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GRANVILLE DISTRICT SOCCER REFEREES ASSOCIATION Inc.

Association No: Y1061210

Minutes of General Meeting
No: 04/2009
Venue: Merrylands Bowling Club

Date: 14th May 2009 commencing at approximately 7:30pm

1. Attendance and Apologies: As per sheet.
2. Branch Coach
2.1 I trust that you are all running well. Some of the Team Officials seem to get lost during the game. If this happens just ask the coach where they are. In time this system will work well. GDSFA Mgt Committee have decided that a referee that has started a game without 4 signatures (2 coaches & 2 Team officials) will be fined $5 per referee. Clubs are being fined as well
2.2 Some of you are still using the 3 line evaluation sheets. Can you please switch over to the five line sheet? You will find it on the GDSRA website.

2.3 Those Referees that I have seen are controlling the careless, reckless and use of excessive force changes well.

2.4 Remember that there is no time added on in Granville for injuries in games until the last game of the day. That is NO injury time allowed, except in the Finals series.

2.5 Get into the habit of collecting the ball at half time. This means that you do not have to chase the ball when you want the second half to start.

2.6 When awarding a throw in, signal direction and then drop your arm when the players collects the ball. Your arm will not be as tired at the end of the game.

2.7 Indirect free kicks require you to hold your arm up above your head until the ball is touched by another player or goes out of play.

2.8 Where you Assistants normally have the ball between you and them.

2.9 Where there are two assistants, the second assistant should signal that an interchange is required when the referee has their back to the No 1 AR and would not see the flag.

2.10 Everything is working well with Deniz, the Mentoring/Assessor Co-ordinator
3.
E&ESC
3.1
At this stage, we look like having 23-25 at tonight's course.  I have just picked up the keys from the school.  As per previous course, the school is charging $25/night, ie total $125.00. However, last time we also made a donation of another $125.00 (I think that was the amount), making a total of $250.00 hiring costs. I recommend we do the same for this course. I will bring the invoice to Thu night MC to pick up a cheque for the agreed total.  Note this new auditorium/hall could comfortably hold 250 people, so could be a future venue for other special sessions if required (ie seminar, etc).
3.2
We have 32 registered: 

· 2 adults sent apologies due to flu and will be there next week 

· junior no show, no contacts 

· Breakup is 15 seniors, 17 juniors
· 20 definite to ref, 5 no, and 7 undecided.  A couple are from church clubs and 2 from Scorpion Y/
4
Webmaster

4.1
Apologies for our website being offline towards the end of April.  The website is up and running again as 30th April, 2009.  Due to our hosting company having problems we have moved our site to another company.  I will say that the problem has caused me many hours of work but it was worth it to have it working again.  There will be some errors, functions and missing links and it would be much appreciated if you can advise me of any problems so I can rectify it promptly.
4.2
Articles on Pre-Match Instructions and the Qualities of Referees have been added to the website.  The pre-match instructions should cover the duties, responsibilities, and means of communication for the referee team. Depending on the familiarity of team members, the level of competition, and the importance of the match, the pre-game instructions can take place 15 minutes to an hour prior to the game.  Concerning the qualities of referee there is a close relationship between the psychological skills and the physical performance of referees. So the success or failure of a referee depends both on his/her physical abilities (e.g. the preparation for the specific demands of a given sport, the technique and mobility, visual faculties) and his/her mental ones (e.g. confidence, concentration, emotional control).  This relationship between the physical aspects of refereeing and the psychological ones is fascinating.
4.3
These excellent articles for helping referees can be found under the "Members' Information" drop down menu, sub menu "Referee's Documents" and sub sub menu "Other Documents & Articles" and clicking on the appropriate pdf symbol. Note: You will need an Adobe Reader loaded on your computer as these files are in pdf format. 
4.4
The Granville Send Off and Incident Reports, both in hardcopy and electronic form have been updated and can be found by going to the "Referee Reports" page of the website.  Club Referee Send Off and Incident Reports have also been added to assist Club Referees when submitting reports to GDSFA.  To view the updated reports go the drop down menu bar and click on "Members Information" and then click of sub menu "Referees Documents" followed by sub sub menu "Referee Reports"; now you can click on the appropriate report you required.

4.5
The links page has been updated to include one new link "Refsworld".  Some existing links have been updated to their new locations - Illawarra Soccer Referees Association, Ku-ring-gai & District Football Referees’ Association Inc, Macarthur District Football Referees Association, Manly Warringah Football Referees Association, Bendigo Region Soccer Referees, and Football Referees (WA) Inc - Perth. To view the new links you can go to the drop down menu bar and click on "Links" then click on "Links to External Sites”
4.6 In 2009, GDSRA will be holding a number of courses for people who wish to become soccer referees, ‘club’ referees or just want to learn and understand the laws of the game.  Lectures for the second full course are on Monday nights May 4, May 11, March 18, May 25 and June 1, 2009.  Local GDSFA details and procedures will also be explained.  The venue will be at Carlingford West PS (hall), Felton Road (off Baker St), and Carlingford and will run from 6:30 pm to 9:15 pm each night.
4.7 There will be a nominal charge of $50.00 for each course and all attendees will receive the latest FIFA Law Book and the FIFA DVD on the Laws of the Game together with participant's workbooks and manuals.  This is a completely restructured course using latest Football Federation Australia training materials.  For further information contact John Kemp: 0412200541 or e-mail: kempjohn@optusnet.com.au.  Details of the laws of the game and questions and answers on these laws are available on our GDSRA web site.
4.8 Virtually no action still in the forum witch is very disappointing.  The occasional item from time to time is happening.  You would think that now the season is in full swing more use would have resulted.
4.9 Average Statistics for April 2009 are not available as these were lost when the website of our hosting company went down.  I would suspect that they would have been up on March’s.
4.10
It has been decided to remove any phone numbers of MC Members that request it.
5. 
Referees Administration Group – 5th May 2009
5.1 Eastern Suburbs assault on referee: information supplied by E Subs rep. unofficial referee was assaulted in intra-club trial match. The branch was late to receive this information so judiciary was delayed. The offender is now due to appear at judiciary this week.

5.2 Bankstown Branch has been informed by their Football Association that all three officials must attend judiciary for all send –offs or their reports will not be accepted. The meeting agreed that this is not reasonable and there is no FFA or FNSW precedent to support such attendance demands.

5.3 FNSW have agreed on a ‘case-by-case’ basis to pay travel expenses for country members to travel to metro meeting etc at 50c per kilometer. One RAG delegate will now claim $200 per month for a 400km round trip.

5.4 There is a letter from Richard Lorenc stating that Youth League is to be given priority over State Cups if there are insufficient resources to cover both.

5.5 NSWSRI Trust Fund: Granville rep queried why this fund cannot be returned in full to district branches now that NSWSRI no longer exists. The chairman explained that a legal trust fund has been set up with 5 trustees and to return funds to members would be against their constitution. He promised that all branches would be consulted in writing before any of these funds are allocated for any purpose. A time scale was requested and the chairman (also Trust Fund Trustee) said that he hoped branches would benefit within 2010. 

5.6 FFA ‘Referee Development Programme’ Log Book: Granville rep questioned the need for log books when appointments officers are able to supply full computer records on request giving details of several years of referee appointments. It was pointed out that NSWRAG has already objected to the Log Book on the basis that is creates unnecessary work but that it is an FFA directive which we are obliged to follow. There is a difference of opinion about the extent of information that needs to be recorded in Log Books. I telephoned Richard Lorenc (FNSW Referees Coordinator - who was not at this month’s RAG meeting). He advised me that one line in the log book covering all games refereed in one season is sufficient and each match does not need to be recorded individually. This is a lot less work than some others are suggesting.

5.7 Simon Micallef has resigned from the Referees Standing Committee. This leaves a vacancy that needs to be filled and this will be dealt with at the next RSC meeting.

5.8 Use of the new Log books discussed. It is not necessary to fill in one line per game that you do unless you want to upgrade your rating as a Referee. If you wish to upgrade then it is in your best interests to list the games and levels that you have been appointed to. Richard Lorenc has stated 1 line per season(eg 20 senior games fill in 30 hours per season).Which are we going to tell our members
Joe Rovella: People are making a comment on what they have been told by groups. RSC will be addressing this in their next meeting and we should wait for the official word in writing before GDSRA giving a direction.
5.9 Next RAG meeting – Tuesday 2nd June 2009
6
GDSFA Judiciary

6.1
Toongabbie 35/1 #7 has been stood down this round to face judiciary.

6.2
A couple of teams have had referees withdrawn for 2 rounds due to abusive behavior
6.3
Elliott Moretti: When you write a report please if it is a send off for “R” code then it is a sen off report. Anything after this incident is a separate “Incident Report”. 

6.4
There is to be a separate send off report for each send off.

6.5
Players are not to speak direct to AR’s, they must go through the referee. Referee’s should act accordingly and protect their AR’s if there is any abuse at all. This is mandatory
6.6
Simon Ford:  Backing up Elliott’s comments. Please use the exact words said in your report. Foul & abusive is not enough for players to be punished accordingly

6.7
If you hear foul or abusive language get rid of the players
7
G&DSFA General Meeting – 22nd April 2009
7.1 ID cards MUST be presented. 

7.2 There is no time allowance if ID cards not available (ie no 10min grace,) 

7.3 Re-enforced - No team officials = no game!!! 

7.4 Refs must have and check team sheet before match starts, and both managers and team officials must sign before games starts. Refs to verify that U14 and older have numbers written next to (max) 16 players 

7.5 Re-enforced - no names to be manually written on team sheet 

7.6 Home & away team sheets will be sent to all clubs on Thu afternoons - so clubs can verify no problems with listed players, etc. Home team ONLY to supply team sheet 

7.7 For Ladies on Sundays, team sheet must be delivered to canteen for delivery by hosting club 

7.8 Referees MUST print names and add Arbiter number -  this is so they can identify the referee and also the Arbiter number indicates it was an official referee not a club referee 

7.9 Ladies meeting: GDSRA asked to send delegate. Next meeting is Thu 30th April, 7:00pm, Bernie Mullane. John Kemp has put his hand up and said that he would attend these meetings.

7.10  GDSFA Bylaws need to be updated with all of the changes since last Nov - I have been asked to assist Michael Briggs to get this done as it seems I have the master copy.
8.
Liaison Officer

8.1
Nil
9.
Equipment Officer

9.1
I have just sent the email below to the new members about their gear. We may experience a bit of backlash, but I have been fielding numerous phone calls recently and it is not a situation we need to be in at the moment.  I cannot get a straight answer out of Unipro at the moment on when the gear will be available. I spoke to them last Thursday prior to the meeting and the gear was suppose to be here Tuesday, on Tuesday it wasn't yet there but should be there by Wednesday afternoon, then Wednesday it was suppose to be here Thursday, maybe Friday, and now as recently as an hour ago it has been pushed back to "we'll know more tomorrow (Friday)".  I am not impressed by this and it's getting annoying! I am unsure what to do...I placed the order on 6 March 2009 and I can't exactly cancel the order and expect Unipro to wear it. Technically we are still in the 6 weeks category for delivery of the goods, but I know that Kanga has stock and I'm sure we could get kits if we needed too on short notice. But then, what do we do with members who have mismatching kits and our excess stock of old kits which will have to be phased out in the coming years? The proposal for all members to be supplied new kits in the 2010 season has greater importance now and I think we need to investigate it further. At this stage though, if Unipro cannot deliver within the week, I suggest we source gear from Alex and cancel all orders with unipro and de-recommend them as equipment supplier for the 2009 season and beyond.  Any issues please advise.

9.2
As of 12:30pm on Wednesday 22 April 2009, I still as yet have not heard from Unipro about the equipment order we placed over 7 weeks ago. I am not impressed by their level of customer service and I have real concerns that once again out members will be forced to wear unofficial gear until the supplier can get their house in order. When you also combine this with the constant calls to my wife and I from members who want their gear, we are no longer in a position to compromise or wait for others to get their house into order.  I am therefore no longer willing to wait for them to get their act together. I feel it is time we made a fair decision for our members. I am proposing that we cancel the order with Unipro and source gear from Kanga Sport. I know for a fact that we I can get the gear immediately and once I contact Alex we can have the gear in less than 24 hours.  This would give me the opportunity to distribute the gear to the members in time for these weekends’ fixtures on Sunday.  If you could please advise on your assessment of the situation it would be greatly appreciated.

9.3
Equipment has finally arrived. Supplier Kanga Sport. Orders fro Unipro have been officially cancelled. The preferred supplier for our equipment will now be Kanga Sport.

9.4
New uniform showed to MC.

9.5
There will be no problem having equipment for the candidates at the new course.

Watches are now available. Cost is $85.00 +freight TBC. Items of this $$ amount are order only, we will not be stocking them.

9.6
A lot of members have been and picked up their gear. Not all have but the majority.

9.7
I will be away next week please contact Lyn Nielsen if in need

10.
Minutes of Previous General Meeting 03/2009 of 9th April 2009
· Phil Thomas   Seconded  Mitchell Birtles
10.1
Matters Arising:  
11.
Appointments

11.1
I have been in contact with Stuart from Kings College, and together we clarified a couple of issues. In some earlier correspondence he suggested they might have wanted ARs, but it was agreed that this would be too expensive for them. They have requested 12 referees for the tournament. After making up a draft match schedule for the tournament, I am going to get in contact with Stuart and confirm between 14 and 16 referees as being the ideal number, so they can also have ARs for finals as they originally wanted.  I have contacted roughly a dozen referees to date; most have stated they are willing to referee and I will confirm with them soon, while only Ben Gibbons and David Astalosh have said they are unavailable for the 31st.  I will continue to contact referees to ensure 100% coverage, as well as contact Stuart for referee payments and details soon. Any issues or questions please feel free to ask. 9 Referees have agreed to attend. It was explained that this is not a tournament for new Referees. A list of all appointed is to be sent to the Appts Officer.

14.2
An email has been sent to members that have not attached themselves to any team. It is unlikely that so many are not playing and therefore clarification was needed. Lyn has asked for a list so that it can be clarified with all.

14.3
Barry Donnelly will be held at Bathurst St. This is U/10’s competition. This will be coordinated by a Referee yet to be determined. Jeff McGeorge was suggested. Jeff has declined but alternative information has been given.
14.4
PCYC U/10’ Gala Day require 12 referees. Lyn Nielsen will be the coordinator and will organize appts and fees etc
12.
Ordinary Members

12.1
If any juniors need assistance writing reports please contact.
13.
Secretary

13.1
I have removed the following members:

· Jamie Bartolo, Mitchell Kushturian, Ross Papadimitriou, Jack Sahagion.  This leaves us with 223 members
13.2
James Nicolaou has resigned as Chairman of the E&ESC.  The MC will consider the role at the June meeting and if appropriate call for nominations will follow.

13.3
Geoff Leverton: Noted Mr. Nicolaou’s resignation. Has anything been done to thank him for his support over the years

13.4
Charles Yendle:
 Notifications been sent to the members are we going to discuss this? NO
14.
Treasurer

14.1
To deliver a verbal presentation. Delivered.
14.2
Clearer explanation of what games you officiated at. The PDF format is the one we want.

14.3
Mehmet Ayata: How do we know you have received the form Once checked off you will see the amount in your pay sheets.

14.4
Dee Jonsson:

14.5
Payments should start next week for April games

15.
Assistant Secretary

15.1
Nil
16
Member Protection Officer

16.1
Incidents have occurred and reported to MPO for GDSFA and Football NSW, waiting response.
17.
Incidents

17.1
Sen/1 Greystanes on 2nd May 2009, abuse against a junior Match Official (AR).  Sent to GDSFA and Football NSW seeking advice if this is an MPO matter and what action needs to be taken.

17.2
U16 Super Youth League involving Schofields on 3rd May. Sent to Football NSW.

17.3
O35/2 – Game abandoned and Referee threatened
18.
General Business
18.1
John Kemp:
Updated Game check list & Unacceptable Behavior List will be sent to all referees through the coming week.

18.2
Craig Murphy. I believe the younger referees lack the confidence to challenge the Coaches/Mgrs or Team Officials.

18.3
John Gates: How effective do we feel the new team officials are: Not at all in my opinion.  If it’s not working put in detailed reports and prove to GDSFA that they’re not working. Points of clarification on the responsibility of the Team Officials.
18.4
Geoff Leverton:  Pleasure of assessing Mr. Sansom then on Under 20’s

18.5
John Kemp. Last year the MC resolved that all new members were supplied with a name badge. You are required to wear your name badge.

18.6
Steve Crowe- is mentoring still happening. Mentoring is still in operation but is being phased out. 

18.7
Nicholas Backo- From Nicholas point of view he has contacted referees since mentoring them and making sure that everything is OK.

18.8
Shane Murphy- Are we going to be visiting this 13 year old thing again next meeting. It is constitutionally permitted.

18.2
Raffle drawn…
Meeting Closed   10:00pm    Next General Meeting 11th June 2009
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