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GRANVILLE DISTRICT SOCCER REFEREES ASSOCIATION Inc.

Association No: Y1061210

Minutes of General Meeting
No: 03/2010
Venue: Merrylands Bowling Club

Date: 13th May 2010 commencing at approximately Junior Session at 7pm & 7:40pm

1. Attendance and Apologies: As per attendance sheet
2 Branch Coach
2.1 Well another year underway. A lot of new referees on the park. Deniz has been busy getting mentors out with the new referees. Most are improving, though there are still a few who still assistance.

2.2 It is important that referees try out the suggestions from the mentors. They do not always work exactly as you are told, but try and see how you can use these suggestions. None of us are clones, but the suggestions are there to give you a learning path.

2.3 Offside is still the main problem as far as coaches are concerned. Make sure that you know the rules and apply them. One problem is where the defender heads the ball, or kicks it back, and an attacker in an offside position is penalized for offside. Remember that the ball must be last played by a team mate before a player in judged to be offside.

2.4 Please get that arm up for indirect free kicks, and hold it there until the ball is touched by another player, or goes out, before you pull your arm down.

2.5 The arm only goes up for indirect free kicks, so make sure that you know which fouls are the ten penal offences, and all others are indirect free kicks.

2.6 When a coach calls for an interchange, acknowledge to the coach that he can go ahead with the interchange. Watch the first interchange closely to see that the players do not come onto the field before his team mate has left the field.

2.7 Ensure that you know that corners for players up to 12 take them 8 yards out from the penalty area line along the goal line. Up to 10, the goal kicks are taken level with the penalty mark anywhere within the goal area markings. Free kicks to defenders within the penalty area, can be moved up level with the penalty spot mark, these changes allow the younger players to get the ball into play easier.

2.8 When running lines, listen the instructions from the referee, and keep level with the second last defender, and run to the goal line when a goal is eminent. 

2.9 Learn to scan the field during stoppages. You can see problems between players developing and act before it blows up. Also count the players when you are resting, as the young players can easily have 12 players on the field, they get excited and do often come on when they should not.

2.10 It is good to at last see some physical training being carried out. It is being organized by Lyn, Monique, Nick, and Ryan.  All of you should try and attend these training sessions GK’s can wear the same coloured shirts as each other. It must always be different to the Referee.
3
Examination & Education Subcommittee
3.1
RAG meeting explained that State Regrading Applications need to be made on specific form.  On receipt of the form for GDSRA applicants who have completed Class 1 or 2 Theory and now wish to complete field tests, then appointments for field tests will be made.  State Class 1 & 2 field tests will be conducted in Prem & Prem Reserve district games respectively as before. Only FFA National qualifications that need to be conducted at the higher level matches.
3.2 As discussed at the General Meeting on Thursday, 8 April 2010, the Education & Examination Sub-Committee will be holding Fitness Nights for Members for the 2010 season. Dates: 26th of April, 24th of May and the 28th of June Time: 6:30pm – 8:30pm

3.1 Merrylands Bowling Club for the assessors meeting for Monday 19th April to commence at 7-30 pm.  Need to discuss the format, content and presenters.

3.2 There has been a change to the previous email for the FINAL FITNESS TEST. Daniel Street one has been cancelled.  It will now be held on Wednesday 5th May at North Rocks Park at 6-30 pm

3.3 Handout promoting the new Training Sessions at the back of the room. Please make sure you take on with you. It is beneficial to everyone not only the new referees or the young ones. It will build a bit of a social atmosphere as well.

4 Mentoring & Assessing Activities

4.1 With the exception of few seniors who were appointed to do afternoon games, mentors have been assigned to most junior games involving new referees. It is hard to put a statistic on how many games have been covered by mentors since there is no feedback given to the Mentoring Co-coordinator on which of the mentors have turned up to oversee new referees in the earlier rounds, except to say, mentors have been assigned over the last 4 rounds to oversee in excess of 140 new referees (both as centre referees and as ARs). If there are any new members who have not been supported by mentors or any members who would like senior referees to oversee their games, could they please notify Deniz Ulutas.

4.2 Mentors have only been assigned to Granville District games on Saturdays only. To date, less than 10% of the mentors assigned to games have provided feedback on the new referees. As such, it is requested that any reports that they may be holding onto is forwarded either to the Mentoring Co-coordinator or the Branch Coach. Feedback is important to identify areas to address from an education perspective as well as those new members who may still require some additional support and guidance.

4.3 Assessing - Formal inspections will commence soon. This will involve those referees:

· who have not been badged,

· who have not been reviewed for a length of time,

· where club evaluation sheets suggest an inspection is warranted, or

· those who have requested for a class upgrade

4.4
Handout promoting the new Training Sessions at the back of the room. Please make sure you take on with you. It is beneficial to everyone not only the new referees or the young ones. It will build a bit of a social atmosphere as well.

5. Webmaster

5.1
Apologies for my limited involvement the last few months but I have had work commitments and have had some health problems.  To top it all off I have injured my right knee refereeing last week.  So not a happy chappy at the moment with the pain I have!   Hopefully I will not be out for too long.

5.2 The May 2010 Referees course is currently running at North Rocks and is nearing completion.  There are around 20 participants.

5.3 The forum is not as active as it be but has approved marginally over last month.  It would be nice if we had a little more participation.

5.4 Average Statistics for April 2010 are up on March with site hits increasing.  The statistics are as follows: 

· Average hits per hour – 199 - Average hits per day – 4,790 - Average files per day – 2,990 - Average pages per day – 547 - Average visits per day – 209 - Average Kbytes per day – 139,773 - Total hits for April 2010 are as follows:

· Total hits – 143,712 - Total files – 89,714 - Total pages – 16,422 - Total visits – 6,283 - Total Kbytes – 4,090,077

5.5 The most visited pages of the website was “Laws of the Game 2009 - 2010 followed by ” Respect Campaign”, “Appointment Instructions”, “Online Appointments”, “2010 Handbook”, “Online Shop”, “Updates”, “Ground Locations”, “History”, “Committee”, “Links”, “Referee Reports”, “Positioning PowerPoint Presentation” and “Refereeing Fitness”. Countries Visiting Our Site (Traffic) in April, 2010 are as follows:

· Australia – 52.59% - Ireland – 23.10% - Great Britain (UK) – 10.38% - United States – 11.49% - Canada – 0.46% - France – 0.40% - Great Britain (UK) – 10.38% - Hong Kong – 0.22% - Mauritius – 0.18% - Iran – 0.16% - South Africa – 0.16% - Italy – 0.12% - Malta – 0.10% - New Zealand – 0.09% - Russian Federation – 0.08% - Germany – 0.07% - Trinidad and Tobago – 0.06% - Singapore – 0.04% - Luxembourg – 0.03% - Philippines – 0.03% - Norway – 0.03% - Greece – 0.02% - Belgium – 0.02% - Mexico – 0.02% - Netherlands – 0.02% - India – 0.01% - Denmark – 0.01% - Vietnam – 0.01% - Brazil – 0.01% - Japan – 0.01%

5.6 A much better usage by Australia at 52.59% meaning that our members and other Australians are utilising the website more since last month.  Our Irish friends are still fining our website a useful resource with some 23% of the traffic.  Greece is continuing to visit our site with 30 visitors last month; Jim must have been drumming up some business?

6 Referees Administration Group – 4th May

6.1
Class 1 & 2 (state qualification) field tests are now underway. Application forms & theory details have been received for Granville refs:  Still awaiting application forms and theory details (to confirm availability and theory qualification).

6.2
Appointments - First round State Cup appointments for Sunday 9th May have now been allocated to local branches. Metro League appointments will no longer be decided by the Elite Development Panel (EDP). The EDP took over responsibility for these appointments in April but has now passed this responsibility back to branches. To summarise: Premier Youth League appointments are given directly to EDP referees by the EDP. For all other state appointments (State Cup, Super Youth, Development Youth & Metro League) the FNSW appointments officer Steve McAppion will send match details to local branches that will have the responsibility of allocating an appropriate referee and confirming acceptance of the appointment back to Steve. 

6.3
The control of Blacktown referees association has now been taken over by Blacktown football association, ‘by mutual consent’. This means that there are now three referee associations in NSW under football association control: Wagga Wagga, Eastern Suburbs & Blacktown. There are two others where it is reported that they may soon be taken over by the football association: Ku Ring Gai & Central Coast who are both said to be in ‘amicable negotiations’ with their football associations about a takeover.
6.4
FFA registrations are now overdue.

6.5
Issues about pitch safety & an expelled referee in other districts were also raised.

6.6
Next meeting Tuesday 1st June at Valentine Park starting at 7.30pm.       

7.
GDSFA Judiciary

7.1
Round 4 or 5 and Reports are terrible. You must get the charge correct and the name,team number etc. correct.
7.2
If you send a player off then his name must be used in your report.

7.3
Some of the reports coming in are over the top. All we need is the facts. The time, the number and what happened. We don’t need a fairytale.

7.4
Brad Mitchell – We have been told in the past to use the exact words the player used. Is this still the case?

7.5
John Levvell – Are the reports from Seniors or Juniors.? Mostly Seniors.

8.
GDSFA GM 28th April 2010
8.1 There have been allegations that an unappointed referee has been refereeing games in a GDSRA shirt. Apparently he is not a GDSRA member. The secretary instructed that this must cease. Club referee vests are available and should be worn. Jim Nicolaou – Have we discovered who this was? No names were given but he was a past member and led people to believe that he was still an active referee when in fact he is not.
8.2 The rules for U/8 competition state that goalkeepers must throw the ball out and not kick from the ‘keeper’s hands.

8.3 All teams should now have ID cards for players, coaches & managers.

8.4 Late arrivals for U10 games have not been allowed to play because their name etc was on the team sheet but their shirt number was not. Although this is correct for U/14 and over (where shirt numbers must be on the team sheet prior to commencement of the game), it is not correct for U/13 and below who do not need shirt numbers according to GDSFA by-laws. Late arrivals for U/13 and below should be allowed to play if their name (but no shirt number) is on the team sheet after their ID card has been checked on arrival.

8.5 26 red cards have been given so far this season
8.6 Team sheets, please note:

· No felt pens

· Player Numbers (see 4 above), manager/coach’s/team-official’s signatures before game starts

· DNP (did not play) may be written instead of a shirt number if a player is absent. The name must not be crossed out.

· No player numbers or signatures are required on the second Referee’s Copy. The referee will complete as necessary.

8.7 The acquisition of Parramatta Eagles PCYC has now been signed and confirmed. This gives the association use of Melita Stadium on a 16 year lease. The annual cost to GDSFA could be $120,000. This is a ‘worst case scenario’ and by sponsorship and other increased income the association hopes that the venture will be self-funding. If there is a $120,000 shortfall the cost in increased annual fees to GDSFA members will be about $10 to $15 each.

8.8 Next meeting Wednesday 26th May at Parramatta RSL at 7.00pm  
8.
Liaison Officer

8.1
Change in the raffle prizes. 1 meat tray and 1 $20.00 gift voucher.
9.
Equipment Officer

9.1
Plenty of equipment available.

10.
Minutes of Previous Meeting 02/2010 of 8th April 2010
· Moved: Ben Sansom  Seconded:John Jack Rooney 
10.1 Matters Arising: 
10.2 Jim Nicoloau 17.9 is incomplete. There should be minuted that there was a motion.

10.3 Charles Yendle – Mentors was subsequently held.

11.
Appointments

11.1
TURNBACKS many are due to members blocking late. Members reminded that any changes from appointments are to be advised to the person who does those appointments.

11.2 Saturday games Philip Thomas. Sunday, Ladies & Gala Days Lyn Nielsen. Metro and youth league, state league, state cup, Joe Rovella

11.3 Due to kick off times many juniors are only getting 1 centre each week and some miss out all together
11.4 There is a Catholic Schools competition happening midweek. If you are interested please contact Stephen Courtney. 

12.
Ordinary Members

12.1
Thank you to Krisitan for helping out
12.2
We have had a few problems of late. Please understand that you can contact either Monique or myself to discuss anything to do with a game or something you just want to talk about

13
Secretary

13.1
FNSW JEWELLERY POLICY – A reminder that Referees:

· In keeping within the spirit of these guidelines, referees are required to conform to the identical standards set for the players, with the exception of the need to wear watches

· Referees need to be diligent in carrying out these instructions and be aware of players trying to circumvent the policy

· Players who are found to have breached the jewellery policy are to ask to rectify the problem prior to the commencement of the game or are to be asked to leave the field at the next stoppage in play. Where a player has disregarded an instruction from a match official to remove an article of jewellery that player is to be cautioned and shown the yellow card

· The game is not to be delayed in any way whilst a player corrects their equipment / jewellery.
13.2
Branches are being audited to ensure that everything that should happen does happen. Unless you maintain you’re active status you will lose your accreditation. You must maintain your log book at all times. These will be checked. If you are an EDP member and you do  not maintain the log book and have a FFA number then you will be removed.

13.3
The other interesting notion is that the Referees Entrance Exam will be done over the internet and only tunr up to do an examination.

13.4
Our application for funding has been accepted. Not for the amount th we requested but it has been accepted. A letter should be forthcoming soon.

13.5
We have not formally put in a request for the Admin Levy from GDSFA. We have yet to finalise our request.

13.6
Jeff McGeorge-  SRI  The money that was there was not to got to FFA it was to go back to the brances. What is the percentage to each branch and what percentage will come to GDSRA as being the 2nd biggest branch. There is a formula that has been calculated and we are hoping to have that formula explained. There was an indication that the return of this money was to be over several years.

13.7
John Gates – This was raised at the RAG meeting. No information is ever being given out as to what is happening. JR. Once we have their letter we have nothing to go by. JR has been pressing for an answer for a while

13.8
Belinda    You also have to have a log book for Assessing separate from you referees one. You will also need one for educators. If you are looking to keep your accreditation all the log books must be kept up to date or you will lose it. 

13.9
JK - in terms of the Instrctor there are none in any branch.  FIFA’s accreditation do not recognize Branch accreditation. Log books apply to State referees as requested by RAG.


FFA have finally agreed to put on an instructors course later in the year.
14
Treasurer

14.1 It has been kindly agreed by G&DSFA that a second copy of the team sheet will be provided. This will make procedures a lot simpler for the confirmation of games, as the arbiter game schedule sometimes proves to be less than perfect. The Referee is to return this copy as their claim for payment and confirmation of appointments completed. Members do not need then need to also send through the arbiter schedule. Sending both will cause more confusion then necessary. If you do not receive the team sheet then your arbiter printout of appointments (PDF/excel) version should be returned. The MC will follow up with the football association if we notice no 2nd team sheets occurring consistently. The Assistant Referee does not need to return details of that game. Any details returned by the AR will not be looked at as it will be expected the Referee schedule will be returned and checked off.

14.2 OK, have adjusted the accounts and details and emailed the auditor last night. Spoken this afternoon and he is happy, ready to go, no changes to what I have now produced. I will email final details around tonight, for circling to the MC for the agenda for the May MCM approval of the accounts, to then be ready for the AGM.
14.3 Presented final accounts as approved with the Auditor today. Unaudited accounts presented at the AGM last year are: 

· The write-off of the $1,800 with Lidcombe Falcons which was originally shown in the referees fee reconciliation was moved to a direct expense rather than being in the reconciliation. This achieves better disclosure representing a direct cost to GDSRA rather than forming part of the 2010 referees fees amounts No change to the surplus occurs from this as was presented 

· The two lines at the bottom of each of the excel pages were added to say the accounts also must be read in conjunction with the word document 

· the word document was split into the Statement by MC and also the Notes as a separate and identifiable section 

14.4
That is all otherwise no other changes to the presented amounts.

14.5
All changes to you appointments must be sent to Philip.

14.6
James explained the way our payments are made. Usually payments are made monthly generally once a month at least.

14.7
We want in the first instance the second team sheet.

14.6
If you do anything different to your appointments you must notify the Appointments team member who does those appointments.
15
Member Protection Officer

151
Nil
16
Incidents

16.1
Mudgee State Titles on 15th October alleging an assault upon a Referee by other Referees.  GPT Hearing at FNSW 15th December 2009.

16.2
31st January Super Youth League U18 PCYC Vs Dulwich Hill abandoned due to violence.
16.3
There will be additions to this as there have been quite a few incidents over the last  few weeks

17
General Business

17.1
Badges awarded to: Paul Farnhill, Mehmet Ayata, Ben Samson, 
17.2
Inspection reports handed out.

17.3
Taps Awards given
17.4
10 year Mebership Award – Kristian Griffith-Jones


20 year Membership Award – Jim Juilleriat

17.5
Chris Walsh – Asking about Assessments for upgrades. He has been a Referee for 3 years and has never been assessed.

17.6
John Jack Rooney- Suggestions for Judiciary – A few years back when you had an R& you didn’t have to put in a Send off Report. I’d like to suggest we go back to that. It is not our Competition, GDFA would have to allow that as it’s their send off codes. This needs to be brought up befor the next MC meeting.

17.7
All send off reports should be sent to Joe Rovella , Elliott Moretti and John Jack Rooney

17.8
AR’s- If you don’t witness the incident or you don’t hear it don’t put in a report.

17.9
At our last Branc Coaches meeting we were asked that Referee sent in a report on R7’s 

17.10
Under the By Laws of GDSFA Under 13’s do not have to have Numbers on their shirts. If there is anumber on the shirt the number goes on the team sheet

17.11
There have been 3 incidents where u/9’s should have been shown the Red card. They don’t care what age they are. If they do something that deserves a red then they get a red. NO exceptions.

17.12
Brad Mitchell – I have been put up to Prem Reserves but what is the next process? You continue to do those games while Assessors will continually assess and coach you until they feel you’re ready and then your paperwork goes in.

17.13
Peter Wilson-Mosey. I’d like to thank Dave Maiden, Dee Jonsson, Steve Prattent for their assistance and support when needed.

17.2
Raffle drawn     
Meeting Closed pm    Next GM 10th June
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