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GRANVILLE DISTRICT SOCCER REFEREES ASSOCIATION Inc.

Formed in 1908 
Association No: Y1061210

Minutes of General Committee Meeting No: 01/2008

Venue: Merrylands Bowling Club - Date: 14th February 2008 commencing at approximately 7:30pm

1. Attendance & Apologies: As per attendance sheet.

2.
Branch Coach

2.1
I attended the latter half of the Branch Coaches and Administrators meeting at Ryde Eastwood Leagues club.  The law changes, which are only interpretation changes, were discussed. These will be included in our seminar, along with some points that Football NSW wants us to act upon.

2.2
Referees baseball type caps were discussed. We are instructed that these are to be worn correctly, that is with the peak facing forward not to one side or worn backwards.

2.3
Football NSW is looking at small sided games. This is up to and including U12. I do not think that Granville has implemented this yet.

2.4
I attended a meeting of Premier Youth League with 13 of our members, who wish to referee in this competition. This was a full day conference, and our referee’s were a credit to our association. This is a new competition this year. Referees will be supplied with uniforms for this competition. A black and a yellow alternate strip.
2.5
John Kemp has organized our first referee’s course, and is expecting a lot of participants. This is being held in Carlingford.

2.6
The date for our seminar has been published. Please will all members keep this date free, so that we are not trying to do catch up seminars.

2.7
Please get yourself fit, and attend our fitness tests.


2.8
If your uniform is looking a little tardy, then contact the equipment officer and obtain a new uniform before the competition starts.

2.9
Hoping to see you all on the field and enjoying yourselves. 

2.10
Those referees doing upgrades this year, please complete the required form, available from Secretary and/or the education committee if you have any queries.

2.11
Premier Youth League Seminar Feb 2008, Granville referees present.  (Not all accepted)
· Monique Welsh

· Nickolas Backo

· Greg McLoughlin
· James Hunt

· Tsah Dhar

· George Mpliokas

· John Roose

· Mitchell Birtles

· Ben Gibbons

· Ben Jonsson

· Matt Lodden

· Ryan Pigram
· Robert Swadling.

2.12
On registering, each referee was given a number which was written on their arm. This will be their Referee number in this competition.  Their E-Mail address was recorded, as all correspondence will be by E-Mail, or through their branch.  Referees were told about uniforms to be supplied, and warned to pay attention to what colour their underwear was, especially under the yellow uniform.  Peak type hats must be worn correctly. Peak to the front.  When travelling to games, wear decent cloths, preferably their supplied jacket and long pants and closed in shoes.  They were given a folder about the Super Youth League.  They were given a book to record all their games.  They were run through some drills inside the stadium, as it was raining heavy.  They were given questions and asked to write down their answers. These answers were collected.  They were told to drink lots of water, and if using Gatorade, dilute this 50% with water, and no coke.  Control the bench, Limit the bench to 9 People per team. Players must be ready to play. Substitutes must wear a bib over their shirt. When referee is ready to start the game look at assistant, who will just nod. No obvious signals.

3.
E&ESC – Meeting 17th December 2007

3.1
Assessments

· Phil accepted the position to co-ordinate evaluation/assessments with Ian and Charlie.

· Phil will discuss with Ian and agreed process to schedule games and appoint assessors. This will be confirmed and tuned between themselves in first few weeks of the season.

· Phil advised that we caught up with the majority of outstanding assessments during 2007, albeit a couple slipped thru the cracks but 80% of those outstanding were due to ongoing unavailability on required games

· List of currently qualified assessors to be finalised by end Feb 2008, and their availability to be confirmed at the March assessor’s meeting.

· It was agreed to identify people who had not refereed for some time but are (or would make) good assessors (especially for juniors and badgeing) and invite them to the next referee’s course at no cost to ensure they had up-to-date knowledge.

· It was agreed that once the 2008 season settles down, we should try to implement the 2007 idea (to increase the availability of senior assessors for afternoon games) that PL 1st grade referee be allocated to undertaken a 1:00pm assessment (on PL Res or adjacent field) rather than just act as Assistant on PL Res. Maybe only every 2nd week and subject to individual agreement. [This concept was not implemented in 2007 due to Compman difficulties].

3.2
Upgrades

· E&ESC confirmed that for C2 & C1 upgrades, candidates are to be ‘approved’ by Branch Coach prior to Secretary lodging field test requests with Football NSW. This means that for C1, initial application to Football NSW must be for theory only.

· As the C1 and C2 courses/exams are held end May, this means candidates will have at least  Jun-Aug experience doing appropriate level games, and if appropriate and approved, their field test application can be then lodged early in the following year for NSW  assessment in the Mar-May period

· This approach is designed to ensure candidates are capable before being sent out, and to reduce the number of field test failures which occurred this year.

3.3
Training Courses

· 1st course for 2008 scheduled to commence on Mon 25th Feb. Currently have approx 20 names interested. CH United advised they will heavily promote and expect 20+ attendees. Thus, at this stage I would expect 5-60 at the course. 6 seniors have registered their interest.

· Venue in Hills area yet to be set. Spoke to Baulkham Hills Sports and they are looking at $80/night. Unfortunately, North Rocks is probably too small and can only handle 40-45, whilst Fred Caterson is considered generally too difficult for access in traffic, etc. JK will investigate other possible venues, with decision to be made by mid to end Jan at latest.

· CH Utd have also requested we deliver a coaches/crash course at their premises in March (i.e. either 1 x Sat afternoon, or 2 x Fri nights), as well as a Roo-Ball course – final details to be confirmed early 2008.

3.4
Training Materials

· MC agreed to order 150 DVDs plus any missing training material for the library. JK to lodge order with FFA this week.

· Noted that FFA has doubled the price of training books (from $2.50ea to $5.00ea) which would add $10/person to course costs. Determined not to supply candidates with individual work books but will provide extracts of key pages (therefore no workbooks to be ordered)

3.5
General

· Groupings:

· Determined that (probably) 5 groups should be established for seniors

· E&ESC to work with AO (Ian) re reviewing/updating allocation of members to groups, as well as allocating games to groups.

· Phil to prepare draft in consultation with Ian for finalisation at next E&ESC meeting, at which Ian will be invited to attend representing Appointments SC.

· Calendar: Draft calendar unchanged – to be reviewed and updated as information comes to hand

· Football NSW seminar: No details of date or agenda available to E&ESC. E&ESC to develop a draft agenda for GDSRA seminar, which will be modified based on any NSW seminar.

3.6
E&ESC – Meeting Mon 21st January 2008
3.7
Upgrades/Assessments

· Confirmed that Jim Jullierat and John Levvell, who regularly do assessments and evaluations, be invited to attend next course at no charge to update their current knowledge of the Laws.

· Confirmed that C1 and C2 candidates who pass their theory examinations are to get practical on-field experience within Granville during the Jun-Aug period, then be assessed by Branch Coach early in the following season with a view to them doing their field tests at the beginning of the season (Mar-May timeframe).

· Assessed those people that need upgrades as follows (subject to their confirmation):

	Class
	Action
	

	C1-2
	Assessment then Field Test
	David Lambkin

	C2-2
	C1 Theory
	Nil

	C2-3
	Assessment then Field Test
	Michelle Allen, Warren Ballard, Chris Charlton

Amanda Davis, Tushaar Dhar, Scott Hatfield (snr)

Brett Hunt, Aiden Minard, Brad Mitchell, Ian Welch

Greg McLoughlin, James Watton, Keith Westley


3.8
Groupings

· The meeting determined the following grouping to apply for 2008:

	Group 100
	P/L 1st, Sen/1, Sen/2, 21/1
	

	Group 200
	P/L Res, Sen/3, Sen/4, 21/2, 18/1, 35/1
	

	Group 300
	Sen/5, Sen/6, Sen/7, 16/1, 17/1, 18/2 ,35/2, 35/3
	

	Group 400
	Sen/8 & below, 15/1, 16/2, 17/2, 35/3 and below, O45
	

	Group 500
	14/1, 14/2, 15/x, 16/x
	Mainly last year’s juniors 

	Group 600
	Remaining junior games
	All new refs start here


· After setting the grouping of games, the meeting then allocated all existing active members to a respective group for input into Arbiter by the Appointments Officer.

· Will referees know their groupings? If that is what you would like then we will assess that. If you do not use the Referees Assessment form and give these to the teams how can we judge what games you are worthy of doing.

· You need to use these forms so that the E&ESC and the Branch Coach can assess how you are going and if you need to be moved to higher games.

3.9
Training Courses/Materials

· 1st course for 2008 scheduled to commence on Mon 25th Feb at Carlingford West PS. Brochure prepared and reviewed, and to be distributed tomorrow to all clubs via M. Briggs. 

· Confirmed that CH Utd have requested a coaches crash course at their premises in March (i.e. either 1 x Sat afternoon, or 2 x Fri nights), as well as a Roo-Ball course – final details to be confirmed early 2008. TO be advised to all clubs.

· FFA materials should be available by mid Feb. Joe to confirm delivery of FIFA Law Books.

3.10
General

· Football NSW seminar: Scheduled for Sat 2nd February at Ryde-Eastwood Leagues Club. E&ESC will develop a draft agenda for GDSRA seminar, which will be modified based on any NSW seminar.

· Juniors retire to their Session

4.
Minutes of Previous Meeting – No 07/2007 on 10th August 2007

· Moved:
  Amanda Davis


Seconded:  Robert Lodden

4.1
Matters arising:

5.
Webmaster

5.1
Some new law quizzes have been added to the website for member's to test their knowledge. They can be found by using the drop down menu under "Laws" and clicking on "More Laws of the Game Quizzes".

5.2
The links page has been updated to include two new links "The Irish Soccer Referees Society - Cork Branch" and "Isle of Man Referees' Society".  Julian Carosi's Website link has also been updated to its new location.   To view the new links you can go to the drop down menu bar and click on "Links" then click on "Links to External Sites". 

5.3
Details of the "History of the Laws of the Game" have been added to the GDSRA Website.  The information can be found on the website by clicking on "GDSRA & History" on the main drop down menu and scrolling down to "History of the Laws" and clicking on it.  It can be also accessed under the "Laws" drop down menu".     

5.4
The October 25, 2007 Draft AGM Minutes are now available in the "Meetings" section of the web site.  This can be found under "Members Information" on the main drop down menu (on the Home Page) and scrolling down to the sub menu "Meetings" and clicking on it.  

5.5
The 2007 Annual Report has been added to the website.  The report can be located under "Members Information" on the main drop down menu (0n the Home Page) and scrolling down to the sub menu "Referee's Document" and then the sub sub menu "Referee's Reports" and clicking on it.  

5.6
The 2008 membership form is now online for members to renew their membership or new people wishing to join and become referees.  The form can be found under the drop down menu bar heading "Members' Information" and then clicking on "Membership Form".  Also it is available by clicking on the button on the main page.   

5.7
Football NSW Referees Circulars issued by the State Referees Coach, Steve Fenech have been added to the website under the "Referees' Documents" link.  To view these go to the "Members' Information" drop down menu, sub menu "Referees' Documents" and then click on sub sub menu "Referees' Circulars".

5.8
Details of Referees' Reimbursements for 2008 have been added under the "Referees' Documents" link.  Access can also be obtained under the "Members Information" drop down menu and then clicking on "Referees Fees 2008".  These referees' payments are as approved by the board of Football NSW on October 5, 2007 and cover all competitions within the State.   

5.9
The forum has picked up a little with a couple of new contributors but is still too quiet.  Could we have a few more members utilising this resource please?  I understand that many don’t like to get involved and just look but why not have a go at generating some good discussion?

5.10
Average Statistics for January 2008 are up a little from December 2007 from the last month.  As it is the off season many members are obviously not utilising our Association’s Website.  The statistics are as follows:

· Average hits per hour – 81; Average hits per day – 1,966; Average files per day – 1,178; Average pages per day – 223; Average visits per day – 115; Average Kbytes per day – 49,973; 11.

· Total hits for January 2008 are as follows:

· Total hits – 60,958

· Total files – 36,530

· Total pages – 6,913

· Total visits – 3,576

· Total Kbytes – 1,510,037

“On the Sidelines” was the most visited page, followed by “History”, “Ground Locations”, 2007 Handbook”, “Online Shop”, “Updates”, “Next Referees Course”, “Referees Fees 2008”, “Committee” “2008 Membership Form”, “Web Games” and “Terms of Use of the Website”.

5.12
Countries Visiting Our Site (Traffic) in January, 2008 are as follows:

· Australia – 46.14% - the lowest ever recorded; Ireland – 28.90%; United States – 17.78%; Great Britain (UK) – 2.16%; Germany – 0.67%; Switzerland – 0.61%; Taiwan – 0.61%; France – 0.52%; Sweden – 0.35%; Canada – 0.28%; Hong Kong – 0.24%; Netherland – 0.18%; New Zealand – 0.16%; Georgia – 0.14%; Norway – 0.13%; Pakistan – 0.13%; Egypt – 0.12%; Uganda – 0.11%; Lithuania – 0.08%; Belgium – 0.08%; Hungary – 0.07%; Austria – 0.07%; Indonesia – 0.07%; Malta – 0.07%; Singapore – 0.07%; China – 0.06%; Czechoslovakia – 0.05%; Philippines – 0.05%; Romania - 0.04%; United Arab Emirates – 0.03%; Greece – 0.01%; Poland – 0.01%; Fiji – 0.01%.

5.13
Once again there are some new countries using our website as a resource but the numbers are really down this month for Australia.  Paddy has got his Irish referees really using our website and it’s good to see Greece back on the list for Jim.  It is interesting to note that the use of our website, as a resource, is more appreciated by overseas participants than our own members judging by the fact that they only used it 46% of this month to 54% use by other countries.

6.
NSWSRI – 6th February 2007

6.1
Format State Titles, may be open only to PYLP Members,

6.2
Total cost of running NSWSRI in 2007 was $121,920.  FNSW seeking budget of $280,000

6.3
Affiliation fees up to April 2008, including insurance

6.4
Sub-committee to be formed for submission on match fees for 2009,

6.5
Motion moved to establish a Trust Fund and for NSWSRI to transfer funds into the Trust,

6.6
Branches to make submission on future role of NSWSRI.

7.
Football NSW

7.1 Seminar on Saturday 2nd February.  JMcG, CY & JR attended.

7.2 Elliott do you have all the email addresses of the new people on the Judiciary? NO. Email Elsbeth to request.

8.
GDSFA Judiciary

8.1
Wednesday at Auburn Soccer Sports Club, except the 4th week which will be on Thursday.

9.
GDSFA of Presidents and Secretaries – 30th January 2008
9.1
Presentation by Coke

9.2
Presentation by FFA on Small Sided Games

9.3
Discussion on support for Over 45 comp, appears to have enough

9.4 Next Ladies meeting on 29th February 2008 7 PM at Max Ruddock

9.5 GDSRA put forward an admin Fee which the clubs debated on. GDSFA has decided they will pay the admin fee of 15%

9.6 Add this to AAGM. Levy to be put to nil

10.
Liaison Officer

10.1
Centenary Dinner – Update.  I have been to both the Crowne Plaza and Parramatta workers to talk with the about prices and availability etc for the 2nd week in September.  The Crowne Plaza won’t budge on there price of $80.00 per person.  The room is beautiful but beyond our budget.  The room at Parramatta Workers are very nice, will accommodate 200 to 220.  The price includes a 3 course sit down meal and during my talks with the club the estimate around $3000 would be enough for drinks. This equates to an additional cost of about $13.00 per person for 220 people.  I have been in contact with Parramatta Leagues to talk with them in regards to the room they have at the club also about a function centre they have in Dundas.  I haven’t heard back yet but I will chase them before next week and I will be able to update you all then.

10.2
I have written to Bunnings in Auburn to ask for donations as well as organising the BBQ hopefully over the Easter weekend when they are very busy.  I would also like to investigate dates with them to do it again in possible April, May June and July.  For one weekend per month.

10.3
I will again be running the raffles this year starting next week.  I would also like to investigate having a commemorative bottle of port made for the 100 year celebrations to be sold to those members who would like the memento..
11.
Equipment Officer

11.1
Nil.

12.
Appointments

12.1
We have some trial games for Metro League scheduled.  We have loaded the season draw for Metro League for games involving Granville into the Arbiter.

12.2
We are currently waiting for trial game requests for Youth League.

12.3
Both renewing and new members have to, once their paperwork has been sent to the Secretary, email activate@gdsra.com.au to have their access to the arbiter enabled. You must do this otherwise you can’t log in. Once you have logged in, please take note of the instructions on the main page and complete the requested information.

12.4
The E&ESC have regrouped game levels and assigned Referees into the particular groupings for the new season.

12.5
We have no firm date for receiving the District Draw. It is likely to be in late March. We will keep you informed as we know more.

12.6 System with Blue Slips will remain the same as in 2007

12.7 Trial games will come by email not through arbiter

13.
Ordinary Members

13.1
Nil

14.
Secretary

14.1 It has come the news that Kristian Griffiths-Jones and Lee Corey have both been awarded scholarships under the National Officiating Scholarship Program via the Australian Sports Commission.  The pair will attend a workshop in Brisbane on Friday 8th February which will run for three days.  Football NSW would like to congratulate the duo upon this achievement.  The program involves overseas travel.
14.2 As at 7th February, only 42 members have renewed their membership.
14.3 The date for the 2007 AAGM will be set once the auditor completes the audit of the accounts.
15.
Treasurer

15.1 2 outstanding Clubs at present  Total  approx $700.00

16.
Assistant Secretary

16.1
Nil.
17
Child Protection Officer

17.1
All renewing members required to complete attachments 4 and 5.

18.
General Business

18.1 Football NSW forms are being handed around. Please fill them in. It is arequirement.

18.2 Trial games. You must activate your arbiter account to be considered for these games.

18.3 AO explained what you have to do to activate your arbiter account.

18.4 FFA log books should be used as a log for what games you have done to enable you to upgrade.

18.5 ID cards are there for you to pick up

18.6 If you have nominated for the PYL or WPL you need to check your emails regularly. Not once a week but every day. You have nominated for these panels if you have not accepted by tonight someone else will be nominated.

18.7 Uniforms, advice came through tonight from the National Coach. The only uniforms to be worn will be the black and the fluoro. FFA badge & FNSW badge are both to be worn.

18.8 Wait for the advice from FNSW then discuss the matter at Mgt level in the first instance.

18.9 GDSRA  badge can be worn but we are not sure where.

18.10 Training: Tuesday 6:30 at Tigers West athletics track. Percy Street , Lidcombe. All invited.

18.11 Reminder 15th March Seminar. Commences 1:00 PM If you cannot make it please advise the Secretary.

18.12 Alternate 20/3/08 7:00PM

18.13 Name badges have been discussed at the MC meetings. Reasons: at the GM  it is a form of recognition so that you know who you are talking to. Optional to wear at grounds. Replacement if lost will cost a member $5.00.

18.14 Motion moved  Philip Thomas. Seconded John Higgins.

Motion carried

18.16
How many will attend the 100 yr dinner?  Almost all at the meeting.

Raffle drawn - Winners: Nicholas Backo & John Rooney

Meeting Closed PM 8:50PM

Next meeting 10th April 2008
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