as Tuesday Night and that some referees didn’t put in send off reports when they sent someone off.  Advised that we have instructed our referees that all send off reports had to be with our Judiciary Delegates by 6:00 pm Sunday Night for Saturday games and 6:00 pm Monday Night for Sunday games.  Also advised that I would report back to GDSRA management with regard to their concerns. All information on Referees that will not be able to appear is passed to Dennis Grace.

5.16 Proposal tabled to allow offenders the right of appeal because if they turn up they automatically get the sentence plus a week even if they plead guilty and the offence is a major thing or over the top.  Example used was “Foul and abusive” where a player clearly swears but not continuously and in an aggressive manner.  A motion to be drafted and put to the members at the next meeting.

5.17 Winston Hills Delegate complained that the Ladies were still not being treated as equals in all respects.  They wish to be treated the same as the men are.  They are fed up with fouls being let go; if it is a foul, albeit a minor touch or clumsy nick or coming together the foul should be given.  Could GDSRA please referee the ladies games as they would a men’s game?

5.18 Request by North Rocks that GDSRA put out a letter with regard to the use of metal studs as it is unclear in both the GDSFA and GDSRA Handbooks.  Some referees have prevented junior players taking the field of play because they are wearing metal studs.  North Rocks complained that the ruling of satisfactory footwear was insufficient and that referees were very inconsistent with allowing players onto the field with metal studs.  Advised them that metal studs were ok as long as they had no sharp edges and weren’t considered dangerous by the referee.

5.19 Julie Sykes was nominated to fill the vacant Junior Vice President Ladies.  Clubs decided if no other nominations were forthcoming that she was acceptable and no further vote would be required.

5.20 Lengthy discussion on Garside Park.  The lease expired 2 years ago and Parramatta Council will not be spending any more money on Garside Park.  The Council will not be issuing any more leases and certainly won’t give one for Garside Park and will only hire out grounds on a seasonal basis.  Michael Briggs confirmed that the ground technically doesn’t meet Soccer NSW guidelines.  The amenities block is a disgrace; the light poles need replacing (rotting), there is no proper warm up area, no concrete path to car park, etc. etc.  There have been numerous complaints from visiting Youth League and both men’s and ladies Federation sides about the change rooms and toilet facilities. Council will not spend money to upgrade facilities need.  Currently, GDSFA are required to spend $10,000 per year on capital improvements within their yearly hiring arrangement.  The Council cut the grass, empty waste, tidy up the surrounds etc. but nothing else.  Michael Briggs says the canteen has just been refurbished with new cupboards and floor tiles (previously obtained by John Kemp some time ago).  The seated area has also been concreted and the fence repaired.

5.21 The suggested proposal is for GDSFA to have a seasonal lease (winter and summer) for $2,000 per year with the council assisting with the building of the amenities block (to be similar to what was provided at Ray Marshall Reserve) if GDSFA put in $130,000 towards it.  Under the seasonal hire arrangement GDSFA have first choice on the use of the ground and a say in council letting others use it when GDSFA aren’t using it (mainly at night because it is used for training on a couple of nights and all weekend).  The council will fix the lights as part of the hiring arrangement (replace poles, etc.).  A special general meeting is to be arranged in 2 weeks time on a Tuesday or Thursday night for clubs to discuss the use of the money, having a meeting with the AKA club re the joint use of facilities at their club – use of grassed area for warm ups, meeting facilities for GDSFA and possibly GDSRA, etc
5.22 The only exception to the jewellery rule is flat band wedding ring. If the ring is not flat and round you do not allow the player to play.
5.23 Metal studs: If they are normal soccer studs and they are not damaged they are acceptable. Any sharp edges on any studs are unacceptable.
5.24 Assistant Referees are permitted to wear jackets on very cold days but it must be black. Colours can sometimes clash with playing strips. Use your common sense. 
6.
Liaison Officer

6.1
Krispy Kreme will not be going ahead. Not enough support. All monies will be refunded.

6.2
Granville Dinner is coming up. Names are to be with Amanda along with your money ASAP.
7.
Equipment Officer

7.1 Hoping to have some samples of the polo shirt available for viewing.

7.2 Gear bags for sale $25.00

5. 
Appointments

8.1
I believe we should not charge refs levies for youth league sat 26 June because of mix-up refs went to 1 field then had to drive to another field missed first game and did it without complaining therefore to compensate for inconvenience and extra travel levies not be imposed.  Seconded  Paul Micallef   Carried Names to be forwarded to Paul.

5.1 Seven letters have been sent out requesting answers as to why Referees have not been showing up for their games.
5.2 There was a referee appointed to 3 games. Turned up to do 11:55 GAMES. He arrived late and another referee did the game. He decided he would go home because he wasn’t able to do the 11:55 game so he wasn’t going to do any games. Letter has been sent to this Referee
5.3 Perhaps a change of By Laws is need to alleviate the insinuations of “Home Ground Referees”
5.4 There are no games this weekend unless you are appointed to Youth League or Cottam Cup
5.5 Cottam Cup appointments will be advised by phone Fri. 9/7/04. Interchange is questioned. What is applicable? Shane to investigate.
Moved Suspension of Standing Orders : Shane Smith

Moved Resumption of Standing Orders: Shane Smith
6. E&ESC

6.1 Richard Baker went out for the first of his two Class 1 Field Tests.

6.2 Lyn Nielsen going out for Class 2 Field Test 17/7/04

7. Branch Coach

7.1 Inspections are happening every week.

7.2 Junior assistants that have been seen are pretty good.

7.3 Referees should be thinking of the position they are in on Corner kicks wen no Assistants are available.

7.4 Referees & Assistants DO NOT write in their books at the same time. The Referee is to instruct before the game who is to write first.

11.
Ordinary Members

11.1
Introduction of Geoffrey Kleu (just in case he wasn’t known)

11.2
Plenty of incidents but no one notifying us.

12.
Secretary

12.1 Written to 7 members asking them to explain why they didn’t do their appointments their appointments.

12.2 U18/1 game abandoned due to threats against match officials.  Club Appealed to G&DSFA and had Appeal upheld.  GDSRA MC is reviewing decision with the view of deciding if GDSRA will appeal.
12.3 Notice will be put out on the subject of Assistant Referees.  If not in uniform they are only to make decision on ball out of play on sideline.  Junior Assistants only to officiate on far line away from spectators.
12.4 Jeff McGeorge is at Judiciary tonight. Where a referee sends a player off the Coach will generally ask for the charge. Please think about what you tell them, be cautious. Tell them the charge eg R1,R2. This is all you tell them.
12.5 All Cottam Cup & Thistle Cup games will be interchange.
12.6 Re: Notice to All Active Members. These situations are happening. They are not fictitious. Please note the instructions and make sure that you adhere to them. 
12.7 Where practicable put the junior Assistant away from a potential situation.
13.
Treasurer

13.1 Most Clubs are paying their accounts in a timely manner.  Others will be penalised with a penalty payment.

13.2 Please remember to forward me you schedule of games ASAP after the end of the month.

13.3 Collect your Levy report from Brenda. Those not collected tonight will be posted

13.4 Monies in the bank today.

13.5 Request for payment form being received late. It’s no use sending it to me after 5th of the following month, by then the clubs have been charged and that is final. No further charges will be put to the clubs.

13.6 Some people are being appointed to a game. They do not do the game but they claim the game. You will be found out and you will not be paid.

13.7 Fines that have been applied on your Levy sheet have come from GDSFA. These fines are for errors on the Team Sheets. GDSRA have been fined and the fines will be passed on to the Referees at fault. Take a little time to check the sheet before sending them in.

14.
Web Master

14.1
A new section on video incidents has been added for members to make their call and see if it is the same as the referee who was officiating when an incident occurred in a game.  It is called "Direstraits What's the Call" and can be accessed from the main page.  Your Webmaster is looking for other video incidents and would appreciate member's sending them to him for inclusion.  From time to time further incidents will be added - a couple of new ones concerning penalty decisions will be going up soon.

14.2
The "Ten Step Guide on how to annoy a referee", given out at last months meeting, has been added to the web site.  It can be accessed via the "Updates" and "Latest News" links.
14.3
An interesting history section has been added (accessed from the main page) titled "20 Things you didn't know about the beautiful game"  It is well worth a read.  The information was adapted from the FIFA Centennial Web Site - June 2004.  I trust that you will find it of some interest.
14.4
The forum is not been actively used again which is a shame.  The majority of visitors just looking.  Have a go at asking and answer questions posted; it's fun and informative.  The whole idea of the forum is to ask questions or give answers and you can be anonymous.  It is interesting to note that Gladesville Hornsby Referees are using our forum more than our own members!  Why?  Is it because they find it useful (they have a forum on their own web site which gets used often) or perhaps they are just more active and interested in our wonderful game?  Come on everyone show our colleagues that we can be just as pro-active as they can be!!!
14.5
The Ruling from FIFA with regard to "Removing One's Shirt After Scoring" has been added for member's information.  It came into being from July 1, 2004 and was used at the Euro-2004 competition (Ronaldo for Portugal was booked after scoring and removing his shirt).  Please note that this ruling is not current in Australia yet but will probably be enforced in our 2005 season.  Members will be advised of all next season's law changes in due course.  You can view FIFA's directive under the following links; "Updates" and "Latest News".
14.6
It is interesting to note that we are getting some 100-150 hits per month for the "Ground Locations" page.  Most of these are for non-Granville grounds; so it would appear that many other people are using this facility.
14.7
Average Statistics for May 2004: 
· Average Hits per hour: 33; Average Hits per day: 810; Average Files per day: 463; Average Pages per day: 97; Average Visits per day: 35; Average KBytes per day: 10,190
· Total Hits for June 2004: Total Hits: 24,302; Total Files: 13,901; Total Pages: 2,914; Total Visits: 1070; Total KBytes: 305,690
· Countries Visiting Our Site (Traffic): Australia - 80%; USA - 10%; Ireland - 5%; New Zealand - 2.5%; UK - 1.16%; Denmark - 0.43%; United Arab Emiates - 0.21%; Canada - 0.19%; Japan - 0.17%; Soth Korea - 0.11%; Germany - 0.11%; Netherlands - 0.09%; Singapore - 0.01%; Dominican Republic - 0.01%; Malaysia - 0.01%; 

15.
General Business

15.1
Has Granville made any contingency plans to Ground closure due to the condition of fields. Yes they have but it does need to be finalised

15.2
Wilson Park at Silverwater needs to be checked. It is very bad. Please put reports in to Joe Rovella.

15.3
Awards:



GDSRA Badge

David Milne





Chris Milne


Raffle Drawn
Winners 
Shane Smith , Paul Micallef

Meeting Closed 8:50PM next meeting 
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