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GRANVILLE DISTRICT SOCCER REFEREES ASSOCIATION Inc.

Association No: Y1061210

Minutes of General Meeting No:02/2004 of 11h March 2004 commencing at approximately 7:30pm

Venue: Merrylands Bowling Club

1. Attendance and Apologies: - 
1.2
As per register, Shane Smith, Antonio Terelli, Stephen Courtney
2.
Minutes of Previous Meeting – GM 01/2004 of 12th February 2004

2.1
Moved: Amanda Davis / Seconded: Barry Fairley 

2.2
Matters Arising

3.
Appointments

3.1 Requests for referees will come from Secretary of GDSFA to our Secretary then to ASC.  This way we know they are sanctioned and we have control.  GDSFA delegates to discuss at next GDSFA GM.
3.2 Appointments to be emailed to members that do not have a public email address. Eg. Hotmail, yahoo, subject to software upgrade.
3.3 Requests for referees (even trial games) must go through proper channels so control can be maintained and we know relevant Football Assoc sanctions game.

3.4 Availability/Non Availability, any change in availability must be notified to Appts. Off.  A.S.A.P.

3.5 State League commenced 28th Feb and Youth League commences 6th March.  District starts 3rd April.

3.6 Many members have asked or suggested can appointments be sent by email.  In theory there should be no problem but there is ONE major problem, members not checking their emails DAILY and those members that have free email services have to clear out their account constantly otherwise if account is full future emails aren’t delivered.

3.7 Already an email was sent to 8 members and 4 were a problem because of above reasons, this is a 50% failure rate, which is totally unacceptable.

3.8 District Trials start in earnest weekend of 6/7th March.

3.9 We have requests from NR, St Johns, and Parra Eagles for this weekend already. North Rocks are holding trials on Sun. 14th & 21st any refs interested please let me know.

3.10 We realise many of our referees (especially juniors) are involved in trials as players, coaches etc and their availability is limited but we would appreciate any and all assistance in suppling refs for trial games, so if interested please let me know.
3.11 If you want to do trial games please see Phil or Lyn
3.12 At non-district games you are required to be there 30 mins prior to kick off time. This is also expected at GDSFA games.
4.
Branch Coach

4.1
Safety – Lightening


There is clearly a need for Clubs & Referees to adopt a safety rule-when lightening strikes count the seconds. If 30 secs or less there is a danger. All matches are to be suspended. As a Referee you have a duty of care to the players.

4.2
Blood Bin


Any player that has blood on hi/her body or equipment must leave the field. Any player that refuses is to be cautioned. If they still refuse they are to be cautioned again and sent from the field of play. Commonsense is at all times to prevail. The Referee must inspect the player before they return to the field of play not the Assistant.

4.3
The Silver Goal does not apply in Australia.

4.4
Please do not listen to information obtained from websites. Only apply a rule if you have been notified by GDSRA
5.
Equipment

5.1 Plenty of equipment available.

6. Education & Examination Sub Committee

6.1 Referees Courses - New candidates course for March already has 38 people enrolled, majority juniors from the ‘Hills’ area. Agreed to close enrolments around the 50 mark, due to size of group and space considerations at North Rocks.

· Any additional names will be held over to the next course scheduled for May

· Only a few names for club referees course at this stage. Expect to get a lot more in first few weeks of March once clubs start trials. A number of clubs have indicated they are going to make it compulsory for at least 1 person in each team (i.e. coach) to attend.

6.2
NSWSRI Seminars

· Sat 28 Feb (Coach Seminar): CY, JB & JK to attend (confirmed with NSWSRI)

· Sun 29 Feb (Open Seminar): Referees to advise Joe Rovella if they wish to attend

· Mon 01 Mar (Inspector Seminar): JB & JMcG to contact inspectors re their attendance

6.3
Referees Competitions

· Noted that (as per NSWSRI circular) that age groups for end of year referees competitions changed to U16, U18 & U21.

6.4
GDSRA Calendar

· Existing draft calendar reviewed and updated (copy attached). Changes were
· Inclusion of NSWSRI L1 dates

· Move L1/L2 lectures to Tuesday nights

· Reduced dates for fitness testing to 3 (from 4)

6.5
Law Revisions

· Offside:    There has been no Law change to Law11- Offside. Requested Webmaster include for information on website.

· Jewellery: Position is 

· Eyewear/Glasses: G&DSFA still seeking clarification from Soccer NSW re a definition of ‘sports spectacles’.  Referees will allow players to participate in games providing the player’s ID Card shows player wearing glasses and ID Card is endorsed by G&DSFA on the back. No “Dame Edna” glasses will be allowed.

6.6 NSW Grading Schedule

· Updated schedule reviewed. Key points below.

· Alternate Exam paper to be used for new candidates course

· Referees older than 18 that do games over U16 to be classified as Class 3 (theory).

6.7
Inspections

· Agreed will be a big push this year re inspections and badging.

· PT agreed to work closely with E&EC and Branch Coach to achieve same, and procedures were discussed and agreed

· Committee discussed nominations to NSWSRI for Branch Inspectors.  Our nominated Branch Inspectors are Charlie Yendle and Geoff Leverton

· Agreed to adopt (in principal) recommendation by Shane Smith in 2003 re appointing a senior referee to Y/L U18 games who can inspect/advise on other Y/L games.
6.8 
The circular on shin pads is only for GDSFA. It does not include Y/L, S/L or Feds. It has been endorsed by 
GDSFA and will be adhered to in this association.

6.9 
Those that are Inspectors please make an effort to help us get through upgrade this season.

6.10 Reconsidering video presentation options for training & General Meetings

6.11 If you do the Federation Fitness test you do not have to attend GDSRA fitness test. JR or JB must be notified of pass in Feds.

7 NSWSRI - 2nd March 2004
7.1 Referee competition 8 branches have submitted all other when submitted will be o n the waiting list.

7.2 Friendship games under14 need to advise referees urgently who are willing to take part initially girls/ladies then Gent who are available.

7.3 D & O Insurance @ $63.52 per branch now due.

7.4 List of members must be submitted by 30th April 2004.

7.5 Arlington Oval is not available for approx 6 weeks.
8.
GDSFA – Judiciary

8.1 Hearings will be at Toongabbie Bowling Club. 

8.2 Warning issued by Denis Grace Vice President GDSFA that no alcohol to be consumed prior to hearing.  Failure to observe will result in case being postponed till following week.  This of course applies to all Referees equally as it applies to players.
8.3 Still dealing with some 2003 matters.
9.
Liaison Officer

9.1 As indicated by the results I would like the management’s permission to start organising the following fundraising activities.

· Krispy Kreme

· Dinner

· Soccer Game

· Footy Tipping Comp.

9.2 The response from members was encouraging and I would like to capitalise on this response as quickly as possible.

9.3 As always the raffles will proceed on a monthly basis.  If the Management have any further ideas they would like to share I am open to all suggestions.
9.4 Fundraising sanctioned by MC
10
Ordinary Members

10.1 Information on polo shirts. Brochures received. Looking at several different colour combinations. $25-$30 each. Polo type shirt with a pocket for Neville’s sugar.

10.2 Shane to investigate caps as well with our Logo

10.3 Introduction of Geoffrey Kleu to all members present.

11.
Secretary

11.1 84 members renewed at as 29th February 2004.

11.2 Attended seminar on changes to the Child Protection Act on Wednesday 24th February.

11.3 GDSRA’s policy is being prepared and is likely to be presented in April 2004.

11.4 Child Protection – it is not guidelines it is LAW. All of us have a duty of care to a minor (U/18). If you have an assistant you are required to look after them. If your Assistant is being harassed, you get over there and you deal with it. Don’t ignore it. Deal with it. JR is to be notified of any threats.

12.
Treasurer

12.1 Upgrade of the database has been actioned.

12.2 March invoice issued to all clubs. (50% of annual fee)

12.3 Corporate Games- All involved must sign the Master Sheet. Only 1 invoice will be issued. If you do not sign, you will not be paid.

12.4 Request for Payment forms must be to Paul by 5th of the next month or payment queries will not be accepted.

12.5 The Constitution states what fines will apply. All Referees will be fined as per the Constitution.

12.6 Once again, fill in your butts correctly

13.
Ordinary Members

13.1
Shane has recruited several new referees, including a full Class 1.
14
GDSFA General Meetings – 25th February 2004

14.1
SGM - Called to consider a range of amendments to Constitution and Bylaws.  Summary of key decisions:

· Approved:
Applications for affiliation by new clubs at AGM or SGM

· Rejected:
Remove right of appeal against MC decisions in specified circumstances

· Approved:
Allow independent person to chair appeal meetings (in lieu of mandatory by MC representative). Excludes anybody from an affiliated body).

· Approved:
Various changes related to handling of wash-out games and rounds

· Rejected:
Change final series to 2 weeks, S/F= 1v4 & 2v3; GF = winners

· Approved:
Additional of independent Grading Review Committee

· Approved:
Appeals re grading decisions within 72 hours (in lieu of 7 days)

14.2
GM - Summary of key issues:

· Approved: 
Play Rnd 2 on Sat 17th April (middle of Easter holidays)

· Rejected:
Play a round on Sat 10th July (middle of July school holidays)

· Rejected:
Play Cottam/Thistle on Sundays commencing in May, abandon President’s Cup (proposed due to problems with Soccer NSW requirements for night games having minimum lighting requirements of 100lux). MC to now investigate means of playing at night on limited grounds that meet requirements.

· Comp. Secretary to now advise of competition schedule ASAP.

· Coach/managers: ID card holders to be worn around neck. Not visible = behind ropes

· Norwest accepted as new affiliated club. 

· Strip is white with red/blue trim. 

· Ages = U6, U8, U9, Sen/1, 35/1

· Lidcombe Eagles accepted as new invitation club:

· Strip is Black with red/blue trim

· Ages = U9, U12, U14, Sen

· Girls: U12/U14/U16/U18 girls competitions to be played on Sundays (with 3 x Ladies)

· U18 girls = 7-a-side on full field

· Will allow 3 limited over-age players in each age group

· Law Changes:

· Advised seeking clarification re offside law and players equipment. Advice/circular will be distributed to all clubs via G&DSFA. 

· Advised re definition of ‘sports spectacles’ that this is a G&DSFA decision and referees will allow players with glasses to participate subject to meeting G&DSFA Bylaw requirements (i.e. id card suitably endorsed).

· Clubs welcome to request senior referee to attend a meeting to explain

· Roo-Ball: Clubs welcome to request Roo-Ball course at their premises. Alternatively, G&DSFA to advise dates/venues for group courses

· G&DSRA Payments: Bylaws changes as proposed (i.e. 50% upfront payment, etc) approved.  Under G&DSFA Bylaws (Player's Equipment), player can wear glasses but ID card must be suitably endorsed by G&DSFA on the back of the ID card.
General Business

14.1
Presentations-
Allan Downton

15 year Service 





Anthony Farfus

Certificate





Barry Fairley

Certificate





Brett Hunt

Class 4





Michelle Allen

Class 3





Andre Imielski

GDSRA Badge





Ben Morrow

GDSRA Badge

Meeting Closed 9.45PM - Next Meeting will be 1st April.
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