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GRANVILLE DISTRICT SOCCER REFEREES ASSOCIATION Inc.

Formed in 1908 
Association No: Y1061210

Minutes of General Committee Meeting No: 04/2007

Venue: Merrylands Bowling Club - Date: 10th May2007 commencing at approximately 7:30pm

1. Attendance & Apologies: As per attendance sheet.

· Presentation by Kristian Griffiths-Jones on his Exchange Visit to Italy.

2. Branch Coach

2.1 Well the competition is at last under way.

2.2 Good to see you running well and having tidy uniforms.

2.3 We are not the English Premier League, so will you ask the players of the side kicking off, to stand in their half of the field, at the kick off. I have seen players over 1 metre in the opponents half at the kick off.

2.4 The assistants that I have seen so far this year are doing a good job. One young lady, who started only this year, moves along the line like an experienced assistant. This was good to see.

2.5 We are getting inspections done as quickly as possible, and there are a number of badges to give out this month, as well as some upgrades.

2.6 I must thank those assessors who are helping us out.
2.7 250 evaluations received. Several new members are doing very well.
2.8 Discussions on assessment of referees and what marks should reflect

2.9 At district level we need to have a full running sheet for education purposes. Running sheets should be used for coaching.

2.10 John Kemp has modified all sheets to read “Assessor’s”. New sheets are available on the website

2.11 If a referee does not pass an assessment he will only be given a running sheet. No Assessment report will be handed to the Referee.
3
E&ESC

3.1 2nd new candidate’s course started on Mon 23 April at Auburn. We currently have 30 attending (20 juniors, 2 seniors, and 2 from other districts) who all intend to join and referee.

3.2 Class 1 & 2 upgrade course commenced on Tue 01 May at Merrylands. 13 are doing the Class 2 course and 5 the refresher course before attending the NSW C1 lectures/exam at the end of May.

3.3 3rd (and final) seminar to be held at Merrylands on Wed 9 May commencing at 7:00pm.

3.4 5th (and final) fitness test was held on Fri 20 April at Daniel St.

3.5 Now that the competition draw has ‘settled down’, Phil Thomas is working closely with Ian to arrange inspections/assessments for badging and upgrades.
· Juniors retire to their Session

4.
Minutes of Previous Meeting – No 03/2007 on 12th April 2007

· Moved:



Seconded: 

4.1
Matters arising:

5.
Webmaster

5.1
The links page has been updated to include two new links "Fry Club Junior FC - Law Misconceptions" and "Wenty Waratahs Soccer Club".  To view the new links you can go to the drop down menu bar and click on "Links" then click on "Links to External Sites".

5.2
The Online Shop has been updated to include the facility to purchase the new GDSRA Polo Shirt in both men’s (Small to XXL) and women’s (10-18) sizes directly from our friendly Equipment Officer. You can access the Online Shop via the main page by clicking on the button in the middle of the page or via the main drop down menu system.  That is "Members Information" then the sub menu "Referees' Online Shop" then one of three sub sub menus: "Referees' Equipment", "Online Order Form" and "Terms and Condition of Sale".  As before once an order is placed you get an acknowledgement that your order has been transmitted.

5.3
The forms and reports for inspections of GDSRA Referees have been updated and replaced on the website.  There are also running sheets and coaching sheets also for all inspectors/assessors to utilise.  Access can be found under the "Members Information" drop down menu and then the sub menu "Referees Documents" followed by the sub sub menu "Referee Reports" and then clicking on the appropriate Word Document symbol.  Alternatively all reports are located under the "GDSRA & History" drop down menu and then the sub menu "Administration" followed by the sub sub menu "Inspection Documents".

5.4 The Soccer NSW Send Off Report has been updated in line with the new codes which match the seven codes as stated in the Laws of the Game.  Access can be found under the "Members Information" drop down menu and then the sub menu "Referees Documents" followed by the sub sub menu "Referee Reports" and then clicking on the appropriate Word Document symbol.

5.5 The forum has had very little use this month.  How do people find the chat room; is it something that people will use? There is a little “chat” icon at the top of the forum menu bar.  Clicking on this will take you to the chat room.  To log on just type in any username you wish to be known by.  Please note that being a java driven applet it does not like high security devices such as firewalls.  So if it does not work try lowering the protection or turn off your firewall.  As only a few regulars use the forum and it would appear that most people are more interested in other good forums such as “AusRef”, “Corsham Referees” and the “UK FA Referees Discussion” site I am finding harder and harder to justify keeping it running and spend time moderating it.  I repeat do members wish the facility to remain?  Would it cause any dramas if I remove it?  Will a chat room facility be used?  It is good to see that the personal attacks in the forum have stopped.  This type of behaviour is unacceptable and will not be tolerated.

5.6 Average Statistics for April 2007 are up considerably from the last month.  The statistics are as follows:

· Average hits per hour – 227; Average hits per day – 5,385; Average files per day – 3,345; Average pages per day – 357; Average visits per day – 193; Average Kbytes per day – 88,297;

5.7 Total hits for April 2007 are as follows:

· Total hits – 156,167; Total files – 97,063; Total pages – 10,079; Total visits – 5,537; Total Kbytes – 2,500,177.

5.8 “Online Appointments” (including Setup Instructions) is the most used page, followed by “Handbook”, Ground Locations, “Online Shop”, “Law Changes 2007”, “Referees News” “Fitness Tests”, “Site Map”, “Web Games”, Referee Reports” and then “Links”.

5.9 Countries Visiting Our Site (Traffic) in April 2007 are as follows:

· Australia – 72.14%; Ireland – 16.79%; United States – 7.79%; Great Britain (UK) – 1.74%; Hong Kong – 0.28%; France – 0.24%; New Zealand – 0.221%; Sweden – 0.15%; Germany – 0.06%; Argentina – 0.06%; Pakistan – 0.05%; Canada – 0.05%; China – 0.04%; Finland – 0.04%; Japan – 0.04%; Romania – 0.04%; Iran – 0.03%; Turkey – 0.03%; Singapore – 0.03%; Norway – 0.02%; India – 0.02%; South Africa – 0.02%; Greece – 0.02%; Jamaica – 0.01%; Mauritius – 0.01%; Spain – 0.01%; Bulgaria – 0.01%; Belgium – 0.01%; Finland – 0.01%.  Once again there are some new countries using our website as a resource but the numbers are a little down this month for Australia.  Good to see that Greece is back using our website.  It’s a pity Jim doesn’t have a computer to check our site out as well.

6.
NSWSRI – 1st May 2007
6.1 .

7.
GDSFA Judiciary

7.1
Nil

8.
GDSFA General Meetings – 2nd May 2007

8.1 4 x Sports Rage sessions are being organise for late May, probably 2 in south and 2 in north on either Monday or Friday nights. These will be open to anybody at no cost. Final details will be sent to all secretaries.
8.2 COMPMAN (competition draw software): - Are still identifying issues, and will probably be 2008 before all issues are fully resolved.  Draft R6 draw ready – planning to get draw for R7 – R18 finalised in the next few weeks.  Still a major problem with clubs wanting to change game times to suit themselves (ie a 13/2 playing at home at 1:00pm.) Still some minor problems with ID cards (ie Holroyd 15/4 show 15/3) All players should have id cards for this weekend.
8.3 New G&DSFA website to be launched, probably this Friday. Will allow clubs to setup and mange their own web-pages or link to their existing web sites. Web site will be hosted by COMPMAN. It will take a few weeks before the site will have the draw and results tables up.
8.4 Lengthy discussion re Roo-Ball regrades. Meeting resolved to regrade all Roo-Ball ages into divisions, based on their 2007 game results, to better balance games. To be implemented from Round 9
8.5 Women’s: - Presidents Cup to commence on Wed 16th May (9-10 teams) then every 2nd Wed. 2 new K/Os for U13G & U15G to commence on Wed 23rd May, thence every 2nd week Next Ladies meeting on 21 May, 7:00pm, Max Ruddock
8.6 Cottam/Thistle – will call for nominations shortly
8.7 GDSRA Report: - Advised re Class 1/2 upgrade course and new candidates courses Noted that we are getting evaluation forms returned, but asked clubs to ensure the coach & managers knew what to do with them – return them to their clubs, not give them to referee or just throw them away Reminded that we were available for Roo-Ball course, and also to attend club meetings to present or discuss laws, especially for senior teams. Offered to present some of the referee training material at an upcoming GM so clubs could see what we are doing – to be arranged with Michael Briggs.

8.8 In response to a query re what the referees’ association was going to do with all of the extra money raised from the increased fees, Jeff McGeorge & I advised priority is to ensure we had sufficient reserves to be able to pay referees on time, and then the major focus will be on recruitment and training. Matters being considered (but not all are finalized as yet) are: - 
· We have been putting new refs on lines on junior games (up to U14) to gain experience and confidence, and clubs will not be billed

· We now need to purchase training material from FFA for all courses

· Looking to purchasing additional training material directly from UK & US

· Purchase of E&ESC laptop (current one is marginal) 

· We are considering supply of all referees a current copy of the Law Book as part of their membership fee, and to also reduce membership fees, which are a concern for many juniors

· Pay a nominal fee for inspection/assessment reports, to encourage more senior or retired referees to get involved with referee training

8.9 Match Kick-Off Times - Put forward a recommendation that all match kick-off times (except 3:00pm) be moved forward to 8:30, 9:30, 10:30,11:45, 1:00. Explained problems with current times, games running late and issues with the U15-U18 games at 11:55. Passed unanimously (changes to commence from Rnd 7) Michael Briggs then very strongly reminded clubs that kick-off times are just that – kick-offs times. They are not the time for teams to start to wander onto the field etc. Also requested that referees be more official in calling the teams onto the field 5 minutes beforehand so that game can actually start on time.
8.10 Asked for a clear policy re teams not turning up or not ready to take the field at the designated kick-off time. A number of clubs thought there was provision for a 10 minute grace period. Michael explained the By-Laws made no such provision. Jeff & I explained that we ask referees to use some common-sense (maybe go for a 5 minute walk to the toilet), however the meeting agreed common-sense is not a prevalent commodity in the soccer community generally. Proposal to include a 10 minute grace period (and reduce game time accordingly) was resoundingly defeated. Thus there is no formal grace period from nominated kick-off times allowed.
9.
Liaison Officer

9.1
.
10.
Equipment Officer

10.1
Polo shirts will be available at the May General Meeting as well as items that have been ordered through the On-Line Shop
11.
Appointments

12.
Ordinary Members

12.1

13.
Secretary

13.1 MC has agreed on a policy "That a members who has not obtained 18 years of age, is limited to being appointed as a referee to U18 games on Men’s & U19 for Ladies."
13.2 Please ensure that all players/coaches/managers have ID cards for the upcoming weekend.  Should Players not have ID cards they will not be permitted to play Coaches/Managers who do not display their 2007 ID will not be permitted to remain inside the roped off area
14.
Treasurer

14.1
List of debtors at 17/4/07.  Auburn have paid $1500 since this date

	NAME
	Due

	Auburn District Junior Soccer Football Club Inc
	$1,453.37

	Baulkham Hills Sporting Club Ltd - Soccer Division
	$102.04

	Beaumont Hills
	$126.74

	Castle Hill RSL Soccer Club Inc
	$294.23

	Castle Hill United
	$160.35

	Dundas United Recreation Club
	$83.00

	Granville & Districts Soccer Football Association
	$72.00

	Granville Kewpies Soccer Club
	$38.08

	Greystanes Soccer Club Inc
	$108.29

	Guildford County Soccer & Rec. Club
	$88.95

	Holroyd Rangers Soccer Club Inc
	$138.93

	Kellyville Soccer Club Inc
	$123.46

	Lidcombe Falcons Football Club
	$361.75

	Marayong (BDSFA)
	$50.87

	Merrylands Soccer Football Club Inc
	$114.84

	North Rocks Soccer Club Inc
	$268.39

	Norwest Demons Football Club
	$1,349.80

	Parramatta City Sport
	$38.08

	Pendle Hill Junior Soccer Club
	$558.84

	Soccer New South Wales Limited
	$144.00

	St Josephs Soccer Club
	$127.03

	Toongabbie & District Junior Soccer Club Inc.
	$25.29

	Wenty Waratah Sports & Social Club Inc  - Soccer
	$375.23

	Winston Hills Soccer & Sports Club Ltd
	$295.12

	Total:
	$6,498.68

	Receivables Account:
	$6,498.68


15.
Assistant Secretary

15.1 Nil.

16.
General Business

16.1

Raffle drawn - Winners:

Meeting Closed 21.30 PM 

Next meeting 14th June 2007
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