
[image: image1.png]SOCCER REFEREES
RSSOC.




1908 - 2008

GRANVILLE DISTRICT SOCCER REFEREES ASSOCIATION Inc.

Association No: Y1061210

Minutes of General Meeting
No: 05/2008
Venue: Merrylands Bowling Club

Date: 10th July 2008 commencing at approximately 7:30pm

1. Attendance & Apologies: As per attendance sheet.

2. Welcome to Simon Ford new representative of GDSFA
3 Branch Coach

3.1 More than half way through. Some games missed through wet weather, but overall a great effort.

3.2 Watching games this month, I have noted that the referee who is slow to signal direction for throw ins, seem to have more dissention than the referee who signals throw in direction quickly.

3.3 If a player looks, and you have your arm up for direction, there is no point in them arguing with you, as you have made a decision. Drop your arm, as soon as the players know whose throw in it is. Otherwise your arm will get tired by the end of the day.

3.4 Also some referees are not following instructions on arm up for offside, and other indirect free kicks. Put your arm up as soon as you can, to indicate that this is an indirect free kick. Keep it there, until the ball is touched or played by a second player, or the ball goes out of play. Also move into position to near where you think the ball will land. Do NOT stand and ensure that the ball is on the correct blade of grass. This will save you needing to sprint into position when the ball is kicked.

3.5 Evaluation sheets are still not being received in great quantities. I can weed out the ones who lost the game. Most are good to very good. Ladies are still complaining about referees being too lenient on the girls, and not penalizing for offences, especially hand balls and pushing.

4 Webmaster

4.1 FIFA has just released the 2008-2009 Laws of the Game and these have been added to the website.  The 2008-2009 Laws of the game can be found under the "Laws" drop down menu, sub menu "Laws of the Game" and then click on the PDF symbol at the bottom of the page for the 2008-2009 Laws of the Game or under the sub menu "Law Questions", then the sub sub menu "FIFA Laws of the Game 2008-2009".  Note: You will need an Adobe Reader loaded on your computer as these files are in PDF format.

4.2 Football NSW has issued a circular regarding "The Treatment of Injured Players" issued by the State Referees Coach, Steve Fenech, and this has been added to the website under the "Referees' Documents" link.  To view this go to the "Members' Information" drop down menu, sub menu "Referees' Documents" and then click on sub sub menu "Referees' Circulars.

4.3 Some minor modifications have been made to the GDSRA Constitution and By-Laws which have been added to the website.  The Constitution and By-Laws can be found under the drop down menu bar heading "Members' Information" sub menu "Referees Documents"  sub sub menu "Referees Reports" and then clicking on "Referees' Reports" and the Word Symbol next to "GDSRA Constitution Document".

4.4 The Football Association at their May General Meeting issued a set of instructions to be followed by clubs and to be enforced by referees.   This has been added to the website and has been included as an announcement in the forum.  To view this go to "Members Information" on the drop down menu bar and then click on the sub menu "Referees Documents" followed by sub sub menu "Other Documents and Articles"; then click on the Word symbol.  A button to go directly there has been placed on the home page too. 

4.5 The forum is still very quiet and slow which is very disappointing to know that very few people are using it.  It would be nice if more members used this facility.  Is the resource a waste of time?  Do you want it removed?  

4.6 Average Statistics for June 2008 are down on May which again is disappointing considering our season is in full swing excluding washouts.  The statistics are as follows: Average hits per hour – 121; Average hits per day – 2,916; Average files per day – 2,114; Average pages per day – 322; Average visits per day – 178; Average Kbytes per day – 88,627; Total hits for June 2008 are as follows: Total hits – 874,505; Total files – 63,439; Total pages – 9,689; Total visits – 5,356; Total Kbytes – 2,600,037

4.7 “Ground Locations” was the most visited page, followed by “Online Shop”, “Sidelines”, “Updates”, “Links”, “History”, “committee”, “2008 Handbook”, “Referee Reports”, Site Map”, “Online Shop”, “Law Questions”, “Next Course”, “Laws of the Game 2007”, “Online Appointments”, Referee Documents” and 2008 Membership Form”.

4.8 Countries Visiting Our Site (Traffic) in June, 2008 are as follows: Australia – 57.37%; Ireland – 24.68%; United States – 13.50%; Great Britain (UK) – 2.07%; Canada – 0.26%; France – 0.23%; Netherlands – 0.22%; Germany – 0.19%; Saudi Arabia – 0.16%; Japan – 0.14%; Sweden – 0.12%; India – 0.09%; Finland – 0.09%; Denmark – 0.07%; Hong Kong – 0.07%; Portugal – 0.06%; Poland – 0.06%%; Italy – 0.06%; Spain – 0.06%; New Zealand – 0.05%; Singapore – 0.05%; Luxembourg – 0.04%; Bulgaria – 0.04%; Norway – 0.04%; Slovak Republic – 0.04%; Austria – 0.04%; China – 0.03%; Mexico – 0.03%; United Arab Emirates – 0.03%; South Africa – 0.02%

4.9 A disappointing usage by Australia at only 57.37% and as always Paddy and his Irish Referees are certainly using our resource very well (24.68%).  It looks like our Greek visitors have left use – must be because they didn’t win Euro 2008.  I would hope that the sites usage increases in Australia especially with our own members.

4.10  Nice to see that our President, Mr Jeff McGeorge is on the mend and getting out and about watching games and our members performing their duties.

5. NSWSRI – 1st July 2008
5.1
Terms of reference for the Referees Administration Group have been agreed between FNSW and NSWSRI.
6. GDSFA Judiciary

6.1.1 Reports are coming in pretty goo. Some have needed assistance. Please make sure that you contat Elliott, Joe or        Mitchell if you have a problem writing your report.
6.1.2 GDSFA meeting a week ago it was agreed that the Referee’s report was factual. Mr Briggs has not spoken to Judiciary as agreed. JR to follow up

7. GDSFA General Meeting – 25th June 2008
7.1 Rnd 4 & Rnd 10 - not to be replayed

7.2 O35/2 only: Rnd 4 & Rnd 10 to be played instead of scheduled Rnd 16 & Rnd 17. Games will be slotted in as fields are available  O35/2: S/F format (Kellyville proposal) - deferred to July GM

7.3 Possibility of re-scheduling some Rnd 11 or Rnd 12 catch-up games on Sat 12 July if can't be played beforehand.

7.4 Mentioned option of running Cottam Cup on weekend of 12-13 July - little enthusiasm shown by clubs.

7.5 Bylaw changes: Proposal by G/Wtah (to include omitted paras re zero tolerance, etc) approved. GDSFA proposed changes were generally covered by this first change. Allows GDSFA to suspend teams for multiple rounds and covers team officials and supporters.

7.6 Presented & talked to GDSRA summary sheet (copy attached). I believe it was well received. Clubs to highlight to teams the need to complete evaluation sheets. Many complaints that referees do not hand out or (worse) refuse to provide even when asked.

7.7 MSFC (Poppy) raised issues re refereeing of ladies games and inconsistencies (surprise!!!). This provided opportunity to talk about handball and also how a ref should use commonsense to apply the laws differently between "9/s & U12G compared to PL or Lad/1". All clubs seemed to agree with me.

7.8 MSFC (Poppy) expressed concern re extensive delays in publishing minutes and MC decisions such that the 7 day time-limit for appeal has usually elapsed before clubs are made aware. Lots of discussion, outcome not clear.

8.
Liaison Officer

8.1
Tickets available soon for the Centenary Dinner in September.
8.2
Everything moving forward for the dinner.

8.3
Vacancy on the committee. Please feel free to nominate

9.
Equipment Officer

9.1
Nil
10
Football NSW

10.1
Nil
Management Committee Reports

11.
Minutes of Previous Meeting 04/2008 of 12th June 2008 - Moved:Monique Welch Seconded: Nicholas Backo
Matters Arising:

11.1
Nil
12Appointments

12.1
The following teams are not receiving Match Officials due to their treatment of our members: Toongabbie 18/2 Castle Hill RSL AAM/3 PCYC U21/1 PCYC AAL/3 Auburn Blk AAM/1, under no circumstances are any members to officiate on their games, unless appointed to the game by a member of the ASC.

12.2
There is a stand alone game that needs a referee

12.3
Out of district game that needs a Referee and an AR. Both must be of a high standard.
13
E&ESC
13.1
Junior meeting tonight.Monies have been paid for games verified. 

13.2
Jim Nicolaou has reports for you tonight.

14.
Ordinary Members

14.1
19th June, AAM/1 Auburn Blk has been added to the not supplied list, for at least two weeks.
15.
Secretary

15.1
Reminder of processes which apply to GDSFA Team Sheet.
15.2
A practice is being adopted by interchange teams. It would be a good practice to monitor this. It is your role to police it. There are 5 subs named on the team sheet. These are the only ones allowed on the field as interchange

15.3
A reminder you need to attend 3 meetings to be considered for honour games. Criteria must be completed to be first considered for honour games
16.
Treasurer

16.1
Monies have been paid where blue slips have been verified. 
16.2
Forfeits. If you turn up at a game and no one  is there send the information to James. You will be paid
19.
Assistant Secretary

19.1
Nil.
20
Child Protection Officer

20.1
All renewing members required to complete attachments 4 and 5.
21.
Incidents

21.1
Record maintained by Secretary and presented at each Management Committee meeting.

22.
General Business

22.1
Clast 2T  Manda Davis

GDSRA badges awarded to:


Emma Blackett


Claudio Cinelli


Paul Cleary


Gregory Sheath


Mitchell Cassidy

22.2
John Kemp – meeting with the juniors regarding the best way to handle issues at grounds. GDSFA are not prepared to enforce their By Laws until next year. Many of the seniors are involved with clubs. We ask you to introduce yourselves to our juniors if they are at your ground so that they have an option for help if they need it.

22.3.1 John Levvell
 Hadjuk stadium  with Y/L. A gentleman from South West Sydney approached John to commend our referee’s on the job well done.

22.4
John Kemp- 
Over the last 3 weeks JR & JK have been working with GSDFA. We have made progess. GDSFA will now accept our nreports on face value. The process isn’t complete in JK’s opinion but we are making progress.

22.5
Steve
How does the situation arrive where we withdraw referees from games

22.6
JMcG
We are not trying to penalise teams where there is a one on one incident.  It is based on players, officials and their spectators behaviour toward our officials. We are looking at a team behaviour. GDSFA are not doing sufficient to stop this.

22.7
 A player abused a referee but the team took care of it. That is what we are looking for. 

22.8
If a coach abuses a junior then we, as GDSRA, have a problem with this team.

22.9
John Simmons
What happens if these teams make the finals series?

We made a determination that we would start as we have done. We have not said at all that we will abandon that policy during the Finals series. If it is necessary we will still adopt the same attitude. “Referees not supplied”

22.10 You must block yourselves when you know you are busy.

22.11 JMcG
I would like to thank the MC for their assistance during my absence.

22.12 JR
When a member has a difficult game . If you get the same player coming up to you time and time again to question your decisions, it is a caution. If they do it again it is another caution. Get rid of them, you will enjoy your game a lot more and so will the referee next week as you have taught this  player a lesson. Do it for yourself and also the referee that has this team next week. Look at the information you have been given on man management and understand that we are coming up to the crunch end of the season. 
22.13 CY
If you signal your throw ins immediately you will not have a problem. Get your arm up quickly and there will be no problem. I have evaluations  with me if you want them.

22.14 Raffle drawn
Andrew Crowe, Nick Backo

22.15 There is a new uniform coming out. Each State has a Standing Committee and they all need to agree on the new uniform.No one knows at present what the new uniform will be. All branches and suppliers will be told when the decision is made. The earliest you can get the uniform as early as next year. It will become compulsory probably 2010. A National decision will be made.
Meeting Closed 8:40PM     Next and Last GM  14th August 2008
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