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1908 - 2008

GRANVILLE DISTRICT SOCCER REFEREES ASSOCIATION Inc.

Association No: Y1061210

Minutes of General Meeting
No: 05/2009
Venue: Merrylands Bowling Club

Date: 11th June 2009 commencing at approximately 7:30pm

1. Attendance and Apologies: As per sheet.
2. Branch Coach
2.1 Well some games missed by wet weather. We are getting as many badge inspections done as possible, with Deniz getting assessors appointed to the games. The appointments people have problems getting referees onto appropriate games due to their playing or coaching commitments. If you have a bye, tell the appointments people early so that they can appoint you to a suitable game, or try and arrange a day off with your coach, so that you can be inspected, and ensure that you tell appointments people that you are doing this, so that the opportunity is not lost.

2.2 If you are cutting games short for any reason, let both coaches know, to minimize complaints. Let them know before the game starts, or before you start the second half. This may take some juggling if time is lost in the first half, and remember that there is no added time on games except the last game of the day. The next game must start on time.

2.3 Referees please tell your assistants what you want them to do, before the game starts. Especially the new assistants. There have been a number of coaches complaining about cooperation between our referees and assistants. Remember, that you are a team.

2.4 There are quite a few evaluation forms coming in that state the senior referee is not using the AR’s.

2.5 Is there a list of Assessors available? Will be forwarded
3.
E&ESC
3.1
Purchased 4 2009 Law Charts for GDSFA Judiciary as well as the DVE. GDSRA to cover costs.

3.2
Thursday’s Education segment will cover positioning, Referees and their connection with AR’s

3.3
Once you have 4 or more players in a melee you will abandon the game. Not an option a directive.

3.4
If you have people running on in a violent manner you will abandon the match

3.5
If a match official is assaulted you will abandon the match

3.6
If P/L reserve grade is abandoned, does not turn up on time or for any other reason the 1st grade game is not played.

3.7
You have no choice in points 3.3 to 3.6. This is GDSFA directive and by laws. You must advise Joe and send in an Incident Report.

3.8
Assistant Referees are just that, Assistant Referees. 

Add from John’s presentation.

3.10
GDSRA Badges presented to:
David Cleary, Cameron Whittle
4
Webmaster

4.1
To assist in learning the laws of the game a new item has been added to the website.  Called "Laws of the Game Review" it will test members' knowledge and can be found by using the drop down menu under "Laws" and clicking on "Laws of the Game Review".   A good learning resource, the FIFA Interactive Guide to Law 11 (Offside) has been added to the website.  This excellent resource can be found under the "Laws" drop down menu, sub menu "Law Questions" and clicking on "FIFA Interactive Guide to Law 11".
4.2
The links page has been updated to include two new links "FourFourTwo - The Ultimate Football Website" and "English Football - League Football England."  One existing link has been updated to its new location - "The Watch and the Whistle (for inspiring referees)".  To view the new links you can go to the drop down menu bar and click on "Links" then click on "Links to External Sites" 

4.3 The Laws of the Game section of the website has been updated to incorporate the 2009 changes and the adding of the Interpretation of the Laws of the Game and Guidelines for Referees which was added to the 2009 LOTG.  The Laws of the Game update can be found under the "Laws" drop down menu, sub menu "Laws of the Game".  Of special interest is the "Interpretation of the Laws of the Game and Guidelines for Referees" section which follows the "Fourth Official" section.

4.4 The 2009 Granville Team Sheet has been updated and placed on our website.  Access to this can be found under the "Members Information" drop down menu and then the sub menu "Referees Documents" followed by the sub sub menu "Referee Reports" and then clicking on the appropriate Word Document symbol.  A little bit more increase in the forum’s use but still not as good as it should be.  The occasional item from time to time is happening.  It is disappointing that more people aren’t using this resource.

4.5 Average Statistics for May 2009 appear to be up however, as the website was down for a period in April and we lost all data this is an educated guess.  I can state that there is more use by our overseas visitors of our website resource than there is in Australia.  The statistics are as follows:
· Average hits per hour – 156 - Average hits per day – 3,748 - Average files per day – 2,843 - Average pages per day – 454 - Average visits per day – 133 - Average Kbytes per day – 101,563 - Total hits for May 2009 are as follows:

4.6
Total hits – 116,197 - Total files – 88,142 - Total pages – 14,097 - Total visits – 4,152 - Total Kbytes – 3,148,440

4.7
“Laws of the Game 2008-2009” was the most visited page followed by” Referee’s Fitness Guide”, “Committee, 2009 Handbook”, “Referee Reports”, “Ground Locations”, “Online Appointments Instructions”, “Updates”, “Online Shop”, “Law Guide”, Web Games”, “Law Questions”, “Privacy Policy”, Terms and Conditions of Website Use” “Photo Gallery”, “Referee Grading”, and 2009 Membership Form”.

4.8
Countries Visiting Our Site (Traffic) in May, 2009 are as follows:

· Australia 48.59% down 7% on March - Ireland 30.07% - Great Britain (UK) 14.21% - Russia 1.81% - United States 1.10% - South Africa 1.00% - China 0.83% - Denmark 0.64% - Norway 0.36% - Canada 0.24% - Romania 0.21% - Netherlands 0.12% - Germany 0.10% - Sweden 0.09% - Greece 0.10% - Taiwan 0.07% Spain 0.07% - New Zealand – 0.06% - Austria – 0.05% - Mauritius - 0.05% - Portugal – 0.05% - Singapore – 0.04% - Finland – 0.04% - Turkey – 0.03% - Macedonia – 0.02% - Italy – 0.02% - France – 0.02% - Poland – 0.02% - Morocco – 0.01%  Once again there are some new countries using our website as a resource and it is sad to see that the numbers for Australia are down 7% for the month from March.  Irish use is again excellent and the UK visits to our website are steady.  Even Greece has dramatically increased its use of our resource which should please Jim
5. 
Referees Administration Group – 2nd June 2009
5.1 Raised the Log Book issue again.

5.2 PYL assessment reports raised. Referees have been asked to forward to their Branch Coach.

5.3 C1 & C2 sample forms for State & National Inspectors. Ian to email RAG Report

5.4 The Chairman refused to amend the RAG minutes to include his promises that all branches would be consulted in writing prior to allocation of funds and of a time scale within 2010, on the grounds that ‘it is not relevant to the RAG meeting’. I objected on the grounds that it is extremely relevant but the minutes will not be changed.

5.5 FFA ‘Referee Development Programme’ Log Book: I pointed out that this subject was also discussed in some detail at the May meeting and this subject does not appear in the RAG minutes. I again asked for guidance about the amount of detail that is necessary because there is confusion. Richard Lorenc told the meeting that the log book should provide ‘a general précis, a résumé’ and it is not necessary to complete a line for each match. This is contrary to the information that was supplied at the State Technical Committee. 

5.6 Concern was again expressed about the late payment of fees to referees participating in the Police Tournament. Some referees were not paid for three months.

5.7 Selection for State Titles: branches were advised by the Chair and by Richard Lorenc that they should not just select PYL referees but give an opportunity to new ‘up and coming’ young referees.

5.8 New RAG forms: Anthony Johnstone distributed new RAG forms: ‘Regrading Branch Information’, Regrading Application Form’, & ‘Referee’s Assessment Form’. Copies are attached.

5.9 Inspection/Assessment Reports on Premier Youth League: I requested that copies of all PYL assessments should be given to branches so that they are able to monitor the development and progress of members. Richard Lorenc replied that this subject had already been raised with him earlier today and he will now ensure that in future branch secretaries are sent copies of all assessments. He said that he had a record that 220 assessments had been carried out in PYL this season and referees have been given copies but not branches. I then asked if copies of these 220 reports could be sent to branches (in addition to reports in future) and he said yes. 

5.10 Assault on referee in Highlands Football Association: concern was expressed by the Highlands representative because a player accused of an assault on a referee was represented at judiciary by legal council. The association has heard unofficially that this issue will now be heard by a ‘FNSW General Purposes Tribunal’ (GPT) and that the accused player will again have legal council. The Highlands rep asked if the referees should be supplied with legal council. The chair advised that the GPT chairman is qualified to practice law and he will look after the interests of the referees concerned.

5.11 Next RAG meeting Tuesday 7th July 2009 at Valentine Park
6
GDSFA Judiciary

6.1
FFA numbers are to be included on Send off reports.
7
G&DSFA General Meeting – 27th May 2009
7.1
Explained basic priority re appointments re seniors, as directed by G&DFSA, being: 

· P/L 

· Sen/1,21/1, 

· Sen/2, 35/1, 18/1 

7.2
After that many factors taken into account, such as: 

· Referee experience/standing 

· 1:00 & 3:00pm games (as against stand-alone games) 

· Juniors available to run lines at grounds in afternoon 

· Competition standings 

· Availability of some referees in afternoon, due to work, playing or coach or management commitments, etc 

· For juniors, consideration given to playing location and time, as well as local area 

7.3
To be investigated: 

· Toongabbie complained their Sen2 & Sen/1 play back to back at home, but they have only had refs in 2 of 5 weeks 

· Wenty said they have lots of morning refs, but rarely a PM referee this year 

· Norwest quoted many figures and percentages (details not distributed) and were very vocal in their condemnation of GDSRA for failing to supply referees. Also said GDSRA were obviously biased to smaller clubs. Claimed their Sen/? and Sen/1 had only had ref for 3 of 5 games, and none for their 2 junior teams. 

· Norwest advised the meeting they were going to advertise and employ their own referee to cover their home games and will then directly bill the opposition club for 50% of the fee; thus they now longer required GDSRA to appoint refs to their ground. 

7.4
At the end of this 'interesting' discussion, I confirmed with the meeting we would no longer be supplying referees to Francesco Res, which would actually means an increased coverage at other fields
8.
Liaison Officer

8.1
Nil.
9.
Equipment Officer

9.1
Gear delivered to the candidates of the last course. Some members have not received theirs but they were asked to make arrangements to pick up
10.
Minutes of Previous General Meeting 04/2009 of 14th May 2009
· Moved: Amanda Davis         Seconded:  Peter Wilson Mosey
10.1
Matters Arising: Nil
11.
Ordinary Members

11.1
Nil.
12.
Secretary

12.1
MC has decided the role of Chairman of the E&ESC will be filled and nominations will be called and resolved at the July General Meeting
13.
Treasurer

13.1
To deliver a verbal presentation.
14
Member Protection Officer

14.1
Incidents have occurred and reported to MPO for GDSFA and Football NSW, waiting response.
15.
Incidents

15.1
Sen/1 Greystanes on 2nd May 2009, abuse against a junior Match Official (AR).  Sent to GDSFA and Football NSW seeking advice if this is an MPO matter and what action needs to be taken.

15.2
U16 Super Youth League involving Schofields on 3rd May. Sent to Football NSW.

15.3
O35/2 – Game abandoned and Referee threatened
16.
General Business

16.1
Alcohol is not permitted in the room whilst the meeting is in progress.
16.2
Philip Thomas – Feedback from Referees on their AR’s is helpful.

16.3
John Gates – 7.3 & 7.4 – is we happy about this? We are in consultation with both them & Granville to try and solve the issue. Norwest have put an ad in the local paper for suitably qualified persons.

16.4
Philip Thomas – Directive that we must cover P/League and Snr 1’s. This will be shared around.

16.5
Raffle drawn              Jessica Davis, Joe Rovella.
Meeting Closed   9.08 pm    Next General Meeting 9th July 2009
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