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GRANVILLE DISTRICT SOCCER REFEREES ASSOCIATION Inc.

Formed in 1908 
Association No: Y1061210

Minutes of General Committee Meeting No: 03/2007

Venue: Merrylands Bowling Club - Date: 12th April commencing at approximately 7:30pm

1. Attendance & Apologies: As per attendance sheet.

2.
Branch Coach

2.1 I went and saw our girls at Pluim Park last Sunday. It was a very hot day and the girls were a credit to our association. Michelle Allen refereed the reserve Grade game and was fourth official on the main game.  Lyn and Amanda were assistants on the reserve and main games.  All the girls cooperated well and assisted each other.  I was pleased with the girl’s actions. They were all in black, which looked smart. They were all there well before the game started at least 45 minutes, which is hard to judge when going that far up the central coast.

2.2 Well next Saturday is our first Granville round, for the males. The girls started on the first weekend in April. Get out there and enjoy yourselves. 

2.3 If any referee has a question on any of their games, please ask any of the exam board team, or myself for advice, and we will be glad to help you. Remember we also started out once and sought the advice of our experienced referees, at that time.

2.4 It was good to see the referees at the two Friday night fitness tests.  I was unable to attend the Sunday Fitness runs, but I trust that they were well attended.

2.5 It was a good roll up for the seminar and the later seminar. Hope that you all learned something.

2.6 Please hand out the evaluation sheets to both teams, as this is a way that we can help you.

2.7 The ladies doing the N.S.W. State Premier League Ladies Games have been doing a good job. I spoke to Ron Beaumont at the games on Sunday, and he is pleased with the performance of our referees doing the centres and the lines.
2.8 Assessor’s seminar is on 16th April
2.9 Email addresscfyendle@tpg.com.au    this needs to be changed on the website & handbook.
2.10 Reminder to those Assessors that will be helping out this year there is a meeting next Monday.
2.11 Evaluation Sheets are very important for use in upgrades and any help that is needed.
3
E&ESC

3.1 Attended meeting re Auburn grant.  G&DSFA & 6 clubs not represented again - although G/Wtah turned up late.  P/Eagles couldn't make it because 'he' was training his team! Other clubs didn't even advise.

3.2 Player Registrations
· Have funding to sponsor registration fee of 130 players 

· Currently only have 49 

· Not impressed at all with support they are getting from clubs 

· Plan to meet with Michael Briggs to express disappointment, and seek association and club interest & involvement 

· Have been approached by 4 local church clubs who reckon they have 40-60 that could be sponsored. Will redirect funding unless association/clubs come to party. 

3.3
Soccer Gala Day (Phillips Park, next Sat 10 Mar) 

· Currently only have 4 teams nominated with 1 week to go, but will contact clubs and expect all will be ok 

· Very happy with proposed fees. Their treasurer will provide a cheque for the full amount of fees (I just have to email them with the calculations) 

· Besides games, there will be free bbq, jumping castles, music, etc, etc 

3.4
Training Courses 

· Next course is to start Mon 23 Apr at Auburn Council rooms. They will be sponsoring it @$30/head, i.e. attendees pay $20, they make up the difference (and it doesn't matter where the people come from!!!) 

· In addition, they will sponsor migrants that fit their specific criteria for membership/uniform. However they only expect to get 5-10 migrants to attend (a bit down on their original estimate of 20-25) 

· For this course, all enrolments will be done via DSR. 

· Also considering delivering (say) 3 courses at high schools within Auburn/Parramatta area. Each to be conducted over 2 afternoon in business hours and they will fully fund. Have confirmed Steve Courtney is available and also Steve Fenech has 1-2 people he can call on. They will be approaching schools in next 2 weeks to discuss and arrange. 

3.5
Other 

· Discussed possibility of getting speaker(s) to one of our general meetings to discuss referees inter-acting and managing other cultures (i.e. Muslim, African, refugee,). They mentioned a Muslim lady from Canterbury/Bankstown region who is a migrant social worker, but also plays soccer and coaches teams.

3.6
It has been decided to run another (& last) fitness test as follows: Fri 20 April Daniel St 6:30 & 7:00 start times (lights go off at 7:30).

3.7 In a great effort, the HARDA (Horn of Africa Relief and Development Agency) conducted a soccer tournament at Phillips Park, Lidcombe on March 10.  The day was part of a successful Harmony grant designed to assist newly arrived refugees to play football with local soccer clubs.   The players would have their registration fees subsidised by this grant.

3.8 Local clubs including Auburn St Johns, Greystanes, Granville Waratahs, Granville Kewpie and Lidcombe Waratahs participated on the day with teams ranging from 8 years to seniors.

3.9 All games were officiated by representatives from the Granville District Soccer Referees Association who have also organised a number of referee courses as part of this program.   This project is also planning to conduct a number of coaching courses to obtain a junior coaching certificate.

3.10 The day was highlighted by the efforts of the under 9 side from Auburn Park who played their first games as an organised team.   This team won their competition against established sides that are already registered in the Granville District competition.  The team was coached by Ulster born George Lundy from the Eastern Suburbs Football Association.    He became involved with the HARDA project and encouraged many players from various African backgrounds to participate.

3.11 The major sponsor was the Lidcombe Dooley’s Club and it attracted many young people who have now registered with clubs to play for 2007 season. Auburn Council played a key role in the success of the day.

3.12 Assessors Seminar organised 16th April

3.13 Last fitness test will be 20th April 6.30pm & 7.00pm. At Daniel Street.

3.14 Tony Masud has requested that his son be allowed to do the course but only to act as AR for his games.

3.15 E&ESC does not believe that at 16 any referee is ready to attempt senior referee exams. At 16 years old you have only been a referee for 2 years.  Policy to be determined by the MC.

3.16 Welcome to all new referees. Introduction & explanation of those who hold positions on the 

· Juniors retire to their Session

2. Minutes of Previous Meeting – No 02/2007 on 8th March 2007

· Moved:
B Fairley - Seconded: Antonio Terelli 

4.1
Matters arising: Nil

3. Webmaster

3.1 The Soccer NSW Send Off Report has been updated in line with the new codes which match the seven codes as stated in the Laws of the Game.  Access can be found under the  "Members Information" drop down menu and then the sub menu "Referees Documents" followed by the sub sub menu "Referee Reports" and then clicking on the appropriate Word Document symbol.

3.2 The fitness test dates have been added to the website.  They are as follows:

· Friday 23rd March, 2007 at 7.00 pm. - Daniel Street Park, Greystanes

· Sunday 25th March 2007 at 8.00am. -  Barton Park, North Parramatta

· Friday 30th March, 2007 at – 7.00 pm. - Daniel Street Park, Greystanes

· Sunday 1st April 2007 at 8.00am. - Barton Park, North Parramatta

· Friday 20th April, 2007 at – 6.30 & 7.00 pm. - Daniel Street Park, Greystanes

5.3.
In conjunction with the NSW Sports and Recreation Department and Auburn Council GDSRA will be holding a referee's course for people who wish to become soccer referees, ‘club’ referees or just want to learn and understand the laws of the game.  Lectures are on Monday nights on April 23, April 30, May 7, May 14, May 21 and May 28, 2007.  Local GDSFA details and procedures will also be explained.  The venue will be at Auburn Library, Exhibition Room and will run from 6.30 pm – 9.15 pm. There will be a nominal charge of $20.00 for each course and all attendees will receive the latest FIFA Law Book and the FIFA DVD on the Laws of the Game together with participant's workbooks and manuals.  This is a completely restructured course using latest Football Federation Australia training materials. For further information contact John Kemp: 0412200541 or e-mail: john.kemp@hp.com.  A course flyer and application form are located on our website.  Details of the laws of the game and questions and answers on these laws are also available on our GDSRA web site.

5.4
A test on your knowledge of the offside rule has been added to the website.  It assists further in explaining Law 11.  The information is copyrighted material from the BBC Sport Football website.  The information can be found by clicking on the button, marked "Offside Knowledge" on the main page and also under the "Laws" drop down menu and then the sub menu "Law Questions" followed by clicking on "Offside Knowledge".  

5.5
A reminder to all about our new appointments system: For information on how to access and set up your information for the new GDSRA Appointments System we have added a PowerPoint Presentation to assist all members.  To access the operating instructions to the new Appointments System go to the drop down menu "Members Information" and then the sub menu "Appointments" and then the sub menu "Operating Instructions".  You will then be taken to a PowerPoint Presentation, which will take you through the steps of logging in, entering your details, availability, etc.  An easier way to go straight to these instructions is to click on the button (Appoint. Instructions) on the left hand side of the home page of the website.  If you still have any problems in setting up your details please our Appointments Officer, Ian Welch.

5.6
The forum has picked up a little and in an effort to generate more interest I am looking at a chat room facility as well.  At the moment I am experimenting and if you look at the forum you will see a little “chat” icon at the top.  Clicking on this will take you to the chat room.  To log on just type in any username you wish to be known by.  Please note that being a java driven applet it does like high security devices such as firewalls.  So if it does work try lowering the protection or turn off your firewall.  As only a few regulars use the forum and it would appear that most people are more interested in other good forums such as “AusRef”, “Corsham Referees” and the “UK FA Referees Discussion” site I am finding harder and harder to justify keeping it running and spend time moderating it.  I will wait until the season starts and see if it picks up again.  I repeat do members wish the facility to remain?  Would it cause any dramas if I remove it?  Will a chat room facility be used? I am very disappointed that some people have decided to make personal attacks in the forum.  This type of behaviour is unacceptable and will not be tolerated.  Members who continue this practice and use offensive language, etc. will be banned from the forum and reported to the MC.  Also if it continues the forum may be shut down.

5.7
Average Statistics for March 2007 are up considerably from the last two months.  The statistics are as follows:

· Average hits per hour – 168; Average hits per day – 4,051; Average files per day – 2,475; Average pages per day – 276; Average visits per day – 141; Average Kbytes per day – 79,823; 

5.8
Total hits for March 2007 are as follows:

· Total hits – 125,590; Total files – 76,762; Total pages – 8,562; Total visits – 4,376; Total Kbytes – 2,420,137; “Online Appointments” (including Setup Instructions) is the most used page, followed by “Handbook”, Ground Locations, “2007 Law Changes PowerPoint”, “Law Changes 2007”, “Referees News” and then “Links”.

5.9
Countries Visiting Our Site (Traffic) in March 2007 are as follows:

· Australia – 72.92%; Ireland – 14.23%; United States – 9.71%; Great Britain (UK) – 1.13%; France – 0.43%; New Zealand – 0.31%; Sweden – 0.26%; Brazil – 0.25%; Hong Kong – 0.24%; Germany – 0.09%; Canada – 0.07%; China – 0.04%; Netherlands – 0.04%; Kuwait – 0.03%; South Africa – 0.03%; Uganda – 0.03%; Russia – 0.02%; Denmark – 0.02%; Singapore - 0.02%; Thailand – 0.02%; Turkey – 0.02%; Romania – 0.02%; Japan – 0.01%; Spain – 0.01%; Croatia – 0.01%; Indonesia – 0.01%; Poland – 0.01%; Brunei – 0.01%; Finland – 0.01%

5.10
There are some new countries yet again using our website and the numbers are up this month for Australia

6.
NSWSRI – 3rd April 2007
6.1 New caution & send off codes this season for all NSW Competitions

6.2 New send off reports available on the website.

6.3 Suggestion that our Y/L members will now have to travel outside the metropolitan area.

6.4 State Cup commences shortly

6.5 Soccer NSW is now called Football NSW

6.6 The wearing of caps has been revisited. Provided there is no danger they are allowed.

6.7 Still no set rule for the size of shin pads from FFA or FIFA. If they have shin pads on then that is that.

6.8 SRI have not specified what Assessor’s/Inspectors report we should be using. GDSRA will use the same as we have in the past.

7.
GDSFA Judiciary

7.1
Nil

8.
GDSFA General Meetings – 29th March 2007

8.1 It was a lengthy meeting as they had two submissions with clubs wanting to join the Premier League and they need to be affiliated to a district. 1st one was fro PCYC the 2nd from Canterbury. During the evening Michael asked for the clubs to show their preference. PCYC won hands down.

8.2 Referees were up next re the 19% Administration fee took 35 minutes before it went to a vote and was approved about 26 to 10. Members were told that we were receiving a pay rise. Soccer NSW has said that this will not be allowed. Associations will charge the fees as per NSW schedule. Clubs have voted for the administration fee. Levies will be reset to 0%. The fee will be the set fee and no levies will be taken. Between now & the end of the year we form a committee to set what we believe referees at a district level should get paid and put a proposal to NSW. Not necessary Further discussion will be held on this matter at the Special AGM

8.3 We need to arrange for the levy of 7.5% be set to 0%. At the AAGM.

8.4 Ian will need to have the Arbiter changed from 7.5% to 0%

8.5 The new team sheets are in and will have a full size Blue Slip.

8.6 Ladies draw will be given to us when a bug is taken out for the full season no longer week by week. Full 
Season draw has been received. 

9.
Liaison Officer

9.1
Nick Backo & Greg McLoughlin will be looking after the raffle in Manda’s absence.
10.
Equipment Officer

10.1
Polo shirts have arrived. $25.00 ea

10.2 For those that have ordered shoes, they will be available at the April GM

10.3 New notebooks are available. They are already printed with everything you need. $2.50 ea
11.
Appointments

11.1 Arbiter working fine. All Round 1 Ladies games verified and completed
11.2 Received the draw at 6:00 pm 11/4/07. Did not go smoothly. 99% finished. Should be published am tomorrow 13/4/07. If you have any special requirements that have not been adhered to please contact Ian.
11.3 Most of the new referees are at 4-5 different games. All new referees will have a senior referee with them.
11.4 Appointments have been done strictly to the availability that you set in the arbiter. You must complete your own calendar.
11.5 The  competition has been moved back by 1 week to make the adjustments for the late start.
11.6 Please note that we have only received week 1 of the Saturday games. I am hoping to receive the season draw on the weekend
11.7 If you are available this weekend and you don’t get games please contact me immediately.
11.8 Due to the mix up with ID cards for Round1 please use commonsense. Michael Briggs will clarify it tomorrow.
12.
Ordinary Members

12.1 Nicholas & Lyn Nielsen will hold a discussion on commitment during the junior session.

12.2
Two ccandidates have put their names forward for Kanga Cup
13.
Secretary

13.1 The following members have been removed from the register of members: Oliver Castle, Tony De Ceglic, Peter Denham, Adrian Dolahenty, Blake Drinkwater, Aidan Durie, Peter Durie, Javier Fernandez, James Germanos, Daniel Gilbert, Cameron Guest, Stuart Gurney, Adrian Hale, Allen Hands, Scott Hatfield (jnr), Scott Hatfield, Jon Hayward-Wright, Matthew Hayward-Wright, Gemma Howes, Paul Jenner, Jimmy Katehos, Alan Lalich, Gavin Lamb, Mark Leach, Harish Mantri, Nitish Mantri, John Massard, Blake Matthews, Danny McGarrigle, Adrian McMahon, Jeffrey McManus, Ian McCrea, Denis Milanovic, Andrew Milne, Christopher Milne, Callan Minard, Jolyon Minshall, Craig Mitchell, Joshua Panton, Bradley Paton, Andrew Pemberton, Joseph Pender, Charles Rynn, Zain Sumar, Joshua Taylor, Luka Teklic, Ryan Thomas, Luke Titterton, Alok Vidya, Adam Wakeling, Gregory Wales, Daniel White, Elias Yousif, James Zmijewski.

We now have 203 members.

14.
Treasurer

14.1

	Receivables Reconciliation [Summary] 03/04/2007

	Name
	Total Due
	0 - 14
	15 - 21
	22 - 30
	30+

	Auburn District Junior Soccer Football Club Inc
	$2,902.50 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$2,902.50 

	Castle Hill United
	$185.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$185.00 

	Granville & Districts Soccer Football Association
	$72.00 
	$72.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 

	Greystanes Soccer Club Inc
	$42.50 
	$0.00 
	$42.50 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 

	Holroyd Rangers Soccer & Rec. Club
	$46.50 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$46.50 

	Lidcombe Falcons Football Club
	$361.75 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$361.75 

	North Rocks Soccer Club Inc
	$100.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$100.00 

	Norwest Demons Football Club
	$1,349.80 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$1,349.80 

	NSW Sport and Recreation
	$2,600.00 
	$1,900.00 
	$0.00 
	$700.00 
	$0.00 

	Pendle Hill Junior Soccer Club
	$325.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$325.00 

	Soccer New South Wales Limited
	$144.00 
	$0.00 
	$144.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 

	Wenty Waratah Sports & Social Club Inc  - Soccer
	$193.75 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$193.75 

	Total:
	$8,322.80 
	$1,972.00 
	$186.50 
	$700.00 
	$5,464.30 

	Ageing Percent:
	 
	$0.24 
	$0.02 
	$0.08 
	$0.66 

	Receivables Account:
	$8,322.80 
	 
	 
	 
	 


14.2 Waiting on further monies coming in before finalising the accounts

14.3 Opening a CommBus account to authorise payments online.

14.4 There is potential to apply for grants/assistance from Parramatta Council

14.5 Bank account balance $80K

14.6 Money to be returned to GDSFA as soon as we are self-sufficient. Perhaps we could pay it in 2 halves.

14.7 Will Granville be issued an invoice for the money they are paying for Norwest? Yes

14.8 James to mention at the next meeting if there are any members wanting to be paid once a year.

14.9 All invoices that go to the clubs will be billed with an administration fee of 19% 
14.10 If there are any members that want to be paid once a year please notify the Treasurer ASAP
14.11 John Higgins. Where is the Association at financially? We have 80,000$ in the bank. $50,000$ to be paid back to Granville. We’ve had to pay up front costs such as uniforms & shoes. Until that money is recouped we are a bit tight. Compared to last year we are travelling at about the same.
14.12 Dept. Sport & Rec has been paid
14.13 Auburn District has money outstanding. Several contacts have been made asking for payment. To date there has been no money paid with no explanation. GDSRA have withdrawn all services to this club (both home & away games) I have been informed today that they have been paid. The club was told that it was too late to change the appointments for this weekend, however if the money has been paid we will find referees to at least do their Premier League games.
14.14 Norwest also have unpaid monies. $1349.80 will be paid by GDSFA and recoup the money at a later stage 
15.
Assistant Secretary

15.1 Nil.

16.
General Business

16.1.1 Class 2 Theory - 
Warren Ballard, James Dolahenty,

16.1.2 Class 2 Practical   Ian Blackett
16.1.3 Class 1 Theory & practical, John Gates

16.1.4 Please remember to write the game number on your blue slip

16.1.5 Discussion on Class 2 theory at 16. You will not be allowed to sit the exam. You will only be able to go along and listen.

Raffle drawn - Winners: Brooke Nielsen & Peter Gibbons

Meeting Closed 9:30PM 

Next meeting 10th May 2007
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