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GRANVILLE DISTRICT SOCCER REFEREES ASSOCIATION Inc.

Formed in 1908
Association No: Y1061210

Minutes of General Meeting
No: 07/2006

Venue: Merrylands Bowling Club

Date: 10th August 2006 commencing at approximately 7:30pm

1. Attendance & Apologies: As per record sheet.

2. Branch Coach

2.1
Nil
3. Minutes of Previous Meeting – No 06/2006 on 13th July 2006

· Moved:
 Ian Welch


Seconded: John Bennett

4. Webmaster

4.1 Eight articles sourced by John Kemp from http://www.mcra-mi.org/articles.htm  are now online.  These are excellent articles and give good advice to all referees.  Please take the time to read them as I am sure you will find them worthwhile.   These articles are located under the "Members' Information" drop down menu, sub menu "Referee's Documents" and sub sub menu "Other Documents & Articles".  To go directly there now click on the following Internet Explorer symbol: 

4.2 The FIFA 2006 Laws of the game and FIFA Q & A 2006 have been added to the website.  These can be found under the "Laws" drop down menu, sub menu "Laws of the Game" and then click on the PDF symbol at the bottom of the page for the 2006 Laws of the Game or under the sub menu "Law Questions", then the sub sub menu "FIFA Laws of the Game 2006".  For the FIFA Questions and Answers 2006 these can be located by clicking the "Laws" drop down menu, then the sub menu "Law Questions" followed by the sub sub menu "FIFA Q & A 2006". Still labelled as 2005 pdf. Check the browser you are using.

4.3 PLEASE NOTE: The FIFA Laws of the Game and FIFA Q & A 2006 are the latest available and generally don't come into effect in Australia until 2007. Please refer to the E. & E. C. of GDSRA before following them as there are differences with what we are running with now.

4.4 The forum use is very quiet considering we are at the business end of the season.  Perhaps, the wet weather has dampened everyone’s participation.  There has been some discussion on the Kanga Cup and the concerns and problems with the cancelled rounds and catch up games. 

4.5 Average Statistics for July 2006 have risen a little even though our season has been disrupted by wet weather.  The statistics are as follows: Average hits per hour – 327 ; Average hits per day – 7,825; Average files per day – 3,364; Average pages per day – 610; Average visits per day – 181; Average Kbytes per day – 65,870; Total hits for July 2006 are as follows:

4.6 Total hits – 241,307; Total files – 103,623; Total pages – 18,843; Total visits – 5,643; Total Kbytes – 1,997,000

4.7 As to be expected “Online Appointments” is the most used page, followed by “On the Sidelines”, “Links”, “Referees Reports”, “Ground Locations and then “Handbook 2006”.

4.8 Countries Visiting Our Site (Traffic) in July 2006 are as follows: Australia – 86.42%; Ireland – 6.57%; United States – 4.41%; Hong Kong – 0.90%; Great Britain (UK) – 0.48%; Canada – 0.17%; Japan – 0.14%; New Zealand – 0.14%; France – 0.11%; Germany – 0.10%
; Poland – 0.06%; Thailand – 0.05%; Switzerland – 0.05%; Malaysia – 0.05%; Indonesia – 0.05%; Singapore – 0.03%; Ethiopia – 0.03%; Norway – 0.03%; Algeria – 0.02%; India – 0.02%; Denmark – 0.02%; Taiwan – 0.02%; Lebanon – 0.02%; Finland – 0.02%; Italy – 0.01%; Spain – 0.01%; Brazil – ; .01%; Pakistan – 0.01%; Argentina – 0.01%; Sweden – 0.01%.

4.9 Some new countries on the list plus paddy and my Irish relatives seem to still be visiting our site.
5. NSWSRI – 1st August 2006

5.1
Important that Referees do not get caught up in slanging matches with players, officials and spectators.

5.2 Some spots still available at Titles.  If any Branch has extras please let Ron know ASAP. Ron Beaumont has taken note that we would like to fill any extra spots and will advise us.

5.3 Registrar’s information is now due by 9th December 2007, for 2007.
5.4 Boys and girls youth league finals, if referee not paid on day, Branch to forward invoice to SNSW.

5.5 Management Committee is seeking a 16.5% increase in match fees for 2007. Don’t expect this %. We, as GDSRA are going to negotiate with GDSFA as to match fees

5.6 Class 2 field test candidates, could Branches send candidates details of local rules, such as substitutions, money, playing time, etc?  Can Branches make certain that candidates have experience at that level?  Can candidates bring blank send off reports just in case?

5.7 As with candidates for Titles, Branches must ensure they have YL experience.

5.8 Facsimile number for send off reports to Soccer NSW is 88144483, email Olivia.goldstrong@soccernsw.com.au
7.
GDSFA Judiciary

7.1
Nil

8.
GDSFA General Meetings 26th July 2006
8.1
Secretary:

· Meeting opened by Senior Vice President as Secretary was sick and absent.

· Presentation: Brendan Renaud, from Sydney FC, spoke about promotional activities with local associations at matches in the A League and at other times.

· Mini League/Familiarisation.

· Game before main game of 10’s to 12’s age group.  Granville/Canterbury Association day is Sunday 29/10/06 at the Perth Glory match. Familiarisation day is Tuesday 17/10/06 but to be confirmed.  Games will be 50-60 minutes duration and tickets, coaches pack, etc will be dropped off for the game day

· Hyundai Mat – provide 30 children (15 from each association) to play on the mate and wave flags around.  (90 general admission tickets would be available)

· Sydney FC Coaches Forum (Proposal & Feedback).  Commences 15 minutes post gates open and limited to 12 coaches per association.  Watch and learn warm ups and training etc.

· The association that is hosted by Sydney FC will receive a special group ticket offer for that specific game offer.  This is to be confirmed.

· Minutes of previous meeting moved and accepted.

· Trophies to be handed in now from last year.

· Teams to nominate their grounds for finals series now.

· Presentation Dinner numbers are needed now.

· Peter Wilson (Winston Hills) night at Blacktown – pleased attend and help the family.

· Lengthy discussions on options due to the bad weather and ground closures were had.  Motion by St Josephs and seconded by Ermington “If Round 17 is cancelled what Grounds are open are to be used to play catch ups of Rounds 12 and 15”.  Motion was passed.

· Granville Kewpie put up a motion which was seconded by St Johns that “We should play Round 18 and cancel Rounds 12 and 15 and not play any catch ups”

· Lidcombe Waratah amendment to this motion “If Round 18 is cancelled then Rounds 12 and 15 catch up games are to be played.  If Round 18 is run then Rounds 12 and 15 are cancelled”.  Motion was passed. 

· Discussion that this may lead to just one club deeming their ground not open which then allows that club to ensure their teams will play round 12 & 15 instead of having to play round 18 which may suit them. 

· Also noted that the GDSFA by-laws/constitution appear to have not been updated 2 years ago where if one game past round 16 is declared a partial washout, the whole round is declared a washout. Currently it reads something like 75% of games must be washed out to cancel the whole round.

· GDSFA advised that a draw for all Round 12 and 15 catch up games would be available on Friday allocated to the available grounds, which were not closed by councils.  It would appear that many Holroyd Council grounds would be available.  Clubs offering their grounds were Greystanes, Holroyd Rangers, Toongabbie and North Rocks.

· Options In Summary:

· As stipulated in the Granville Bylaws, games, which could not be played due to weather conditions, are normally to be made up within 2 weeks of the due date, except for rounds 17 and 18. Further, in the event that one ground is unavailable due to weather conditions on either Round 17 or 18, then the entire round in question is cancelled (on account of the need to set the finals series games immediately after Round 18).

· Due to the non-availability of many fields for Saturday 29th July, Round 17 has had to be cancelled and is replaced by any Round 12 and Round 15 make-up games that have yet to be played. The Round 12 and Round 15 make-up games are to be played on either Saturday 29th July or Sunday 30th July and the priority will be to achieve the completion of one or both rounds. Those teams with outstanding games will be notified by Friday evening of the venues and kick-off times.  In addition, teams that have make-up games for both Round 12 and 15 will be treated with priority and care.

· If Round 18  (Saturday 5th August) proceeds as planned and there are still outstanding Round 12 and Round 15 games, Round 12 and Round 15 will be cancelled and no competition points will be awarded for those rounds.

· If Round 18 (Saturday 5th August) is cancelled and there are still outstanding round 12 and 15 games, those outstanding games will be played over Saturday 5th August and Sunday 6th August at venues that are available at the time and, if the round(s) is (are) completed, those Round 12 and Round 15 results will stand.

· Irrespective of the final outcome, all of Round 12 and Round 15’s red and yellow cards issued (and all consequent penalties imposed) shall stand.

· All clubs agreed that finals were to be played as normal and options to be looked at if the weather prevented one or more week being played.

8.2
Treasurer:

· Cash on Hand $312,000.  With liabilities the Football Associations total net assets are $479,000.

· There are 135,000 players registered in NSW.  The association has over 11,500 registered players. Other associations membership numbers included: Canterbury (6,000), Manly, Gladesville, Kuringai, Southern Districts (11-13,000 each), Eastern Suburbs (6,000), Nepean (10,000), Central Coast (7,000), Illawarra (7,000), Blacktown (8,000), Sutherland (16,000), St George (6,000)

8.3
Registrar:

· All players must play a minimum of three games in their team to be eligible for the finals series.  One club had a concern as, due to wet weather and cancelled rounds; they had a player who has only played 2 games and would not be able to play in the finals if there were further cancelled rounds.

· Premier league clubs are to check that their players are eligible to play in the finals series in both reserve grade and first grade and to submit their lists to GDSFA. 

8.4
Senior Vice President:

· Clubs are still not sending player ID cards in when there has been a send off.

· Send off problems – Please ensure that ID Cards go with the team sheet or the player may get a longer period off the park because hearing will be delayed.

· There have been questions from club secretary’s “but the violent tackle wasn’t from behind,” as detailed in the send-off list. SVP advised that “from behind” no longer applies as the laws have changed.

8.5
Ladies Delegate (Junior Vice President):

· Nil Report as Julie Sykes was sick and not present.

8.6
GDSRA:

· Clubs and GDSFA were advised that there will be difficulties in having to re-allocate referees for Saturdays and Sundays catch up games due to the short notice and lateness of getting the revisions.  I stressed that we would do our best to organise coverage.

· Complaint from Winston Hills that GDSRA referees are allowing swearing in ladies games and not dealing with it.  I advised that if a club/s have any problem with GDSRA members then they should contact Jeff McGeorge or Joe Rovella.

· Winston Hills and Holroyd Rangers complained that GDSRA invoices are not itemised as they previously were. They need all games that they are paying for shown on the invoice.  I advised that I would inform the Treasurer of their wishes. It was noted that this was raised at the last GDSFA meeting and appears to have not been actioned.

· Cheque received from Winston Hills for $6,500+.  To be forwarded to the Treasurer GDSRA.  As stated they had paid it but were not happy with it not being itemised.

8.7
General Business:

· Discussion on Kellyville/Baulkham Hills problem in U11/1’s with a player not on the team sheet.  This went nowhere and no clear result was obtained.

· Zero Tolerance Policy was discussed and details were to be looked at clarifying some points of it.

· Ken Bray spoke about Full Time association staff being employed.  It was agreed that this be progressed.  It was indicated that each player be charged in their fees $5.00 to fund this.

· North Rocks is having a U6 & U7 Roo Ball Gala Day on 6th August 2006 at North Rocks Park.  All clubs invited to enter teams.

· Discussion on developing an O40’s competition at some stage.

8.8
General Business:

· The Clubs and GDSFA MC have decided to cancel Round 17 due to the fact that at lease one ground or two grounds would be closed (bylaw states that only one has to be closed after round 16 for the round to be cancelled) and for those grounds that are open for the rest of the catch up games from Round 12 and 15 to be played over Saturday and Sunday.
· GDSFA will allocate a draw by Friday night so we can appoint referees.  I advised that this would be a difficult job considering having to ensure the correct qualified and experienced referee get the right games.  I also explained the amount of work that would be involved.
9.
Liaison Officer

9.1
Nil

10.
Equipment Officer

10.1
Nil

11.
Appointments

11.1
Several people assisted Phil until 11 o’clock last night. Players , coaches, manager were appointed first to accommodate those at certain grounds. If you did not advise Phil that you won’t be available then you were appointed. Let’s hope there are no more pullouts.

11.2
If there are games that only have 1 or no assistants then your help will be very much appreciated. 
12.
Ordinary Members

12.1
Nil

13.
Secretary

13.1 Nominations for positions on Committee etc close on 30th September 2006.  Notice will be issued to all members.

13.2 Are we going to help Kristian Griffiths-Jones with $1,000 for his participation in the Italian Exchange program with the ASRF? Moved to General Business

13.3 Reminders that the referee does not close a ground nor does the referee open a ground. As a referee you can only withdraw your services for the particular game that you have been appointed to. The words that you should use are “no I’m sorry this ground is not suitable to play THIS game.”
13.4 The security of your personal property. Unfortunately we had an incident where our referees gear was ransacked and several of our members lost possessions. Take as little as possible with you
14.
Treasurer

14.1
Nil
15.
Assistant Secretary

15.1 Nil.

16
The candidates who officiated at the Kanga Cup in Canberra to give a 5-minute talk each.

17
Education & Examination Subcommittee

17.1
Procedures for Final Series.

17.2
On the teamsheet record only penalties. Eg At then end of the game who won that game and how. If the game is a draw at the end of extra time and the home team wins on penalties you write 4(p) - 3

17.3
The teamsheet goes to the home team in tact. They will distribute it.

18.
General Business

18.1
Payments into your accounts next week.

18.2
Anticipate $35, 000 dollars in the bank plus $10,000 term deposit.

18.3
MOTION:  John 

  That GDSRA donate $500.00 to the Peter Wilson Charity Fund. 

  Seconded Jac van Bruinessan

Carried

18.4
13.2. Kristian Griffith Jones is a dual member of GDSRA and ASRF. The ASRF select 5 members who are developing etc go abroad to Italy on an exchange referee program to improve the skills of anyone that is chosen. This will definitely be a worthwhile experience. One of the 5 selected was Kristian.


Unfortunately the ASRF are short of funds and the candidates have been asked to put in some funds. Kristin has written to GDSRA MC to ask us for assistance. We as an MC felt it was necessary to seek the approval of the members as it is not something that has ever happened before.


MOTION: $1000 be approved    Moved by John Kemp   Seconded  John Bennett

           Motion put and motion carried.

18.5   This is the last meeting before the AGM. Nominations will be accepted up to

18.6   The Umbro Cup needs to be brought back to the Vice President.

18.7   All trophies must be returned to the President asap

18.8    Class 3

Nicholas Backo
James Watton

           GDSRA Badges
John Higgins

           Class 2

Ian Blackett

           Class 2

David Lambkin

           Class 1

John Gates


Raffle drawn Winners:

Kristian Griffith Jones & Warren Ballard

Meeting Closed 9.40 PM PM.  Next Meeting will be the AGM in October, notice will be issued.
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