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GRANVILLE DISTRICT SOCCER REFEREES ASSOCIATION Inc.

Formed in 1908
Association No: Y1061210

Minutes of General Meeting
No: 04/2006

Venue: Merrylands Bowling Club

Date: 11th May 2006 commencing at approximately 7:30pm

1. Attendance & Apologies: As per record sheet.

2. Guest Speaker – Steve Fenech (Referees’ State Coach)

3. Branch Coach

3.1 I have noticed a lot of players from under 13 up to all age, committing deliberate fouls. These players look to see where the referee is, and then pull a shirt or push or hold a player, knowing that they out of the referee’s line of site. These are fouls, which I think are being taught to players in the younger age groups. Referees need to watch players and see if they are watching the referee, and come down hard if a foul is committed.  There is no place for players who cheat, and we must be aware of it.

3.2 When the first interchange occurs, watch and make sure, and pay particular attention that the new player does not come onto the field before the outgoing player has left the field. If you do this on the first interchange, the players will do the right thing if they can see that you are watching them.

3.3 I have seen a number of 15/1 & 16/1 games this year. Our referees are not being strict enough on these age groups. This is an age group where tempers can flare up and retaliation can occur very easily. If you play advantage, signal and call clearly, and talk to the offender at the next stoppage. This will help to reduce the incidents of retaliation. If there is no advantage, or the foul is nasty, stop play and deal with it. Remember the rules state reckless play is an offence, it does have to be deliberate, just reckless.

3.4 A strong Referee is needed on Parra Eagles U/15-1

3.5 Quite a few inspections have been done but no reports are coming in. Charles needs all inspection reports ASAP

3.6 Check on evaluation sheets. Are they coming back? Charles to check.

3.7 Michael Briggs to explain to the Clubs about the evaluation forms.
4.6
A Free kick is from where the offence occurred. You do not move the ball 10 yards up the field. If you are an assistant and this happens please ring Jeff McGeorge that night.

4.7
Evaluation forms are coming in regularly. They are giving us valuable information. Please make sure that you have the current version. 

4. Education & Examination Subcommittee

4.1
As at 9:00am this morning (24th April), 13 people enrolled 4 juniors (who are happy to do lines only of an afternoon for 2006) 1 x 18yo 8 seniors - 3 definite to referee, 5 I would expect at least another 8-10 people to register by the weekend, with a few likely to just walk thru the door on the night - so I am assuming about 23-25 at the course.

4.2 I don't know what decision or action the MC took re advertising in the local papers.

4.3 The following members have applied for upgrades:
· qL3 to L2T: Solomon Alefe; Warren Ballard; Andrew Broadbent; James Dolahenty; Brad Mitchell; Ian Welch

· L2 to L1T: Lyn Nielsen; John Gates

4.4
These are those who have been looked at:
· Matt Graham 8/4; Russell Geribo 8/4; Jim Katehos 8/4; Keith Pearce 22/4;  David Shurley 22/4; John Roose 22/4; Charles Rynn 8/4; Anthony Pope 22/4; Craig Mooney 22/4; Kerry Hosking 8/4; Mark Crouch 8/4; Eric Lemmeran 8/4; Cameron Guest 8/4; William Liu 22/4.

4.5
Course got off to a good start Monday 1st May 2006. We had a total of 23: 13 adults (3 women) and 10 juniors doing the course.  1 senior couldn't make it last night and he is picking up the materials today to start next week. Another senior just didn't turn up. Another turned up, and then had a family emergency and left. He will contact me later this week - possibly start next week.

4.6
Inspection reports can be picked up from Jim tonight.

4.7
Keith Pearce- Can religious jewellery be worn? Nothing other than a flat wedding band can be worn.

5. Minutes of Previous Meeting – No 03/2006 on 13April 2006

· Moved: Amanda Davis



Seconded:  Jim Nicolaou 

5.5
Tushaar Dhar  3.3
 Should be “does not have to”

6. Webmaster

6.1
The Ground Locations Page has been updated to incorporate all the new grounds within the district for 2006.  This page can be found by going to the drop down menu "Member's Information" and then clicking on the sub menu "Ground Locations".

6.1 Starting 1st May 2006 GDSRA will be holding a referees course for people who wish to become soccer referees, ‘club’ referees or just want to learn and understand the laws of the game.  Lectures are on Monday nights May 1, May 8 and May 16 with the examination on May 23.  There is an additional night (date and venue TBA) for providing details on the GDSFA local procedures.  The venue will be at Merrylands Bowling and Sports Club (Oxford Street, Merrylands) and will run from 7:00 pm to 9:30 pm.

6.2 There will be a nominal charge of $35.00 for each course and all attendees will receive the latest FIFA Law Book and the FIFA DVD on the Laws of the Game together with lecture notes and a certificate of completion if the course is passed.  For further information contact John Kemp: 0412200541 or e-mail: john.kemp@hp.com.  For a flyer on the course click on “Education & Training” sub menu “Referee Courses” and sub sub menu “Next Course”.  Details of the laws of the game and questions and answers on these laws are available on our GDSRA web site.

6.3 Soccer NSW has issued a statement from Richard Lorenc, National Refereeing Manager of Federation Football Australia concerning the new offside interpretation.  This statement was provided to various associations who attended a special NSWSRI Education meeting.

6.4 In most offside situations the "old" rule will still apply; i.e. where only one attacking player clearly goes for the ball from an offside position, the player is deemed offside.  If the referee uses the "wait and see" approach for this player to touch the ball, then the defending team will be disadvantaged.  The indirect free kick is taken from where the offside player was situated when the ball was played.

6.5 This Soccer NSW Memo has been added to our website and can be located under the "Referees Documents" section of the web site.  Clicking on the drop down menu “Members Information” sub menu “Referees Documents” and then clicking on “Other Documents and Articles” can find this.  The article is in PDF format so you will need a PDF reader to view it.  Please read this document carefully.

6.6 The new 2006 Handbook has been prepared by the secretary and is available on the website.  It can be found under the "Handbook" section of the web site.  Why not take a look so that you understand what is required for the 2006 season.  It has some interesting and valuable information.  This can be found by clicking on the drop down menu "Members Information".

6.7 The forum use has picked up a little however, only the regulars and a couple of new faces are still basically using it.  More participation would be appreciated.  I would like to thank all those members who offered candid comments and suggestions as to why we should keep the forum.  In spite of limited use I will keep it going, for now, as requested by those members responses to keep it running.

6.8 Average Statistics for April 2006 have picked up a little even though it is still our off-season with only trial games happening.  The statistics are as follows:
· Average hits per hour – 263; Average hits per day – 6,313; Average files per day – 3,063; Average pages per day – 423; Average visits per day – 146; Average Kbytes per day – 56,240

6.10
Total hits for April 2006 are as follows:

· Total hits – 157,842; Total files – 76,586; Total pages – 10,583; Total visits – 3,662; Total Kbytes – 1,370,000

6.11
As to be expected “Online Appointments” is most used page, followed by “Ground Locations” and then closely followed by “Links”.

6.12
Countries Visiting Our Site (Traffic) in April 2006 are as follows:

· Australia – 81.83%; Ireland - 7.37%; USA – 6.38%; UK – 3.17%; Canada – 0.34%; Hong Kong – 0.31%; Sweden – 0.08%; Denmark – 0.07%; France – 0.06%; Japan – 0.05%; New Zealand – 0.04%; Greece – 0.03%; Nigeria – 0.03%; Mauritius -0.02%; Philippines – 0.02%; Turkey – 0.02%; United Arab Emirates – 0.02%; Brazil – 0.02%; Netherlands – 0.02%; Belgium – 0.02%; Poland – 0.01%; Singapore – 0.01%; Argentina – 0.01%; India – 0.01%; Bulgaria – 0.01%; Norway – 0.01%; Russia – 0.01%; Israel – 0.01%; Germany – 0.01%; Taiwan – 0.01%

6.9 It is interesting to see that overseas countries continue to find our website of some use especially our friends in Ireland (must stop getting my relatives racking up the hits).

6.10 People are still calling me (it’s now Round 4) in regard to forgotten passwords and even usernames.  I will be handing out instructions again at the May 2006 meeting for new members and those who have forgotten how to log on.  We are all human and if you have forgotten passwords, etc. please drop me an e-mail and I will advise by return.  It would be very much appreciated if you stop telephoning my home all the time and e-mail me instead.

6.11 The Send off & Incident report system has been rewritten.
7. NSWSRI – 2nd May 2006

7.1
Y/League all coaches & mgrs have got their ID cards

7.2 Level 1( now known as L3) accredited inspectors in each branch/district to be listed and forwarded to SRI, & then to State coach. Copy of certificate to be sent to Joe Rovella 

7.3 State cup games have priority & commence 6/7-5 remember pay on the day at the canteen

7.4 Member registration due in by 1/6/6 new recruits month later. Sent 17/4/06.  GDSRA submitted details on 17th April.

7.5 Class 2 exam paper new one due this week, however essentially the same continue with the current paper.

7.6 Y/League evaluation sheets, nomination to discontinue, discussions held & motion defeated. Three weeks results received more to follow & will continue to chase up with SOCCER NSW.

7.7 Class 1 exam 1st night at NSWSRI 31/5 Venue TBA.

7.8 Verbal report from Bill Lodge, Y/League referee performance generally not up to scratch, however the evaluation reports do not confirm this.

7.9 Y/League game coverage lacking, 4 branches do not cover these games, would appreciate if other branches could assist.

7.10 Country meeting in July at Orange

7.11 Soccer NSW constitution still being revamped, discussed and should be invoked in June no guarantees.

7.12 Soccer NSW did consider amongst many other things changing the name to: 'Football NSW' but thought better of it, did not want to be known as: F.... NSW".

7.13 The visiting Italian referees will be at Garside park Sat. 6/5 anyone wishing to see these guys in action please consider to attend the games. 5.30pm & 7.30pm. Joe to email the membership.
7.14 The Australian match officials being chosen for the world cup will be in action on the 21/5 those wishing to see in action keep in touch with the web.

7.15 David Lambkin.  Substitution boards are not being used at Federation. Make a note on the Team sheet.

7.16 Richard Baker – FFA have published all new & compulsory training material that must be used from 2007. All materials are being looked at present. 

8.
GDSFA Judiciary

8.1
SEND OFF REPORT MUST BE ON GDSRA FORMS NOT ON SNSW FORMS

8.2
ENSURE THAT PLAYER NAME & NUMBER IS WRITTEN ON THE SEND OFF REPORT

8.3
INCIDENT REPORT MUST BE SEPARATE NOT COMBINED WITH SEND OFF

8.4
ALL REPORTS MUST BE IN BY SUNDAY NIGHT TO THE SECRETARY

8.5
R13 – persistent misconduct must have a written report. 

8.6
When you are finished completing the Team Sheet just run your eyes over it to make sure that it is correctly filled out.

8.7
Ignore the half time score. Too many are getting it wrong. Only enter the full time score

8.8
Double-check your cautions. If you do not get it right the player will walk.

8.9
You are responsible for the team check. If your assistant fills it in for you, check it

8.10
If you have sent a player for an offence and he has also committed another send off offence make note of it in your report.
9.
GDSFA General Meetings 26th April 2006
9.1
Secretary:

· The Roles of the President and Competition Secretary are available if anyone wishes to nominate.  Currently the Senior Vice President (Harry Hage) is acting President and Michael Briggs is also doing the Competition Secretary’s role as well as his own.
· Minutes of previous meeting moved and accepted.

· Failure of clubs to notify the Football Association when an incident occurs.  Several incidents happened on Saturday April 22, 2006 (Round 3) but were not notified by the clubs. Incidents included a referee being verbally assaulted with details not received until Tuesday and also spectators coming onto the pitch. Please call or email these reports straight away.

· When submitting reports it would be appreciated if the reports could be typed and a spell checker used.  Handwritten reports are often unreadable and especially when people scan them into a PDF format.

· Ladies results are to be supplied by host club either by e-mail or fax.

· Team Sheets for clubs in the Southern area of the Football Association can be delivered to Michael Briggs in the Car Park of Dooley’s (Lidcombe Catholic Club) three Saturdays/Sundays out or four providing they are delivered no later than 5.15 pm.  On the remaining Saturday/Sunday clubs will have to come to 20 Bulli Road, Toongabbie (Michael’s house).

· General Discussion about Team Officials.  It was felt that the Referees should control everything inside the ropes/red line including the bench.  The Team Officials are to control the spectators of their team as the players come under the Referee but can assist if needed.  If teams are without their official then GDSFA should be notified for action as the clubs has agreed to these officials so there should be no reason why they are not there. A question on whether the Ground Officials are still required? Yes they are and this is a Soccer NSW requirement.

· Roo Ball coaches for U6/U7 are allowed to remain on the field with their teams whilst the match is in progress.

· Providing of Match Balls – The Association By-Laws state that the Home Team is to provide 3 Match Balls.  Request from GDSRA that at least 2 balls be available with one provide by each Senior Team because games are being delayed by having to play the match with only one ball.  Consensus after discussion by clubs that each team will do this.

· Several match officials have heard the Football Association will not tolerate racial sledging and this.  Teams to be advised that this is not to happen.

· There is to be no movement of players between Black, White and Red in the same division and age group.  This applies for all age groups from U9’s upwards.  Teams found to have used players from other teams in the same competition will have their points removed and their opponents will receive a 3 goal win and 3 points.

· Players registered to play in All Age Seniors are not permitted to play in Over 35 Teams even though they may have turned 35.  However, Over 35 players can play in All Age Senior teams.

· Over 35’s are not to have screw-in or metal studs. Only moulded allowed.

· There have been requests from Mums and Dads, Husbands and Wives, etc. to place the kick off times on the website next to the matches in the draw.  This is ok as long as people realise that there maybe late changes that will not be reflected on the web site.  There was some general discussion and the clubs voted for it to go up on the website.

· There is s fund raiser “What is the original ball bag”

· Fines commence from Round 4 for incorrect entries on team sheets.

9.2
Treasurer:

· Cash on Hand $786,000 plus other assets (debtors: $79,000, assets $40,000) giving total assets of $905,000.  With liabilities the Football Associations total net assets are $485,000.

· In 2005 there were 9,700 registered players and in 2006 this has risen to 10,006 registered players in 735 teams (up 75 teams from 2005). 14.7 players per team in 2005 and 13.6 in 2006.

· Fines commence from Round 4 for incorrect entries on team sheets.

9.3
Registrar:

· No Roo Ball player can play up in a full competition side i.e. in U9’s and U10’s, etc.

· Late registrations are ongoing. 

9.4
Senior Vice President:

· Receipt of Referees reports is improving.

· Replying on the spot for reports received that they have arrived and if players and/or referees have to attend.

· Send off problems – Please ensure that ID Cards go with the team sheet or the player may get a longer period off the park because hearing will be delayed.  Secretary’s expected to keep players cards under ‘lock & key’ if they have received R7 or R13.

· Judiciary meetings will be held on Thursday nights at 7.00 pm at the Auburn Soccer Club except for the 2nd Thursday of each month when it will be held on a Wednesday night.  This is because the club is booked on those Thursday nights.

9.5
Ladies Delegate (Junior Vice President):

· Had a meeting last Sunday night (23/04/06) of all Ladies teams

· Tracey McGovern Cup – Competition at Port Macquarie held on the long weekend in October.  GDSFA to field a representative side made up from all the All Age Division 1 Ladies teams – squads of 20.  We can send more than one side.  We will be wearing Granville Kewpies Shirts (Oldest club in the association and same as old Granville Colours).

· Presidents Cup starts on 17th May 2006 with only three teams so far nominated.  Looking for several more teams.

· State Cup games – please make sure that all GDSFA make up games are played with in two weeks for those teams participating in State Cup matches.

· Thank you to the Referees that do the Ladies games on Sunday.

· The next Ladies meeting will be on 19th May 2006 at 7.30 pm.

· The full Ladies draw is on the website.

9.6
GDSRA

· Clubs were reminded of the upcoming new referee’s course starting Monday 1st May 2006.

· Advise the clubs that we don’t have enough senior referees to cover all games on Saturdays.

· No problems experienced with senior teams so far this year.

· Advised that Law books are available for $15.00 per book.

· Was given several blue team sheet potions and a few evaluation sheets.

· Cheque received from St Johns Auburn for $6,000.  To be forwarded to the Treasurer GDSRA.

· Common sense to be applied by Referees if there are no ground officials present.

9.7 General Business:

· North Rocks requested that as Roo Ball was non-competitive that scores are not posted on the website.  General agreement from the clubs that scores not be posted on the website.

· Ermington is having a Roo Ball Gala Day on 21st May 2006.  All clubs invited to enter teams.

· Greystanes U10 Barry Donnelly Cup is on 18th June 2006.

· General discussion about reinstating 3 Points for a bye as it was felt that some teams were disadvantaged especially those that have 3 byes when most others have 2 byes.  A motion was put to have the 3 Points for a bye reinstated.  It was put to the vote and carried.

· Further discussion on U6 & U7 Roo Ball coaches being on the field for the match duration.

· The status of the St Johns Auburn 17/1’s side is still to be decided.  Will be dealt with at next Monday’s Management Meeting.

· De-registrations have now ceased.

· The names of all interchange players must appear on the team sheet before the start of the game.  If it is proven that players have entered the field whilst not been recorded on the team sheet then the opposition will be given a 3-0 win.

· A referee to ensure that the second half score recorded is the final score and not a record of just the second half score.  There have been a couple of cases where this has been done (probably by newer referees).

10.
Liaison Officer

10.1
Nil.

11.
Equipment Officer

11.1
I will not be bringing a lot of stock with me to the meetings in the future. If you have any equipment needs please use the online shop, send me an email and as a very last resort ring me on 0418278100. I will have all equipment with me that have been ordered
12.
Appointments

12.1. Ladies: There have been far too many “no shows” in recent weeks. If you have a problem with the times you are being appointed to please send Lyn Nielsen an email so that your availability can be changed.  If by Thursday night you have not received any appointments for Sunday please ring me on 0418278100 to double check. Do not just assume that you have no games.

12.2. Kings School Tournament.  Sunday 21st May 7 a side 7 minutes each way 5 age groups13, 14,15,16, and open [must be student any members interested please contact me.

12.3. Barry Donnelly Sunday 18th June U10 knock out competition again any members interested please contact me.

12.4. Members please check team sheets have a blue copy, some don’t.

12.5. Members please follow procedures to the letter

· A. advise non-availability or change in availability ASAP.
· B. do any extra games centres and or lines you must advise me by 8pm Sunday

· C also if you don’t do game you are appointed to you must also advise and reason there are a few members who are just not turning up.  The treasurer and I are spending hours trying to sort it out.

12.6 State League we are been asked to officiate on many games on a regular basis, lines and centres, Ladies and Men’s.

12.7 Draw still a few problems but most fixed now.

12.8 State Cup commences 13th May

12.9 There are several deferred games being played at night over the next few weeks 13/14 May.
12.10 Please send Phil an email if at some time you are not available. Pullouts affect a lot more than you realise.
12.11 Phil is away the weekend 
13.
Ordinary Members

13.1
Nil.

14.
Secretary

14.1 When it is obvious a junior player is injured, stop the game immediately.  Do not wait till the gall goes out of play.

14.2 From Round 6, Saturday 13th May 2005, fines will begin to be imposed on any member who does not complete a team sheet correctly.  Fine will apply to each team sheet, not each mistake.

14.3 From Round 6, Saturday 13th May 2005, fines will begin to be imposed on any member who does not complete a send off report correctly, such as omitting the name of the player dismissed.

14.4 Ten members have been restricted to lines because they failed to attend the compulsory Seminar.

14.5 If you as the Referee are involved in an abandoned game, call Jeff McGeorge immediately on 0411 699 304.

14.6 If you have an “all in brawl”, get the identity of the players involved.  Stand back and write down the numbers of the players involved.  Remember this is your role as a Referee and/or Assistant Referee to record identity of players.  As well as their identity, describe what they are doing, e.g. punching, kicking, spitting etc.

14.7 Some members are not complying with instructions regarding language.  Remember that you have a variety of ways of dealing with foul language, such as:

· Quietly talk to the offending player on the run; but no Caution

· Publicly talk to the offending player; (there is a stoppage in play) but no Caution

· Stop play, (not if the opposition has the ball), award an Indirect Free Kick, and publicly talk to the offending player, but no Caution; 

· Stop play, Caution the offending player and award an Indirect Free Kick, (but, perhaps not if the opposition has the ball & attacking goal)

· Stop play, Dismiss (Red Card) offending player and award an Indirect Free Kick, (but, perhaps not if the opposition has the ball).  In other words look to see where the ball is and wait for next stoppage in play.

· Before you stop play, make certain the opposition does not have the ball.  If so, wait for next stoppage in play.

12.1 The important thing is taking some form of action.  Doing nothing is not acceptable, and do not act as if you were the only person in a 1 kilometre radius who did not hear it.

12.2 Jewellery is still an issue, even after five rounds.  We still get “but the referee last week allowed me to wear it.  It’s simply, ANYTHING other than a flat band wedding ring is not allowed.  If it can’t come off, then the player is not allowed to play.  There are no exceptions.
12.3 Look the part.  In all grades, all ages, before starting the game all players should have their shirts 360 degrees in their shorts.

12.4 Officiate a game in the spirit of “Fair Play”.  Pull up the constant charging in the back, the constant kicking the back of the heels, the pushing, shirt pulling etc.  Stamp your authority and tell players it is not acceptable.

12.5 Allan Hands- congrats to the Secretary for raising the item of swearing. This needs to be stamped out

12.6 Shannon Byrne – clarification needed on swearing at themselves.

12.7 Jim Nicolaou – Foul and abusive language is a send off offence not a cautionable offence

13.
Treasurer

13.1 Members to be advised that from Round 6 fines will apply for incorrectly completing the team sheet.

13.2 Please see following the details of how game payments will be made this season:
· As long as members complete their appointed games, no claim form needs to be submitted. A claim form should only be submitted if you have done a game you have not been appointed to. (If this does occur, you need to contact the Appointments Officer no later than Sunday night to advise of the change)

· Once all Blue Slips are received, the round is entered into the database and a list of members who have not completed their appointments (i.e. missing Blue Slips, incomplete Blue Slips or members who do not turn up to appointments) is generated. These members are then contacted to ensure that where a blue slip is missing, they do not miss out on payment.

13.3
Payment is then made to members in the 2nd week of the month following the games (e.g. April games will be paid by the 14th May). If payments are delayed due to missing blue slips, members will be advised in due course.

13.4
Payments will be made for March and April this week. 

13.5
It is not us that are issuing the fines for not completing the team sheet it is the football body.

13.6
Be cautious when filling in the team sheet. Make sure that the blue slip is legible

13.7
Levy statements will be available next week.

13.8
James Hunt – If a referee is doing an under 9’s game, if fined they will only be paid $5. The fine still applies. Obviously there will be a bit of leeway for new referees.

13.9
Brett Hunt – Should fines apply to the Management Committee? To be raised at next MC meeting

13.10
Richard Baker: The procedure is exactly the same as your appointments.

15.
Assistant Secretary

15.1
Lyn Nielsen will be attending future meeting of GDSFA the ladies committee.

16.
General Business

16.1
Tushaar Dhar – Can a metal clasp stay on a bandage? No it must be taped or covered in some way. The only time a player can be

16.2
Brad Mitchell – Congratulations to Glenn Leach on the way he approaches the interviews.

16.3
Phil Thomas - changing the Ladies draw is becoming a problem. Please speak to GDSFA

16.4
Allan Downton – Can a player take the field with glasses if the card has not been stamped. NO. The glasses must be removed for him to take the field.

16.5
Certificates give to:
Lyn Minard

16.6
Badges awarded to:
William Lui

Kerry Hosking

Ian McRea

Tushaar Dhar

Eric Lemmerman

Mark Crouch

16.7
Inspections are not coming in on time. Allow 1 week for the report to be sent in.

16.8
Brad Mitchell – The state of the fields are only going to get worse during the season. At what stage do we deem the field a danger? This will be left up to the Referee’s judgement

16.9
Charles Yendle – Please have someone check out Eric Mobbs. It is said that there are rabbit holes.

Raffle drawn

Winners: Peter Gibbons, John Allan Downton

Thank you to Steve Fenech


Meeting Closed PM 

Next General Meeting 8th June 2006
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