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GRANVILLE DISTRICT SOCCER REFEREES ASSOCIATION Inc.

Formed in 1908
Association No: Y1061210

Minutes of General Meeting
No: 03/2006

Venue: Merrylands Bowling Club

Date: 13th April 2006 commencing at approximately 7:30pm

1. Attendance & Apologies: As per record sheet.

2. Guest Speaker – Doug Rennie

2.1
Excellent presentation on ‘Man Management
3. Branch Coach

3.1
A successful Granville assessors and inspectors field test and seminar was held mid March. Many thanks to the Dinosaur for running these two nights, and thank you to all those who attended.

3.2
Phil has started putting referees on games for inspections, one referee was passed on 1-4-06, and a number were out for the weekend 8-4-06. Many thanks to Barry for his assistance with Phil to get these candidates on the park.

3.3
The Granville referees seminar was held at Merrylands Bowling Club on 25-3-06. A later word on the offside law has been sent by Joe to all referees, and should be read before officiating at any more games.

3.4
A successful referee’s course was also held in March / April at Baulkham Hills Sporting Club.

3.5
All inspection reports should be sent to me, and I will FAX them on to Jim, after recording the results, and reading the reports.

3.6
Please give each of the teams that you are refereeing a club evaluation sheet, before the game, to be filled in by them and sent to us via Granville Football. These evaluation sheets assist us to assist you, in putting you on better games, and giving you assistance where it is required. I can look up the scores of the two teams, to be able to evaluate the validity of the reports. These reports are confidential to myself, and are only discussed with the exam board chairman where I think that it will be of assistance to the referee.”

3.7
Annually there is a National Titles for Ladies. It is n excellent platform to expand your refereeing ability
4. Education & Examination Subcommittee

4.1
Cost of Course at BHSC was $250.

4.2
Booked the auditorium at Merrylands Bowling Club to hold the next referees course on the 5 Mondays in May.  Before end of March, I will prepare an advertising brochure for circulation to clubs, etc.

4.3
Contacted by Ron Beaumont and invited to attend a special NSWSRI "education' meeting with other Sydney-based education officers on Mon 28 March to review and provide feedback on the new FFA L5-L1 course material, especially new candidates material (L5-L3).

4.4
We have ordered 3 sets of the training material.

4.5
2nd Seminar next Thursday, at 7.30PM in this room

4.6
Class 1 & Class 2 upgrades Monday 1st, 8th, 15th & 22nd at Winston Hills

4.7
  A new course for seniors will be held here at Merrylands commencing 1st May.

4.8
  There will be another fitness test. 28th April, 2006 Daniel Street Park at 6.30PM

· Juniors retire to their Session

5. Minutes of Previous Meeting – No 02/2006 on 9th March 2006

· Moved:
Phil Thomas


Seconded: Amanda Davis  

6. Webmaster

6.1
Soccer NSW has published a new policy on smoking in technical areas and at soccer fields.  Effective immediately are the following requirements:

(a)
The banning of smoking by players for the duration of the match in which he or she is participating, and which is under the control of Soccer NSW, or any of its Members or affiliates, and;

(b)
The banning of smoking by staff, officials, players, referees and volunteers in technical areas, access ways to and from the field of play, canteen servery and preparation areas, dressing rooms, change rooms and medical rooms (this includes referees rooms).  It is up to the local Associations and Clubs to impose their own rules regarding smoking within their clubhouse.

· Please note that the Granville District Soccer Football Association has banned smoking within 10 metres from any field in district games!

· This policy has been added to our website and can be located under the "Referees Documents" section of the web site.  Clicking on the drop down menu “Members Information” sub menu “Referees Documents” and then clicking on “Other Documents and Articles” can find this.  The article is in PDF format so you will need a PDF reader to view it.

6.2
On March 4, 2006 the IFAB had its AGM where the law changes for the 2006/2007 season were discussed.  I have prepared a PowerPoint presentation showing the outcome of the AGM.  If you click on the 2nd button in the middle of the front page of the website you can view this information.  It is well worth a read, as it will come in force for us next season (2007). 

6.3
The fitness test dates have been added to the website.  They are as follows:


12th March, Sunday 8.30am Barton Park North Parramatta – 13 Attended


19th March, Sunday 8.30am Barton Park, North Parramatta – 8 Attended


24th March, Friday 6.30pm Daniel Street Park, Greystanes – 4 Attended


26th March, Sunday 8.30am Barton Park, North Parramatta -8 Attended 


31st March, Friday 6.30pm Daniel Street Park, Greystanes – 15 Attended


2nd April. Sunday 8.30am Barton Park, North Parramatta – 13 Attended

6.4
New for 2006 is a new feature titled "On the Sidelines with Leachy" which is an interview type discussion with a GDSRA member along the lines of "60 seconds with Sterlo" on the "Footie Show".  As the season goes by look out for popular referee Glenn Leach trying to interview you or a colleague.  The idea for the segment was his so it is fitting that he be the guy out and about doing the hard yards.  This new feature can be found under the main drop down menu under "Members Information" sub menu "On The Sidelines".  This new feature can also be viewed by clicking on the 3rd button in the middle of the front page of the website. 

6.5
Details of Referees' Reimbursements for 2006 have been added under the Referees' Documents link.  Access can also be obtained under the "Members Information" drop down menu and then clicking on "Referees Fees 2006".  These referees' payments are as approved by the board of Soccer NSW on November 15, 2005 and cover all competitions within the State.    

6.6
I am hoping the forum starts to get some more participation now that the season is about to commence.  There are some excellent contributions and great discussions and I encourage you to use this GDSRA members’ facility.  If you feel that the forum is a waste of time then I will remove it.  I would appreciate candid comments as to why it isn’t being used by many members and just the regulars. 

6.7
Average Statistics for March 2006 have picked up a little even though it is still our off-season with only trial games happening.  The statistics are as follows:
· Average hits per hour – 127; Average hits per day – 2,977; Average files per day – 1,633; Average pages per day – 217; Average visits per day – 97; Average Kbytes per day – 36,737; 4.8
Total hits for March 2006 are as follows: Total hits – 76,177; Total files – 41,373; Total pages – 5,573; Total visits – 2,587; Total Kbytes – 955,537

6.8
The forum continues to be the most used page closely followed by the laws of the game.

6.9
Countries Visiting Our Site (Traffic) in March 2006 are as follows:

· Australia – 76.17%; Ireland - 12.44%; USA – 6.39%; UK – 2.19%; Canada – 0.66%; Japan – 0.41%; Hong Kong – 0.34%; Philippines – 0.22%; Lithuania – 0.21%; Denmark – 0.16%; Germany – 0.15%; Norway – 0.15%; France – 0.11%; Sweden – 0.07%; Taiwan – 0.06%; Greece – 0.06%; Russia – 0.06%; New Zealand – 0.03%; Brazil – 0.03%; Italy – 0.02%; Saudi Arabia – 0.02%; Kenya – 0.02%; Mexico – 0.01%; Netherlands – 0.01%; Senegal – 0.01%

6.10
It is interesting to see that a few countries who don’t normally access our website have taken a look.  I also see that Jim has asked a few of his relatives in Greece to have a look at what we do in Australia. 

6.11
Judging by the number of e-mails and telephone calls I am receiving it is amazing how many members have forgotten their simple 4 digit password to access their appointments.  I have even had a few who are asking me for their username; amazing how one forgets their own name.  However, we are all human and if you have forgotten passwords please drop me an e-mail and I will advise by return.  

6.12
Suggestions, constructive criticism and ideas are always welcomed for our website

7. NSWSRI – 4th April 2006

7.1


8.
GDSFA Judiciary

8.1
When you right your report; there are no ifs, butts or maybes. If you think you got it wrong ring Joe.


Your report should be firm and positive.

8.2
If you have a send off you must ring Joe that night.

9.
GDSFA General Meetings 22nd March 2006

9.1
Reminded clubs that referees would be available for question times etc.

9.2
Received the following requests:

· Wenty Waratah wanted to confirm that a referee was going tomorrow night. I trust that you are already aware of this.

· Bob Kershaw of Castle Hill United. Sunday night at 7.00pm at the clubhouse at Fred Caterson. This is a coaches & managers meeting. His contact number is 0412 322 177.

· Peter Bacha of St Josephs. Would like possibly 2 meetings. The first one next Tuesday with his premier league team squad and 2 times U17 teams. The second possibly on a Wednesday night with some younger teams. His contact number is 0411 325 047

· Kay Lewin of Ermington. Next Monday night for a coaches/managers meeting at Ryde ex Servicemen’s Club at 7.30pm. Her contact is 0418 453 607 or alternatively contact Wayne Kelly on 0418 436 753.

9.3
Presentation from Mars re fundraising chocolates. Brochures were distributed

9.4
President (Daryl for Michael Briggs)

· Flyer re ‘Football Parramatta’ launch discussed. This is a joint venture between GDSFA and Parramatta Melita. Friday 22/3/2006 will be the launch night. A dinner is being held at a cost of $80 and clubs were asked to provide at least 2 people to attend. They are expecting good news coverage including SBS. GDSFA motion carried to purchase 3 tables. Those interested were asked to contact Daryl Verity. 

9.5
Secretary

· Most clubs have been supplied with the new vests. Each ground is now expected to have a ground official and each team a ‘Team Coordinator.’ GDSFA expects that should the need arise, the ground official will approach the team coordinator for assistance.

· Should reports be required by GDSFA, it will be expected that both the ground official and the team coordinator will be supplying reports.

· Currently there are 731 teams registered for 2006

· It was noted that games including State Cup, Robertson Cup, Champion of Champions will all be interchange and no longer substitutions. The only game that will not be interchange will be Premier League. 

9.6
Treasurer

3.1 Requested that all clubs complete an information sheet to enable inclusion of details in the 2006 GDSFA Handbook. When I get a copy I will provide to Joe Rovella.

9.7
Registrar

· All teams U13 and above must have their ID/Rego card signed. 

9.8
Competition Secretary

· No further availability in senior’s competitions. There are 10 divisions with 10 teams in each. Unless another 10 teams come along to make another competition.

· Team sheets are running low. Some clubs indicated they would not have enough for Round 1. Decided that Roo-Ball does not require the official team sheet and a simple team sheet will be available on the GDSFA website for Roo-Ball only. Orders will be placed for new team sheets.

· Discussion on U10 ladies competition. The competition will probably be played in Blacktown district as GDSFA does not have enough teams. North Rocks and Pendle Hill are not happy with this and indicated they will probably lose their teams rather than play in the Blacktown competition.

· Premier League only has 8 teams. Five options for the competition were raised. Decided that standard 18 rounds will be played and it will be luck of draw which teams are drawn against each other. Alternatives were 21 rounds so all play each other 3 times, first past the post, extended season at Garside Park or a 2 week final series.

9.9
Senior Vice President

· Noted various clubs with players still to appear at judiciary. 

· This years judiciary will be organised with 15 minute periods for players and then additional appearances will be on a first come first served basis after the set times. I raised concern over the length of times referees may be required to remain at the judiciary and it was noted and will be considered. Harry advised that Jeff has been communicated to about this system.

9.10
GDSRA

· Advised that referees are holding a meeting on Saturday 25/3/2006 to discuss law changes etc. Advised that no referees are being appointed for trial matches

· Law books were made available again. One was taken by Ermington to be billed by Treasurer.

· Advised that there were approximately 26 referees in new course with 5 seniors. Advised that new course will be run if there are enough seniors involved. 

· Requested that clubs make available players who are referees to attend our monthly meetings.

· Discussion on U9-U12 goal kicks, free kicks and corner kicks. Uncertainty for defenders free kicks less than 12 yards from the goal line. Are they only in or out of the penalty box. Daryl will provide us with full details prior to our meeting on Saturday 25/3/2006.

· Where a ground is not wide enough to have short free kicks, it was requested that our referees (generally our junior referees) stop making their own imaginary point half way between the corner and the penalty area. The correct spot is 8 yards from the penalty area and no other point. If the corner is closer than this then the corner is the correct point.

9.11
General

· Auburn and Granville are changing colours and apparently they will be very similar. Predominately white with some black. Discussion was had on how these changes are approved without consultation at the general meetings. Daryl advised that it was a management committee decision.

· It was noted that Auburn were advised to ensure that their alternate strip was available at all matches.

· Discussion on who has to change in the event of a colour clash. Confirmed that in GDSFA competition, the home team must change.

· I received a cheque from Lidcombe for $3,952.75.

· Wenty Waratah wanted to confirm that a referee was going to their meeting Thursday 23/3/2006 to discuss law changes etc.

· Three clubs (Castle Hill United, St Josephs, Ermington) indicated they wanted referees to attend their meetings to discuss law changes etc. Details provide to Joe and forwarded to E&ESC.

· Request from Granville Kewpies O35 for a referee for trial match. Details forwarded to Elliott Moretti
10.
Liaison Officer

10.1
Nil

11.
Equipment Officer

11.1
Please contact me if you need equipment. Ring me or email me. I will not be bringing a large amount of equipment with me any longer

12.
Appointments

12.1.
Trial Games Mr. E. Moretti spent hours every day for weeks and made countless phone calls arranging refs for trial and with many last minute requests and other changes it made the job very hard I don’t believe the CLUBS and even some of our members realize just how hard the job is THANKS Elliott, job well done

12.2 Round 1 over many refs just didn’t turn up, some had legitimate excuses but others the excuses were didn’t know comp had started forgot password no mail received checked web site on Wednesday nothing there etc, etc to all Refs who had to adjust, especially on Ladies, because of no shows and some incorrect appointments, game was a bye, etc, my error, sorry, thanks a lot.

12.3 
Round 2 Sat 8th April no District games Sat. 15th April EASTER Round 3 Sat 22nd April

12.4 
Members please follow procedures to the letter

· Advise non-availability or change in availability A.S.A.P.
· Do any games, centres or lines different from appointments advise me by 8pm Sunday night

· If the game you are appointed to is different, eg. 9/4 but it is a 10/2, within your capabilities still do the game, and please advise me thanks.

12.5 This could happen as I received THE FINAL DRAW Sat 1st April at 2pm and then guess? On Sunday 2nd April at 10pm received THE FINAL DRAW I have to check all draws and manually adjust for any changes not yet finished and I could miss 1 or 2.

12.6 INSPECTIONS Badge and Class 3 1 done round 1 6 on appropriate games round 2 Mr. Jim Nicolaou [Chairman E&ESC] has requested at least 4 to 6 refs on games each round for inspections.

12.7 Well members have a good year and enjoy your games

12.8 If you do anything other than what you are appointed to you must ring Phil

13.
Ordinary Members

13.1
Attended an Appeal hearing on behalf of two members for incidents in 2005.  Both Appeals were denied.

14.
Secretary

14.1
61 from 168 active members completed a fitness test.  Although a poor result, it will make the task of appointing members to Honour games easier.

14.2
A total of 58 members have been removed from the register of members, for failing to renew by the 15th March 2006.

14.3
Some members have failed to act on instruction regarding jewellery, while others have gone beyond what was instructed.  This is making it more difficult for other members.

14.4
Prior to the start of the game, you must check “player’s equipment” to ensure they comply with Law 4.

14.5
There has already been a serious problem with a referee not complying with Law 3.  Please revisit this instruction in the GDSRA Handbook.

14.6
106 members at the Seminar on 25th March 2006, whilst 15 other members had a qualified exception.  This leaves 26 members who must attend the alternate Seminar on Thursday, 20th April to be eligible for appointments.  A member who does not attend will not be appointed.

14.7
Our current membership stands at 203 of which 168 are Active.  This compares with 195 active members in 2005.

15.
Treasurer

15.1


16.
Assistant Secretary

16.1
Nil.

17.
General Business

17.1
 Kristian Griffith Jones has been picked to represent NSW as a cadet Referee in Italy.

17.2
Introduction of new referees

17.3
Match payment summary report for Champion of Champions will be posted next week

17.4
We have received 73 evaluations from Round 1. Please make sure these are given out to all teams. It is compulsory. This is going to be monitored. They are a means of feedback on your progress as a referee.

17.5
John Kemp.       At Baulkham Hills last week there was a team that had no blue sheet.

17.6
Michelle Allen  The same thing happened to here.

17.7
Charles Yendle. Do not forget that the team sheet is carbonised. 

17.8
Joe Rovella
When the team sheet is given to you and you have started the game there are to be no additions or alterations to the teams sheet.(This does not apply to Premier League) Please make sure you have a copy of the 2006 handbook

17..9
Brad Mitchell.
One instance there were no surnames on the team sheet.

17.10
Allen Hands
When is a Referee to walk a team 10mtrs.? Never. E&EC to talk to the referee involved

17.11
Glenn Leach
Will the team sheets

17.12
Peter Mosey
Agenda 7.6
Are we still allowing flat wedding bands. Yes, nothing else

17.13
Phillip Thomas
We always have 3 match officials for all games on Y/L. We helped out refereeing both 13’2 & 14’s from Illawarra. Mention should be made to the proper authorities

17.14
Jim Nicolau
GDSRA Badge awarded.





Steven Brecko

Raffle drawn

Winners:
Jeff McGeorge, John Kemp, Jim Nicolau, Brett Hunt, John Higgins, Phillip Hee.

Meeting Closed 9.40 PM 

Next General Meeting 11th May 2006
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