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GRANVILLE DISTRICT SOCCER REFEREES ASSOCIATION Inc.

Association No: Y1061210

Minutes of General Meeting
No: 04/2005

Venue: Merrylands Bowling Club

Date: 12th May 2005 commencing at approximately 7:30pm

1. Open with Welcome and Introduction of Guests / Speakers

2. A minutes’ silence for the passing away of Mr. Reg Grace, farther of Dennis Grace

3. Attendance & Apologies: As per record sheet.

4. E & ESC – Educational Session
4.1
Presentation by Doug Rennie on the use of the whistle and some other very interesting topics.

4.2
Presentation by E & ESC. DVD on offside
6.
Branch Coach

6.1 Evaluation reports in the past they have been useful. Must be handed out prior to kick off. Filled in with referee’s name. One given to each Coach/Manager.

6.2 At a throw in the all must be thrown with both hands from behind the head. If the ball is spinning it is a good indication that it is a foul throw.

· Juniors retire to their session.

5. Minutes of Previous Meeting – No 03/2005 on 14th April 2005

Moved: Jim Nicolau


Seconded: Jac van Bruinessan

6. Webmaster

8.1
Appointments Online are running reasonably well.  There have been a few complaints that people couldn’t log in.  With the exception of two members, where there was a mistake by me with allocated passwords in my script, most problems are a result of members not following instructions or having problems with their browsers.  To be fair there are a couple of problems with members names in that in the main Appointments Database they are different to the members list given to me by the secretary  (for example James Nicolaou is listed as Jim Nicolaou or Christopher Charlton listed as Chris Charlton, etc).  A program written by Ian Welch compares the database name with the secretary’s listing and my password-generated list.  This has fixed the problem and providing you type your username as per your registered name there shouldn’t be any trouble in logging in.  Some members have problems with their browsers and Active X, XP Service Pack 2, etc.  The easy solution to this is to not use Internet Explorer and change browsers to Netscape or Mozilla or Mozilla Firefox.  Most members shouldn’t have a problem with Internet Explorer but for those who do change to one of the other browsers I have listed.  A reminder that for details of how to access your appointments this can be found in two places – in the new 2005 Handbook and in the “Referees Documents” section of our website.  Appointments online have been in place for several weeks now so I trust that most members have no problems with the service however, it would be appreciated if you find any problems, or have difficulties, that you contact or advise me.

6.1 The covered games for clubs facility was removed from the website because it was being abused by a few members and some clubs.  As reported at the last GDSFA general meeting all clubs were not happy that it had been removed and welcomed the addition of it to the website as an innovative step on the part of GDSRA.  It was strongly requested that we put it back up online.  Clubs promised that they wouldn’t abuse the facility and they stated that surely we could control our own members not to abuse it either.  They stated that surely if a member had been appointed to certain games then the uncovered games were uncovered for a reason such as too high a game or age group wrong, etc.  I advised that I would report back to our MC about putting it back online.

6.2 Information has been added under “Latest Updates” and “Referees News” with regard to the May Referee’s Course.  Lectures are on Monday nights May 2, May 9 and Tuesday May 17 with the examination on Monday May 23.  There is a night on Monday May 30, 2005 for providing details on the GDSFA local procedures.  The venue will be at North Rocks Clubhouse Rooms and will run from 7:00 pm to 9:30 pm.

6.3 The forum has picked up a great deal now that the season has started but it is still only the regulars who are participating.  Now that appointments are online more members may take a look.  I encourage all members to join in the lively discussions and learn matters related to the Laws of the Game.  Remember you are never too old to learn a new trick or two.

6.4 “Appointments Online” has hit the front as the most used page on our website with some 1,359 hits closely followed by “Covered Games” with 1,278 hits.  “Ground Locations” continues to be a popular page on our website with some 305 hits this month.  It is interesting to note that for rounds 1 & 2 the “Appointments Online” facility was not used as much as rounds 3, 4 & 5 perhaps as a result of the fact for the first two rounds all appointments were also mailed.  Worthy of note is how well the clubs received the “Covered Games” facility!

6.5 Average Statistics for April 2005 have risen considerable and are as follows:
· Average hits per hour – 235

· Average hits per day – 5,657

· Average files per day – 2,519

· Average pages per day – 469

· Average visits per day – 142

· Average Kbytes per day – 53,925

8.7
Total hits for April 2005 are as follows:

· Total hits – 169,729

· Total files – 75,592

· Total pages – 14,072

· Total visits – 4,264

· Total Kbytes – 1,617,758

8.8
Countries Visiting Our Site (Traffic) in April 2005 are as follows:

· Australia – 81.06%

· Ireland - 9.09%

· UK – 7.21%

· USA – 2.11%

· Finland – 0.28%

· New Zealand – 0.13%

· Hungary – 0.02%

· Spain – 0.01%

· Mexico – 0.01%

· Japan – 0.01%

· Canada – 0.01%

· Singapore – 0.01%

· Belgium – 0.01%

· Greece– 0.01%

· Norway – 0.01%

· Germany – 0.01%

· Yugoslavia – 0.01%

8.9
I would once again personally like to thank Ian Welch (GDSRA member) for his encouragement and assistance over recent months.  His contribution to ideas for our website and participation in fixing up our Appointments Database is worthy of a special mention.  I would also like to than Philip Thomas, our dedicated Appointments Officer for providing me with the excel “Games Summary Report” in a timely fashion each week in spite of constant changes, drop outs and unavailability making it extremely difficult and frustrating having to modify appointments several times before I get them to put online.  Do the right thing everybody and give our Appointments Officer prior knowledge that you are unavailable.

8.10
If you wish to criticise a referee it is to be done via the E&ESC. You are not to criticise a referee on the website
7. NSWSRI – 5th April 2005
9.1
Registration format see instructions sent out to all branches.

9.2
State run games invoices to be sent to Soccer NSW Kim Burge, accts dept.

9.3
Class 1 fees & form must be in by 20/5/5

9.4
Ladies national games nominees, to go to Y/L games so as the state coach may sight them.

9.5
Judiciary: - there are a few (5) concerns re judiciary hearings with Soccer NSW, we all are experiencing very poor support from them regarding these disciplinary matters, i.e. offences against referees. Due to the fact of the lack of support it was suggested to all branches to contact their football assoc. and request for these issues to be raised on behalf of the districts. Of that the referees in their district are not being supported, as they should. This is more than we can do as Soccer NSW do not seem to want to listen to NSWSRI.  Additionally due to the overall response from Soccer NSW it was the opinion of the meeting they seem to be a ship with no sails, helmsman or rudder.

9.6
Correspondence 180 regarding Y/L: - the teams trying to improve this, this matter was discussed with Bill Lodge and Shane Smith, generally things are improving, and however there were things on both sides to be straightened out.

9.7
Fees: - like item 6 above SRI have submitted requests again & again however seem to fall on deaf ears.

9.8
Our inclusion of the referees for the competitions, U16, U18 &U21 was accepted.

9.9
Branches to co-ordinate themselves with uniforms. Consistency in Assistants and the Referee is necessary.  It is acceptable for the Referee to wear a different shirt to both Assistants. Both Assistants to wear the same shirt.

8. GDSFA Judiciary

10.1
Some reports not being sent to Judiciary.  Some sort of check is needed to be given to JMcG to ensure that all referees reports are in.

10.2
Reminder that if you have a send off you must ring JR to report it. This is not questionable it is A REQUIREMENT and includes R13 (2 yellow’s) a send off report is required.

10.3
Please take a bit more time when you have a send off. Names and numbers must be taken. The job does not finish until you have finished the paperwork. Remember that you are being paid to do the job, so let’s do it right.

11.
GDSFA General Meeting – 27th April 2005
11.1
President:
1. Minutes of previous meeting accepted.

2. Correspondence In – Goal Post standards on safety, every post must conform and be signed as conforming.

3. Child Protection Forms not all received yet, please do so immediately.

4. Launch of Sydney FC – tickets are $150 each.

11.2
Secretary:

1. Ground Officials not present on each field at most grounds.  Most are serving in canteens, on barbies, or sitting down and not visible.  This needs to be fixed immediately in accordance with by laws and there must be a ground official on each field that a game is being played on!

2. Some Referees are telling Premier League sides that there are only three substitutions allowed.  GDSRA please ensure that this is corrected in future with all referees aware that there are five substitutions allowed in Premier League.

3. There was violence on a game recently in which the referee did not abandon the game and GDSFA believe it should have been.  The two clubs were stood down.

4. Reports from referees must be factual and if the referee touches a player in an unsuitable way it must be reported.  This goes vice versa too for when a player touches a referee.  Clubs must also back up any report with one of their own and state the facts correctly as occurred.

5. Telephone call from a club (with no follow up written report) about racial abuse.  Always put in a report with witness reports too please.

11.3
Treasurer:

1. Bills handed out for monies due by clubs.

2. $232,000 paid to Soccer NSW

3. $21,000 paid for GST to Taxation Office for March Quarter

4. Current Assets stand at approximately $500,000 with $331,000 cash on hand and $144,000 in a term deposit

5. Some referees are using felt pens on the new Team Sheets, which is causing problems.  GDSRA please advice to all not to do this.

6. Discussed fines for leaving items off team sheets and that goes for referees too.  Make sure that referees get Managers to sign the team sheet after the game and not before.   

7. Some referees are still taking the blue copies of the team sheet.  GDSRA please instruct members to cease this and hand back team sheets complete to Home team manager.

11.4
Vice President:

1.
No report as Dennis Grace was absent.

11.5
Ladies Delegate:

1. Tickets for Ladies Disco on May 21, 2005 are now available.  No males’ girls only!

11.6
Registrar:

1. Reminder that Steve Crowe’s new mobile number is 0411159628

2. Some Premier League squads are on or close to the limit allowed per squad.  Don’t go over 33 registered players.  If you want to add you will have to deregister some.

3. Late registrations are at Steve’s house every Friday night.  Late registrations to be paid on the night and by Cheque only.

4. Suspended players returning – club must let Steve know so he can have card ready to pick up.

5. All regrades of players, after Round 3 are not automatic – must be put in writing to MC with all paperwork.  Please note that you can play only two games up in a higher grade and then you must apply for a regrade as can’t play anywhere technically and will be fined if doing so.  In other words you are in limbo if you play more than two games in a higher grade as you can’t go back or play anywhere else until you have been regraded.

11.7
Competition Secretary:

1. Only about 12 teams for Cottam Cup – starts Sunday May 15, 2005 Ladies Presidents Cup will be played on Wednesday’s and Thistle Cup on Sunday’s.

2. Bitching on the forum about getting results correct.  14 errors in Round 4 and 13 in Round 3. Scores not matching results sheets with team sheets is the main problem.  Clubs to get their act together please.

3. If you wish to defer a game you have to give 21 days notice to the Competition Secretary.

4. Games at Eric Mobbs No. 4 and Guildford Park No. 2 have had KO times moved forward 15 minutes to fit everything in.

5. For Ladies games this week we need to provide grounds and referees to cover the Blacktown games (girls) as Blacktown can’t handle this week and maybe from now on.  GDSRA will be advised if this is the case.

6. Ladies times are to change.

11.8
GDSRA:

1. Starting times of games still causing a problem.  Games at Binalong Oval on Sunday (Ladies ran as much as 25 minutes late and referees were instructed by club not to cut them short.

2. Team sheet has no indication of round.  Advised we were putting it on and had instructed referees do so.  GDSFA asked clubs to put it next to the date when filling out the team sheet.  

3. Clubs were reminded of the upcoming new referee’s course starting on Monday May 2, 2005 at North Rocks Club House from 7:00 pm until 9:30 pm.  Details are on our website.

4. Clubs requested that we put the “Covered Games” feature back onto the website as it was most helpful and thought that for the sake of a few it was not warranted.  I advised that it was some of our own members and a few clubs that have abused the facility.  It was general agreed that GDSRA should put it back up and police their referees causing the problems.  Clubs were asked not to abuse it either.  I said that I would take their request back to our MC for a decision.

5. A club expressed a concern that some of our referees took no action when players were swearing for most of the game.  Others agreed that this happens and that could GDSRA take some action to ensure that taking the correct action according to the laws of the game prevented it.

6. Some referees who arrived at grounds did not advise club people that they had arrived with the result that they are chasing around for a club referee and then just before the game a GDSRA member appears from the crowd to do the game.  Could we ensure that all referees make themselves known as soon as they arrive at the ground?

7. Complaint from Ladies Delegate that the ladies games are still not treated seriously by all our members.  Could they please be treated the same as the men as far as decisions, etc that the referee should make when the rules are infringed?

8. Lidcombe Waratah gave me a cheque for our Treasurer together with Round 3’s blue team sheet copies and a few evaluation sheets.

11.9
General Business:

1. Club Referees to be ready to do games if no GDSRA member as arrived 10 minutes prior to Kick Off time.  Both teams to organise for one and if none prepared to do the game then report to the MC of GDSFA.

2. Some clubs are still signing up know players who have a history of trouble (violence, unacceptable behaviour, cause problems, etc.)

3. Don’t move injured players from the field of play or spectators on the sidelines that have been injured unless you are a qualified first aider or Doctor.  If in doubt call an ambulance or Doctor especially if someone is knocked out.

4. Wenty Waratah’s need 14/3 players and Greystanes need All Age Ladies players.

5. GDSFA Management Committee members will be having an ID Card in the near future – not sure of the colour yet.

12.
Liaison Officer

13.1
Nil

14.
Equipment Officer

14.1
What equipment do we have? Stock take will be done this weekend. Some equipment will be needed.

14.2
What is status of Polo Shirts? Shirts are expected this week. They will be available for May GM.

15.
Appointments

15.1
Still a few members not following procedures re appointments read page 1 of handbook

15.2
Referees do the game appointed to some clubs/teams are persuading refs to do their game because it is a higher division you say NO ALSO assistants appointed to your game do your game, don’t send them to another field. Just because you have 2 and the other ref has none the only exception would be if Prem Lea was short and the senior ref on prem lea will organise

15.3
Ladies games there is an overlap of game times if w16 kick off at 10.15 will not finish till 11.35 and you have an all age kick off at 11.20 solution cut both games short by 10 minutes each

15.4
Gala Day held 1st May at Ray Marshall for U10 ALL WENT WELL

15.5
GOOD NEWS at least 6 members have been praised for their outstanding performance this is from the clubs congratulations to those members

15.6
Cottam Cup starts Sunday 15th May members interested please contact me we also have state cup games that day also

15.7
Web Site several members still having problems suggest contacting Richard Baker those members having problems I have added to mailing list until problem resolved

15.8
If you receive no appointments either because post not arrived can’t access web site or no appointments when you do access web site contact me Thursday or Friday and I will give them to you.

15.9
Appointments to non-Granville games. Referees who have not done the fitness test will not be appointed to these games. (YL, PYL, State Cup etc).

15.10
Membership list to be sent to Charles Yendle.

15.11
Members are not to do lines unless there is an official referee in the centre. Inactive referees are not allowed to referee in uniform at any time.

15.12
Cottam Cup is a mess. Changing times, changing games, moving games. Jeff McGeorge to follow up.

16
E&ESC

16.1
Just for everyone's info, I had 22 boys (12-14yo) attend the session at Dundas last night.  Majority came from Dundas, Ermington and North Rocks - a few came in late so I didn't get to confirm exactly which club they were involved with.

16.2
New candidates’ course commenced Monday 2 May at North Rocks Soccer Club. After estimating a turnout of 30 to 35 people, we were gob smacked when 61 people registered on the night. This far surpassed our expectations. As a result, we ran out of law books, DVD's/videos and other printed material. This is an excellent turn out especially so soon after the last course where some 50 people attended.

16.3
Class 2/1 theory classes commence Tuesday 3 May at Winston Hills Soccer Club.  6 Class 2 and 1 Class 1candidates.

16.4
22 people attended Roo ball course held at Dundas Soccer Club on 27 April. A further course will be held at Eric Mobbs on 11 May while talks with Wenty are still ongoing re a third course.

16.5
TAPS program has one more session i.e. 12 May - our general meeting night. Simon will be in Victoria or Adelaide so Shane is seeking an alternate speaker with preference towards Doug Rennie if available. Confirmed.

16.6
Need new 2005 Law Charts. Also 200 reprints of the DVD have been ordered. (Updated version)

16.7
In order to get our Y/L panel up to scratch would you consider offering another Fitness test? Consider but will not guarantee as already enough options have been provided.

16.8
This year we have only 1 candidate with the ability to attend State Titles.

17.
Ordinary Members

17.1
Buddy system has worked quite well considering time constraints on members. Praise and thanks to Lyn and Amanda for continually volunteering to go where needed. A regular email is sent to our junior referees (About 40% of the email addresses are valid!!) asking about the weekend's games and giving them an opportunity to raise any issues.

17.2
I have spoken with several members about abuse over the last few weeks. All have said they referee for enjoyment and dislike the games in which they are consistently questioned by players, coaches or parents. I know this is not a new argument but until the association takes a stand on these coaches and parents, nothing will improve. 

17.3
If our juniors make poor decisions, they can be coached and encouraged by our association. I'm not suggesting an 'Anger Management by Briggsy' style class but more action needs to be taken by the association and the clubs to remove these individuals
18.
Secretary

18.1
Since March, I have removed five additional members from the register

18.2
44 members have completed the fitness test, from a potential of 150 active members or 29%.

18.3
Attendance at GMs has been February = 45, (24%) March = 65 (34%), April = 59 (31%)

18.4
Please pay strict attention to the following.

1.
The Technical area. No orange card around the neck then not inside the rope. Politely   enforce this prior to kick off. If you have any problems call a Ground Official.


2.
Ground Officials must be over 18


3.
At the start of the game shirts must be tucked in.


4.
No jewellery is allowed.


5.
Swearing. Take it in the right context but deal with it.


6.
When you send a player off he/she must retire to outside the ropes. Not on the bench. 

19.
Treasurer

19.1
Profit & Loss Statement

1/04/2005 through 30/04/2005

Income

Levies Referees Fees 

$239.25

Interest Received 

$12.83

Membership Fees 

$2,280.00

Referees Courses 

$415.00

Returned Direct Deposits 

$88.49

Sale of Equipment 

$3,741.00

Total Income 




$6,776.57

Cost of Sales

Corporate Games Referees Fees
 $1,300.93

Total Cost of Sales



$1,300.93

Gross Profit




$5,475.64

Expenses

Computer Expenses 

$20.00

EFT Deposit returned Expenses 
$2.50

EFT Expenses


$9.79

Printing & stationary 

$464.49

Equipment & Uniforms 

$438.00

Phone accounts 


$191.33

Trophies & Badges 

$369.05

Total Expenses 




$1,495.16

Operating Profit 




$3,980.48

Other Income

Other Expenses

Net Profit / (Loss) 



$3,980.48

19.2
Monies to be paid by the latest Wednesday 18/5/05

19.3
Please add the field number on the team sheet

19.4
The blue section of the team sheet is what you are paid by. Please check to make sure it is clear and legible.

19.5
No payment is made for Assistants on U/14 and below

19.6
When you fill in your request for payment form please clarify whether it is a Line or a Centre.

19.7
If no claim for payment is submitted then the Treasurer will not accept any queries on what you have been paid.

20.
Assistant Secretary

20.1 Nil.

· Juniors to return from their session.

21 Dinosaur’s Corner (subject to availability)

21.1
How did you go with the last quiz?

22.
General Business

22.1
Line markings on some field are not acceptable.

22.2
Dog Pooh is to be removed from the field prior to the start of the game.

22.3
Presentation of TAPS Graduation certificate


Michelle Allen


Nicholas Backo


Ian Blackett


Steven Deare


James Hunt


Dave Lambkin


Glenn Leach


Tony Maher


Robert Ryan


Lyn Minard


Ian Welch


Brett Hunt

22.4
It’s not very often that we get praise sighting the good performances of our referees. We have received several letters of praise from the clubs. Congratulations to the following referees.


Steven Deare


Andrew Broadbent


Callan Minard


Robert Ryan


Matthew Hayes

22.5
Note of thanks for the TAPS program goes to Shane Smith for all his efforts in putting it together. The guest speaker that he organized were amazing.

22.6
Presentation of GDSRA badges.

22.7
Presentation of NSW Certificates


Class 1
Wayne Lenardon

22.8
Presentation of the Arthur White Trophy


Steven Gilbert

Raffle drawn

Meeting closed at 9:50 PM, Next General Meeting 9th June 2005
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