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GRANVILLE DISTRICT SOCCER REFEREES ASSOCIATION Inc.

Formed in 1908 
Association No: Y1061210

Minutes of General Committee Meeting No: 01/2007

Venue: Merrylands Bowling Club - Date: 8th February 2007 commencing at approximately 7:30pm

1. Attendance & Apologies: As per attendance sheet.

2. 1 minutes silence in memory of the passing of Dennis Micallef

2.
Election of Treasurer.

2.1
The position became vacant by the resignation of Andrew Broadbent.  James Dolahenty has filled the role in the capacity as a ‘casual vacancy’.

2.2
Nominations: James Dolahenty. Nominated by John Bennett.  Seconded by Barry Fairley. Accepted

3.
Branch Coach

3.1
Well a new season starting. We will be attending the Branch Caches meeting on Saturday 3rd February 2007and will have a report tissue on talks.

3.2
There are some rule clarifications but no major rule changes this year.

3.3
The major changes are to do with Referee’s grading, which will be discussed.

3.4
We ask that you start your physical training and be fit for the start of the season.

3.5
If your uniform is not up t scratch see Lyn and corrects this before the season starts.

3.6
Have you notified the E&ESC of ay upgrades that you are contemplating this year? Now is the time to do so.

3.7
Branch coaches meeting last Saturday. Dates to be 

3.8
WPL Seminar 3/3/07 at Valentine Park commencing 9.00am sharp. It will be a practical/physical/theory seminar s please come prepared 

3.9
March 17   Level 3 Assessors course to be held at Christie Park. 11.00AM to 9.00PM

3.10
March 17 is GSRA seminar. 

4
E&ESC

4.1
Format for the fitness test? If you want to referee at the high levels you will need to pass the fitness test. 

4.2
Daniel Street & Barton Park is the venues.

4.3
Fitness test is compulsory for appointment to higher graded games and higher graded finals series.

4.4
As the season is fast approaching are we any closer to knowing the dates for the fitness tests? To be advised after next meeting 21/2/07.

4.5
Invitation from ASRF to attend the fitness training at Lidcombe on Tuesday nights. All enquiries to Joseph Rovella.

· Juniors retire to their Session

3. Minutes of Previous Meeting – No 07/2006 on 10th August 2006

· Moved:
Amanda Davis

Seconded: Ian Welch 

5.1
Matters arising: Nil

6.
Webmaster

6.1
For information on how to access and set up your information for the new GDSRA Appointments System we have added a PowerPoint Presentation to assist all members.

To access the operating instructions to the new Appointments System go to the drop down menu "Members Information" and then the sub menu "Appointments" and then the sub menu "Operating Instructions".  You will then be taken to a PowerPoint Presentation, which will take you through the steps of logging in, entering your details, availability, etc.  An easier way to go straight to these instructions is to click on the button (Appoint. Instructions) on the left hand side of the home page of the website.

If you still have any problems in setting up your details please our Appointments Officer, Ian Welch.

6.2
Whilst our old Appointments System served its purpose well the Management Committee felt it was time to get a better program to meet our expanding future needs and to become more professional.  The additional add on support program for the online facility, written by your Webmaster with some help from Ian Welch, also served us well but our new appointments software does the online part as well so it is being put to rest. 

To access the new Appointments System and find you assigned games as before go to the drop down menu "Members Information" and then the sub menu "Appointments" and then the sub menu "Member Appointments".  You will go to a screen, which requests you to "Enter Appointments Area".  Clicking on the button links you to an external sign on screen where you can set up your information, availability and also access your assigned games.  Your email address has to be entered in and also, initially, the password allocated by our Appointments Officer, Ian Welch.  You can change your password once signed in.   Ian has provided every signed up GDSRA member for 2007 details to follow.  If you have any problems in setting up your details please contact him.  The new program also handles payments to you for games officiated at.

6.3
In an effort to keep our website up to date some older documents have been deleted from this section of the website as they are no longer relevant.  Clicking on the drop down menu “Members Information”, sub menu “Referees Documents” and then clicking on “Other Documents and Articles” can find this section.

6.4
The October 19, 2006 AGM Minutes are now available in the "Meetings" section of the web site.  This can be found under "Members Information" on the main drop down menu (on the Home Page) and scrolling down to the sub menu "Meetings" and clicking on it.  
6.5
The 2006 Annual Report has been added to the website.  The report can be located under "Members Information" on the main drop down menu (0n the Home Page) and scrolling down to the sub menu "Referee's Document" and then the sub sub menu "Referee's Reports" and clicking on it.
6.6
In 2007, GDSRA will be holding a number of courses for people who wish to become soccer referees, ‘club’ referees or just want to learn and understand the laws of the game.  Lectures are on Tuesday nights February 27, March 6, March 13, March 20, March 27 and April 3, 2007.  Local GDSFA details and procedures will also be explained.  The venue will be at Merrylands Bowling and Sporting Club, Oxford Street, Merrylands and will run from 7:00 pm to 9:30 pm.  There will be a nominal charge of $50.00 for each course and all attendees will receive the latest FIFA Law Book and the FIFA DVD on the Laws of the Game together with participant's workbooks and manuals.  This is a completely restructured course using latest Football Federation Australia training materials.  For further information contact John Kemp: 0412200541 or e-mail: john.kemp@hp.com.  A flyer on the courses is available on the website under “New Courses”.

6.7
The forum is very quiet at the moment and it is very disappointing that only a few regulars participate.  It would appear that most people are interested or are using other forums such as “AusRef”, “Corsham Referees” and the “UK FA Referees Discussion” site.  Do members wish the facility to remain?  Would it cause any dramas if I remove it?

6.8
Average Statistics for December 2006 are down considerably from November 2006 due to the off-season.  The statistics are as follows:

· Average hits per hour – 67; Average hits per day – 1,597; Average files per day – 797; Average pages per day – 145; Average visits per day – 79; Average Kbytes per day – 22,983

6.9
Total hits for December 2006 are as follows:

· Total hits – 49,500; Total files – 24,708; Total pages – 4,498; Total visits – 2,462; Total Kbytes – 712,440.  “Online Shop” is the most used page, followed by “History”, “Referees Documents”, “Referees Reports”, “Ground Locations”, “On the Sidelines”, “Photo Gallery”, and then “Links”.

6.10
Countries Visiting Our Site (Traffic) in December 2006 are as follows:

Australia – 69.69%; United States – 15.69%; Ireland – 8.53%; New Zealand – 1.51%; Great Britain (UK) – 1.14%; Sweden – 0.48%; Canada – 0.42%; France – 0.36%; Hong Kong – 0.25%; Pakistan – 0.19%; India – 0.14%; Portugal – 0.13%; Malaysia – 0.13%; Poland – 0.13%; Switzerland – 0.12%; Italy – 0.12%; China – 0.11%; Germany – 0.11%; Netherlands – 0.11%; South Korea – 0.10%; United Arab Emirates – 0.08%; Finland – 0.05%; Russia – 0.05%; Singapore – 0.05%; South Africa – 0.03%; Saud Arabia – 0.03%; Turkey – 0.03%; Czechoslovakia – 0.03%; Romania – 0.03%; Argentina – 0.03%

6.11
There are some new countries on the list yet again but the numbers are down this month for Australia

6.12
Average Statistics for January 2007 are up from December 2006 and are as follows:

· Average hits per hour – 85; Average hits per day – 2,063; Average files per day – 1,143; Average pages per day – 171; Average visits per day – 92; Average Kbytes per day – 30,297

6.13
Total hits for January 2007 are as follows:

· Total hits – 63,928; Total files – 35,450; Total pages – 5,216; Total visits – 2,852; Total Kbytes – 939,140.  “Online Shop” is the most used page, followed by “History”, “Referees Documents”, “Referees Reports”, “Ground Locations”, “On the Sidelines”, “Photo Gallery”, and then “Links”.

14.
Countries Visiting Our Site (Traffic) in January 2007 are as follows:

Australia – 70.85%; United States – 12.32%; Ireland – 10.79%; New Zealand – 1.17%; Great Britain (UK) – 0.94%; Greece – 0.60%; India – 0.43%; Hong Kong – 0.37%; France – 0.32%; Netherlands – 0.28%; Germany – 0.25%; Sweden – 0.24%; Brazil – 0.23%; Singapore – 0.13%; Canada – 0.12%; Italy – 0.12%; Spain – 0.10%; China – 0.08%; Portugal – 0.07%; Ethiopia – 0.07%; Uganda – 0.06%; Cyprus – 0.06%; Poland – 0.05%; Fiji – 0.05%; Norway – 0.04%; Hungary – 0.03%; Switzerland – 0.02%; Jamaica – 0.02%; Egypt – 0.02%.  “Online Shop” is the most used page, followed by “Laws of the Game”, “On the Sidelines”, “History”, “Referees Documents”, “Referees Reports”, “Refs News”, Committee”, “2007 Membership Form and then “Links”.

6.15
There are some new countries on the list yet again but the numbers are a little better this month for Australia.

7.
NSWSRI – 6th February 2007

7.1
Annual Seminar was on Saturday, 3rd February 2007.

7.2
Bill Lodge has formerly resigned from all his positions.

7.3
The process of unification was raised. There should be an announcement within the next 2 weeks. It is thought that all referees will come under NSW.

7.4
Any one that wants to be upgraded this year will be fast tracked provided you have made yourself available. If you are looking to improve your refereeing everything is behind you.

7.5
A panel is being set up for U/16 y/l. Every opportunity will be given to young referees to fast track their career provided they have proven themselves at the higher levels. 


A Logbook is being made available to keep track of the games you do. There is a responsibility on us to assist our talented referees in every possible way. The Logbook will be used to verify the level of games that have been done to assess if the referee has had the experience to reach representative level.

7.6
The registration procedure will become computerised and in the near future FFA will not recognise you as a referee unless you have an FFA number. Please take a form with you and complete ASAP. Every person involved in football in Australia will have to fill these forms in.

7.7
Charles Yendle.  There is no age restriction o the level of referee that you can become. i.e. if you are good enough at 16 to become a Class 3 referee then you will be given the opportunity

7.8
Belinda Arnett. As a referee that did get pushed then I would like to see a lot of support at Branch Level for these referees that have ability. Without the support of the people that supported me I would not have made it through.

7.9
Brad Mitchell.  What I have heard is very good. We also need to support those referees that will not move out of this Association our total support as well. For whatever reason there are kids that will only stay in GDSRA

 8
GDSFA Judiciary

8.1
Request to Elliot to revisit his notes on the Auburn game from 2006 to assess who should be/has been   charged

8.2
Why is the automatic higher that the minimum? All sentences are now under review.

9.
GDSFA General Meetings

9.1
First meeting will be 21st February 2007; delegates are Michelle Allen and John Armstrong.

10.
Liaison Officer

10.1
The BBQ was a great day. Hopefully a lot more will attend in 2007.
11.
Equipment Officer

11.1
Stock take taken, including values.

11.2
All future equipment will be by order only. I will not be bringing equipment with me that have not been ordered.

11.3
 Presentation of new equipment offer.1 x blk  & 1 x yel shirt, 1 x shorts, 1 x socks & complimentary wrist sweat band. $

11.4
Discussion took place on the practicality of the yellow shirt.

11.5
The President explained that GDSFA have requested us to use the yellow shirt.

11.6
Charles Yendle. Clarification that the yellow shirt is our alternate strip when needed if clashing with team colours.

11.7
Jim Nikolaou   As an Association we have always used the Black strip. Why now are we considering a yellow strip simply because there is a uniform company wanting to sponsor us? The President explained that GDSFA asked why we don’t use the yellow shirt and gave them the reason “Our uniform is black, our alternate if needed is yellow”

11.8
A general consensus was asked for and the majority of members wanted to be able t chose the colour of the shirt they wear. 

12.
Appointments

12.1
Metro League & Youth League trials underway.

12.2
Demonstration on the new system taken place.

12.3
When the AO receives confirmation that you have rejoined the Association you will receive an email from the AO inviting you to join the website “the Arbiter”. When you join and you must join, you can block any days that you want, as long as you do it for the future. For those that either coach manage or play you will need to attach yourself to that team so that the system will never appoint you at the same time.

12.4
The system allows you to see your payment amount, details, pay slip etc. 

12.5
The system will send you an email when you have been appointed to games every Wednesday. It will also send you an email reminder. 

12.6
All appointments are done by “the Arbiter” including Y/L M/L GDSFA Men’s/Ladies.

13.
Ordinary Members

13.1
Nick Backo has names of persons interested in the Kanga cup who seek juniors and seniors to assess.
14.
Secretary

14.1 2007 membership forms returning slowly.  58 renewed as at 2nd February 2007.

15.
Treasurer

15.1
Nil
16.
Assistant Secretary

16.1
Peter Wilson-Mosey has been nominated to officiate at the National Futsal Championships in January 2007.

16.2
Ladies meeting was 21st November 2006.  Hills District Football Club - an academy for ladies.

16.3
Report on the NSWSRI Seminar 15th October 2006 on Women’s Premier League Panel.

16.4
Congratulations to Emma Blackett, Samantha Mowad and Monique Welch on their recent appointment to the games between NSW Development Squad and a visiting Japanese Development Squad.

16.5
Congratulations to Michelle Allen on her appointment to the Johnny Warren Cup as AR.

17.
General Business

17.1
Brad Mitchell. Querying payments from last year. Please give details to the Treasurer.

17.2
Inspections given to relative members. Greg McLoughlin & Mitchell Birtles both upgraded to Class3.

17.3
It is the Referees responsibility to hand out assessment forms to the teams.

17.4
New course starts 26/2/07 and continuing for the next 5 weeks. This course is being sponsored by Dept of Sport & Recreation and is driven mainly for girls. Males are welcome though. 

Raffle drawn - Winners: John Kemp & Ryan Pigram

Meeting Closed 9.30PM 

Next meeting 9th March 2007
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