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1908 - 2008

GRANVILLE DISTRICT SOCCER REFEREES ASSOCIATION Inc.

Association No: Y1061210

Minutes General Meeting
No: 01/2009
Venue: Merrylands Bowling Club

Date: 12th February 2009 commencing at approximately 7:30pm

1. Attendance and Apologies: As per sheet.
2. Branch Coach
2.1 Time for Branch Coach’s meeting. Charles to confirm with John Kemp of his attendance and inform John Parker. Meeting last Sunday was very informative. 
2.2 No Seminar this year. March GM to be compulsory meeting with Education segment. To be confirmed at Feb GM 12th Feb.

2.3 PYL/WPLSeminar 15/2/2009

2.4 Push Log books. It must be kept updated with seminars, training and games (Centre & AR) Assessors as well.In 4 years time when accreditation comes up again Log books will be inspected to prove that you have been active.If not complete you will be in trouble. Branch Coach must hold Level 3 Assessors Accredritation.

2.5 FNSW unning sheets will be used.

2.6 Sheets handed out on Law changes for 2009 Season.

2.7 New books for Referees courses now available.

2.8 Richard Lorenc has been appointed as FNSW Referee’s Co-Ordinator.

2.9 When placing the ball for a short corner the ball may be put up to 1 yard onto the field the same as the corner arc.
2.10 Access to Arbiter for Branch Coach to be looked into.
2.11 2009 Seminar will be held at the March General Meeting

2.12 St.George has been running training for their referees since 1966 with a 60% attendance. GDSRA should be looking into it. 

3 Webmaster

3.1 The start of the season gives us all the opportunity to think carefully about where we want to be at the end of the season.  How do you wish to improve and advance as a Referee?  An article has been added to the website detailing some of the things to do to improve as a referee and advance during the season.  This article can be found under the "Members' Information" drop down menu, sub menu "Referee's Documents" and sub sub menu "Other Documents & Articles" and clicking on the appropriate word symbol.

3.2 An English FA Learning Guide of Referees Fitness has been added to the website.  This guide considers and advises on a range of subjects including information on fitness tests, regular fitness exercises, stretching and dietary requirements. It has been designed as a working document, to support referees in the planning and implementation of a training programme – whether you are new to refereeing and training, or whether you are an experienced referee within the higher level of State Football.  The Fitness Guide can be found under the "Members' Information" drop down menu, sub menu "Referee's Documents" and sub sub menu "Other Documents & Articles" and clicking on the appropriate pdf symbol.  You can also click on the button "Refereeing Fitness" located on the Home Page.  Note: You will need an Adobe Reader loaded on your computer as these files are in pdf format.

3.3 In 2009, GDSRA will be holding a number of courses for people who wish to become soccer referees, ‘club’ referees or just want to learn and understand the laws of the game.  Lectures for the first course are on Monday nights March 2, March 9, March 16, March 23 and March 30, 2009.  Local GDSFA details and procedures will also be explained.  The venue will be at Merrylands Bowling and Sports Club, Oxford Street, Merrylands and will run from 6:45 pm to 9:15 pm each night.

3.4 There will be a nominal charge of $50.00 for each course and all attendees will receive the latest FIFA Law Book and the FIFA DVD on the Laws of the Game together with participant's workbooks and manuals.  This is a completely restructured course using latest Football Federation Australia training materials.

3.5 For further information contact John Kemp: 0412200541 or e-mail: kempjohn@optusnet.com.au  for a flyer on the courses.  Details of the laws of the game and questions and answers on these laws are available on our GDSRA web site.

3.6 Some minor changes have been made to the website including updates to some features and pages (such as "On the Sidelines") and removal of defunct items no longer relevant.  Check the site out and see if you can notice any changes!

3.7 The 2009 membership form is now online for members to renew their membership or new people wishing to join and become referees.  The form can be found under the drop down menu bar heading "Members' Information" and then clicking on "Membership Form".  Also it is available by clicking on the button on the main page. 

3.8 Details of Referees' Reimbursements for 2009 have been added under the "Referees' Documents" link.  Access can also be obtained under the "Members Information" drop down menu and then clicking on "Referees Fees 2009".  These referees' payments are as approved by the board of Football NSW on October 8, 2008 and covers all competitions within the State.     

3.9 The forum is still too quiet.  Virtually no juniors are participating or using the service and in spite of the efforts of several members all efforts have failed to get them involved.  The cricket season must be too important and taking up all their time?  Could we have a few more members utilising this resource please?  I understand that many don’t like to get involved and just look but why not have a go at generating some good discussion?

3.10 Average Statistics for January 2009 are up a little from December, November and October 2008 (these months had very limited Australian use and more overseas use!)  As it is the off season many members are obviously not utilising our Association’s Website.  The statistics are as follows:

· Average hits per hour – 84 - Average hits per day – 2,023 - Average files per day – 1,425 - Average pages per day – 310 - Average visits per day – 112 - Average Kbytes per day – 53,416 - 

· Total hits for January 2009 are as follows: Total hits – 54,637 - Total files – 38,484 - Total pages – 8,395 - Total visits – 3,033 - Total Kbytes – 1,442,228.

3.11
“Online Appointments” was the most visited page, followed by “2008 Handbook”, “Referee’s Fitness Guide” “Ground Locations”, History of the Whistle”, “Updates”,     “Next Referee Courses”, Web Games”, Referee Reports”, “Online Shop”, “Referees Fees 2009”, “Committee” “2009 Membership Form” and Law Questions”.

3.12
Countries Visiting Our Site (Traffic) in January, 2009 are as follows:

· Australia – 41.47% - the lowest ever recorded - Ireland – 27.03% - United States – 16.11% - Great Britain (UK) – 9.26% - Canada – 1.67% - Netherland – 0.86% - Switzerland – 0.81% - Portugal – 0.46% - Russia – 0.40% - Norway – 0.34% - Greece – 0.28% - France – 0.25% - Iceland – 0.21% - Hong Kong – 0.16% - New Zealand – 0.09% - Saudi Arabia – 0.08% - Germany – 0.07% - Japan – 0.07% - Pakistan – 0.05% - Israel – 0.05% - India – 0.05% - Malaysia – 0.04% - Poland – 0.04% - Italy – 0.03% - Fiji – 0.03% - Vietnam – 0.01% - Turkey – 0.01% - Seychelles – 0.01% - Egypt – 0.01% - Spain – 0.01%.

3.13
Once again there are some new countries using our website as a resource but the numbers are really down this month for Australia.  Paddy has got his Irish referees really using our website and it’s good to see Greece back on the list for Jim.  It is interesting to note that the use of our website, as a resource, is more appreciated by overseas participants than our own members judging by the fact that they only used it 41.5% of this month to 58.5% use by other countries.

4. 
Referees Administration Group AGM 29th November 2008, & General Meeting of 3rd February 2009

4.1 All nominations have been endorsed by FNSW.

4.2 Letter eventually received (29.1.09) from FNSW confirming the appointments of RAG committee members elected in November 2008.

4.3 New ‘Referees Coordinator’ is due to start work at FNSW on Monday 9.2.09. The name has not been officially confirmed but it is generally known that it will be Richard Lorenc.

4.4 Proper procedures need to be followed for appointments. Steve Courtney was named as an example of not following these correct procedures and was again accused of refereeing school games ‘off district’ without obtaining the necessary approval of the local district.

4.5 Steve Courtney has apparently been appointed by FNSW as ‘Community Based Manager’. It was questioned why this position was not part of the RAG voting and election procedure. 

4.6 Nepean District Branch have apparently had referees called to act as witnesses at a hearing and subsequently been fined $400 because the hearing was unhappy with their input. The meeting was most concerned about the precedent that this sets and it was suggested that Nepean could obtain the best legal advice and claim the cost on insurance.

4.7 The question of whether advertising is allowed on footballs was raised. It will be addressed.

4.8 It is necessary to register all active referees with FNSW each year. Some districts have still not sent in completed rego forms due in May 2008, despite repeated requests. These branches are: Blacktown, Eastern Suburbs, Illawarra, Shell Harbour, Sydney. Without the completion of these forms, referees from these branches are no longer covered by insurance. 2009 forms will be available in about 2 weeks.

4.9 Eastern Suburbs branch has now been taken over by the Eastern Suburbs Football Association. A standing committee has been created with 3 referees and three association reps. Some members are concerned that this will set a precedent and other districts will follow.

4.10 Next meeting 7.30pm Tuesday 3rd March 2009 at Valentine Park
5. GDSFA Judiciary

5.1 Clubs were given a list of suspended players.

6
G&DSFA Presidents’ & Secretary’s Meeting – 2009
6.1 Payment to be made for GDFA Dinner 2008

6.2
17’s & 18’s being encouraged to play at 1:00pm instead of 11:55pm to enable a senior referee to be appointed.

6.3 Ladies meeting at Bernie Mullane. Encouraging an Over 30’s competition.

6.4 Reinforced no Ground Official no game

6.5 Motion for Cash to be paid on the day for GDSFA games defeated.

6.6 Clubs have 21 day from invoice date, then 7 days grace on which to pay otherwise all games home & away are forfeited until the account is paid.

6.7 If P/L reserve grade game is abandoned by the match official due to misbehaviour then the 1st grade game does not take place.

6.8 Short corners, the ball is allowed to be placed up to 1 metre onto the field the same as a normal corner.

6.9 8 team competition with 14 rounds.Top four play off finals round. Botton 4 play Round Robin for Pennant.

6.10 Team sheets will be emailed to the Clubs. There will be only one copy.

6.10
GDSRA require 2 team sheets 1 for the home team and 1 for the referee. Our representative are to put this forward at the next GM
7 Phil Thomas:  Re 6.4 Not confident that Clubs can supply this many ground officials

7.1 Wayne Kelly:   Re 6.4 The Clubs put this forward so they must find a way.

7.2 John Levvell:  Not confident that Clubs can supply this many ground officials
7.3 Ian Welch: It was pointed out that this was put forward and voted on by the Clubs

7.4 Anthony Massoud: Can anyone step forward as a Ground Official- That will be up to the clubs

7.5 Wilff:Maybe we should approach the canteen to advise that we won’t be doing the game 
7.6 Following on what Wilff said. Use your people skills. Remember it is not GDSRA that have put in this       ruling. Use words like “The Football Association says that I cannot referee this game if there is not Ground official” Do not put yourself in a position that points the finger at yourself.

7.7 Simon Ford. Several proposals have come from GDFA regarding this proposal. Monetry fines and/or loss of points could be involved

7.
Liaison Officer

7.1
Nil.

8.
Equipment Officer

8.1
I’ll have a submission prepared by the due date. I’m currently working on the possibility of a new supplier of minority equipment, and currently reviewing pricing from this year and the impact of changes in supplier costs will have on prices for the 2009 season. As always I will endeavour to keep any price rises to an absolute minimum.  In short the deal Unipro have provided is extremely competitive and will likely form the basis for the use of one supplier only in the 2009 season for shirts, shorts and socks.  If there are any concerns please advise.

8.2
First, my email for all Equipment Correspondence is gdsraequipment@bigpond.com. I will need this added to the website so that people can contact me. I didn’t have the email address ready when I entered my details at the first MC meeting I attended.  As for the pricing list, I have not changed any prices at this stage. All pricing for ancillary items (whistles, cards etc...) will be remaining the same for the 2009 season. Shirts, shorts and socks may change depending on choice of equipment supplier for the 2009 season. Kanga is a cheap alternative but Unipro have good deals for packaged equipment.  As a guide to what I mean here is a breakdown of cost prices for equipment from each of the two uniform suppliers:

8.3
The MC will have to approve the choice of uniform, prior to me ordering and altering any prices for the season. I would like to recommend Unipro for the 2009 season.

8.4
Law Charts for sale @ $10.00

8.5
Would prefer one supplier, preferably Unipro. Agreed.

8.6
2009 Price List agreed. Copy to be forwarded to the Webmaster for use on the website.

8.7
If members require pick up of gear at the meetings then at least 24 hours notice must be given

9.
Minutes of Previous General Meeting 05/2008 of 14th August 2008

Moved:  Phil Thomas    Seconded: George Mpliokis
9.1
Matters Arising: Nil
10.
Appointments

10.1
Be mindful of appointments in extreme heat. JR to seek assurance from FNSW that there will be a temeperature gauge at every field for Referees to use. If the temperature reaches or is over the limits sets then the games will be called off.
This will be further exp[lained at the March meeting.
10.2
Trial games must be sanctioned by GDFA. Fees are 60% of match fee payable on the day. If no fee is paid on the day then full fees will be billed to the clubs.
11.
E&ESC
11.1
Booked club course for 2009 for St Michael's on Sat 7 March 09, starting at 12:30.  Tentatively set the course fee at $40.00 (we charged C/Hill $35.00/person in March 08).  Ivan indicated he should have 25-30 attendees.

11.2
Just done a quick count of current training materials held Coming up we have March course (est 50), St Michaels 1-dayer (est 25) and Kellyville 1-dayer (est 25), plus assumed course in May. (est 35

11.3
Suggestion that on the exam night parents be brought in to understand what is expected of their child and basic introductions and explanations.

11.4
Age limit as per constitution. 
11.5
Referees course starts 12/3/2009 at Merrylands Club. It will be necessary for parents to attend a discussionon procedures etc.

11.6
Jeff McGeorge :Clarification of age discussed 
12.
Ordinary Members

12.1
Nil.

13.
Secretary

13.1
Appointment of Branch Coach for 2009 to 2010 to be announced at the March General Meeting.

13.2
Appointment of Assessment and Mentoring Coordinator for 2009 to 2010 to be announced at the March General Meeting.

13.3
Appointment of Webster 2009-2010 to be announced at the March General Meeting.

14.
Treasurer

14.1
Debtors as at 30th November 2008:

· Dundas United Recreation Clu $3,905.74

· Football NSW Limited $1,459.00

· Granville & Districts Soccer Fo $185.30

· Granville Waratah Soccer Foot $150.50

· Guildford County Soccer & Re $1,655.85

· Hills District Football Club $2,096

· Hills United Soccer Club (Brum $42.00

· Lidcombe Falcons Football Clu $1,799.97

· Lidcombe Waratah JSFC $1,423.00
14.2
Debtors as at 3rd December 2008:

· Football NSW Limited $1,459.00

· Granville & Districts Soccer Fo $185.30

· Granville Waratah Soccer Foot $150.50

· Guildford County Soccer & Re $1,655.85

· Hills District Football Club $2,096.88

· Hills United Soccer Club (Brum $42.00

· Lidcombe Falcons Football Clu $1,799.97
14.3
Debtors as at 18th December 2008:

· Waratahs:$150.50
· Hills (Beaumont Hills) $2096.88
· Falcons $1799.97
14.4
Debtors as at 14th January 2009:

· Football NSW Limited $1,459.00

· Granville & Districts Soccer Fo $185.30

· Granville Waratah Soccer Foot $150.50

· Hills District Football Club $2,096.88

· Lidcombe Falcons Football Clu $1,799.97
14.5
A number of members go out on FNSW Competitions usually paid cash on the day. If you are not paid please contact the Secretary asap so that the Treasurer can follow this up and ensure that you receive your payment. George Mpliokis stated that if 

14.6
Richard Baker:  All the clubs that owe us money are they being declared unfinancial. We have requested this.

14.7
Stephen Courtney: Are we writing to FFA to have FNSW declared unfinancial. This could be a possibility as the amount has increased considerably.
15.
Assistant Secretary

15.1
Nil.

16
Member Protection Officer

16.1
You do not have to complete the forms but your membership can be rejected at the discretion of the MC

16.2
Steve Courtney: There was an incident that a coach was suspended for life as he did not complete the form correctly. Name was misspelt and background did not show. Howver when the name was spelt correctly the name came up with a history.

16.3
Any employment situation that involves juniors requires a form to be complete
17.
Incidents

17.1
Nothing that we are aware of.
18.
General Business

18.1
Steve Prattent:  What is the plan this year regarding upgrades?

18.2
Phil Thomas:  If you are eligible you will be asked if you want to upgrade this season.Branches at present cannot conduct a Class 1 upgrade.If you want a full Class1 upgrade then if must be done on State Super League game.
RAG are trying to include a third C1 classification that will allow you to do a “branch upgrade”. The same will apply to C2. These negotiations need to be resolved by RAG before this can be changed. 

18.3
Don Jordan. Motion:  The raffle proceed be donated to the VIC Bushfire Relief Fund


Seconded :David Lamb



Carried

18.4
Robert Lodden:  Is it possible to supply a reprint from Arbiter of games officiated at throughout the year instead of filling in the Log book. No, Log books must be completed

18.5
Kris Griffiths – Jones officiated the centre of a HAL game Perth Glory and CCM and will be 4th Official on one of the major games of the Finals series


Nick Backo will be officiating as AR on a HAL Trial game

Raffle:         Steve Prattent and Eric Lemmerman

Meeting Closed 8:20 pm    Next General Meeting 12 March 2009
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