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1908 - 2008

GRANVILLE DISTRICT SOCCER REFEREES ASSOCIATION Inc.

Association No: Y1061210

Minutes of General Meeting
No: 05/2008
Venue: Merrylands Bowling Club

Date: 14h August 2008 commencing at approximately 7:30pm

1. Attendance & Apologies: As per attendance sheet.

2. Welcome
3 Branch Coach

3.1 Well the final series is with us. The referee must give instructions to the assistants before the games. If you are a first year referee and you have Jim Nicalou on your line, tell him what YOU want him to do. These instructions are important. Please specify who will write first for goals and cards, so that someone is watching the field. Also be at your ground, half an hour before the game. If you are running later than half an hour before kick off, ring the senior referee on your field, or he may replace you.
3.2 The players think that their game is the most important game of the day. Even if they are 9/6 or P/L. Please treat them in a manner that reflects this thought. We all cannot do the division one games, but remember the players need your best efforts, so be proud of the game that you do.
3.3 Evaluations have been coming in. Offsides and too soft on ladies games are the two top complaints. Most reports are good and very good. If you have any of the three line evaluation sheets, please destroy them so that next year we only have five line evaluation sheets.
3.4 Inspections have been a bit slow this month, due to the wet weather and games being moved at the last minute, even as late as Saturday mornings. This makes it difficult to get assessors out. Any how we have done some new badge inspections, and upgrades 4 to 3.
3.5 Phil sent an email re people to be inspected for C3, most had already been done. List has been given to Jim Nicolaou on who has been done.

3.6 Evaluations sent to members where possible. Some have bounced back.

3.7 To date there have had no inspections on Premier League
4 Webmaster
4.1 Under our Law Questions and Answers page has been added a PowerPoint Slide Presentation on "Identifying and Dealing with Foul Challenges" which shows examples of fouls and challenges and how to deal with them when considering if the challenge is careless, reckless or excessive.  This can be found by clicking on "Laws" on the drop down menu and then "Law Questions" on the sub menu and "Foul Challenges" on the sub sub menu. It is well worth a look for a better understanding of fouls and challenges and what action to take.

4.2 Check out some of the excellent resources with have on our website – they are there for member’s information and education.  Try surfing the site, your will be surprised at the range of topics and assistance that is on the site which is of benefit to all members – both junior and senior – experienced or just starting referees.

4.3 The forum is having a little better use but still is too quiet with several lookers but little participation.  It would be appreciated if more members used this facility.  It is frustrating that such a good resource is not well used!  Average Statistics for July 2008 are down on May which again is disappointing considering our season is in full swing excluding washouts.  The statistics are as follows:

· Average hits per hour – 112; Average hits per day – 2,711; Average files per day – 1,826; Average pages per day – 2762; Average visits per day – 140; Average Kbytes per day – 82,487

4.4 Total hits for July 2008 are as follows:

· Total hits – 84,053; Total files – 56,628; Total pages – 8,559; Total visits – 4,3656; Total Kbytes – 2,500,073

4.5 “Laws of the Game 2008-2009” was the most visited page, followed by “Ground Locations”, “Online Shop”, “History of the Whistle”, “Links”, “Sidelines”, “Committee”, “2208 Handbook”, “Updates”, “History”, “Online Appointments”, “Referee Reports”, Site Map”, “FFA Coaching”, “Information for Referees 2008”, “Games”, “2008 Membership Form”  and “Terms of Website Use”.

4.6 Countries Visiting Our Site (Traffic) in July, 2008 are as follows:

· Australia – 59.35%; Ireland – 21.73%; United States – 14.62%; Great Britain (UK) – 2.82%; France – 0.30%; Canada – 0.12%; New Zealand – 0.11%; India – 0.11%; Japan – 0.09%; Denmark – 0.08%; Norway – 0.07%; Germany – 0.06%; Spain – 0.05%; Sweden – 0.05%; Philippines – 0.05%; Israel – 0.04%; China – 0.03%; Belgium – 0.03%; Poland – 0.03%; Singapore – 0.03%; Ukraine – 0.03%; Netherlands – 0.03%; Italy – 0.02%; South Africa – 0.02%; Luxembourg – 0.02%; Greece – 0.02%; Chile – 0.02%; Nigeria – 0.02%; Hong Kong – 0.01%

4.7
Another disappointing usage by Australia at only 59.35% although this was slightly up on last month.  Our Irish friends are continuing to use our resources with a usage of 21.73%; Paddy must have all his family and friends logging on at a constant rate.  Our Greek friends have returned with 15 visits last month; Jim must have spread the word via fax!  With the finals series nearly upon us I would hope that our own members will be logging on more often to check out procedures, etc.  It would be nice if we could get the Australian figures back up to the 90% level as it was in the early days of the launching of our website.

4.8
In the news lately are two of our dual registered referees – Kristian Griffiths-Jones and Nick Backo:

· Football NSW Premier League Match Official, Kristian Griffiths-Jones is set to travel to the UK in the coming weeks to undertake an unprecedented study tour of the English Premier League.  The whistleblower will also take a study tour of the Premier Group Match Officials Limited (PGMOL).  The PGMOL controls, selects, trains and appoints the match officials that are seen each week in the English Premier League (EPL). 

4.9 Twenty year old Nicholas Backo joined the NSW State League Football Referees Inc last year from the Granville branch.   Nicholas has also developed into a very good Assistant Referee and surprisingly it's his first year in the Telechoice Premier League panel.  The main reason why he has developed so quickly can be easily attributed to his attitude towards implementing coaching points from assessors.  Under the watchful eye of the NSW State League Football Referees Inc Nicholas will without a doubt progress further in the State.  He is also on the new “A” league Youth League AR Panel.

4.10 Congratulations to both on their success which is well deserved.  Just proves that GDSRA is certainly doing an excellent job in mentoring and developing referees
5. NSWSRI – 5th August 2008
5.1
Terms of reference for the Referees Administration Group have been agreed by FNSW and distributed.
6. GDSFA Judiciary

6.1
Nil.
7. GDSFA General Meeting – 23rd July 2008
7.1 Summary of recent juniors meeting, to highlight extent of "abuse".  Requested club support to assist and protect juniors. Presented and spoke to policy on Unacceptable Behaviour.  Elaborated the policy was a further step in the MC of both organisations working together under the overall 'zero tolerance' guidelines to establish fair and workable processes (Ken verbally endorsed this 'working together' statement.  Noel proposed the policy be immediately included in GDSFA Bylaws for club refs as well. Clubs elected to refer to their committees for comment and ratify next meeting. Agreed the Bylaw sub-committee needs to be reconvened during summer to look at this policy and other enhancements.
7.2 O35/2 finals format to be 1-4 = Div 1 finals, 5-8 Div 2 finals
7.3 Resolved all minutes to be distributed to clubs and available on website within 72 hours.
7.4 All summer-soccer players to have GDSFA issued ID card (will have different colour or border), and be under jurisdiction of GDSFA Judiciary.
7.1 After meeting, Norwest spoke to me re critical need for ref for Norwest v Kewpies Sen/2 match. I advised 'ban' had been lifted but didn't know if ref was available/appointed as appointments were primarily completed by Tue afternoon (ie before MC meeting).
8.
Liaison Officer

8.1
Tickets available for the Centenary Dinner in September.
9.
Equipment Officer

9.1
Nil
10
Football NSW

10.1
Nil
11.
Minutes of Previous Meeting 05/2008 of 10th July 2008 - Moved: Seconded: 

Matters Arising:

11.1


12.
Appointments

12.1
Sunday Premier League catch up game.
13
E&ESC
13.1
Delivered a SSG/RooBall session at Lidcombe on Thu 24/7 @7:17pm. This went very well with some keen future referees there
14.
Ordinary Members

14.1
Nil
15.
Secretary

15.1
Still chasing some MPO forms.
16.
Treasurer

16.1
Instructed to pay Joe & Ian’s phone bills.

18.2
Not billed clubs for June as yet. Computer crashed.

18.3
Affiliation to FNSW paid.

18.4
60 & 90 day accounts to be sent to Jeff to be taken up with Michael. Payment to be made within 7 days.

18.5
July purchases approved.
19.
Assistant Secretary

19.1
Nil.
20
Child Protection Officer

20.1
All renewing members required to complete attachments 4 and 5.
21.
Incidents

21.1
Record maintained by Secretary and presented at each Management Committee meeting.

22.
General Business

22.1

Meeting Closed Next and Last GM.  Next Meeting will be AGM on 23rd October 2008
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