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GRANVILLE DISTRICT SOCCER REFEREES ASSOCIATION Inc.

Formed in 1908 
Association No: Y1061210

Minutes of General Committee Meeting No: 02/2008
Venue: Merrylands Bowling Club - Date: 10th April 2008 commencing at approximately 7:30pm

1. Attendance & Apologies: As per attendance sheet.

2.
Branch Coach

2.1
Well we have had a lot of youth league trial games to referee at.  The Premier youth league panel has been finalised, and the referees issued with their uniforms.

2.2
The women’s premier league referees have had their first meeting, and the competition is under way now.

2.3
I hope that you have been doing trial games with your clubs and getting fit for our competition. Fitness in physical, as well as mental preparedness. 

2.4
We had our seminar on 15-3-08 at Merrylands bowling club 12-30 pm. This seminar was to give you information and have all your queries answered, and give you the new law interpretations.

2.5
New referee’s course well under way, with over 50 attendees. This is now completed

2.6
Equipment Officer is still waiting for your orders, for your new uniforms. Please give her some time to obtain the supplies.

2.7
Our competition should be under way by now, and I trust that you are all active, and give the appointment team a fair go with your availability.
3.
E&ESC – Meeting
3.1
We are running a crash/club referees course at Fred Caterson on Sat 29th March.

3.2
Breakup of candidates: 

	 
	14yo
	15yo
	16yo
	17yo
	18yo
	Sen
	Total

	Females
	3
	4
	1
	 
	2
	1
	11

	Males
	16
	13
	4
	1
	 
	7
	41


3.3
We had 17 adults attend the course on Sat afternoon 29th March, and it went pretty well. Amazing how much you can cram into a 12:30 - 04:30 session.

3.4
New candidate’s course was successfully completed on Mon 31 March at Carlingford West Public School. 55 people paid to attend, 54 turned up and successfully passed the examination, and approx 50 intend to join and referee.

3.5
Next course is scheduled to commence at Merrylands Bowling Club on Mon 5th May. A poster will be prepared and distributed to all clubs via G&DSFA in the next few days.

3.6
Club referees course was conducted at Fred Caterson on Sat 29 March, with 17 adults attending. They also all successfully passed the mini-exam and were presented with Certificates of Attainment.

3.7
Fitness tests were conducted on Fri 28 March and Sun 30 March, and some 50+ attended and passed. Further fitness tests will be conducted at Daniel St and/or Barton Park late April – dates to be confirmed.

3.8
Assessors Courses There is considerable confusion over Assessor courses. Clearly, FNSW want to conform to the FFA training directions and also control/deliver the various courses, but do not have the resources to do so. L3 Assessors course scheduled for Sat 11 April has been deferred. Following discussion with Steve Fenech, he will set a date for the rescheduled course on Thu 3rd April. His feeling is to hold it on a Sunday (towards end April?), so they can then go out and do some trial assessments. He may have a few branches attend. I offered to assist and organise a venue if required. He would also like Branch Coaches or someone from their education committees to also attend the course, so the branch can then present internally in the future. Venue & date to be advised.

3.8
L2 Assessors course: Joe has submitted list of names to FNSW for consideration. No details yet available re course schedule.

3.9
L1 & L2 Upgrades Clarification was sought from Steve Fenech re L1 & L2 Upgrade procedures, in light of following release:

· Effective 1 April 2008 all applicants for reclassification past FFA Level 3 will be required to apply in writing to the State Technical Committee outlining their current officiating history and indicating why they believe they should be considered for reclassification. 

· The State Technical Committee (STC) will then consider each application on its merits and either approve the application or refer the candidate back for further development. Additionally, each prospective candidate will have to complete the mandatory FFA Development Modules contained in the new national curriculum making FNSW referees fully compliant with FFA Policy.
3.10
FNSW will be delivering the L1 Upgrade courses.

3.11
For L2 Upgrades, FNSW do not currently have the resources to deliver centralised L2 courses, and (as we suspected), most NSW branches are faced with the same dilemma re lack of knowledge and experience with the FFA L2 course structure plus need for presentation capabilities

3.12
New candidate’s course was successfully completed on Mon 31 March at Carlingford West Public School. 55     people paid to attend, 54 turned up and successfully passed the examination, and approx 50 intend to join and referee.

3.13
One day course $35.00. Approved

3.14
Fitness tests. Friday 18th April 7:00PM Daniel Street. Sunday 20th at 9:00AM at Barton Park
· Juniors retire to their Session

4.
Minutes of Previous Meeting – No 01/2008 on 14th February 2008
· Moved:



Seconded: 

4.1
Matters arising:

5.
Webmaster

5.1
The new 2008 Handbook has been prepared by the secretary and is available on the website.  It can be found under the "Handbook" section of the web site.  Why not take a look so that you understand what is required for the 2008 season.  It has some interesting and valuable information.  This can be found by clicking on the drop down menu "Members Information".

5.2
The fitness test dates have been added to the website.  They are as follows:

· Friday 28th March, 2008 at 7.00 pm. - Daniel Street Park, Greystanes

· Sunday 30th March, 2008 at 9.00 am. -  Barton Park, North Parramatta

· Remaining date will be advised at the April General Meeting

· The actual test layout can be viewed by clicking on the button on the front page of the website. 

5.3
A fast track club referee’s course is being conducted at the Clubhouse at Fred Caterson Reserve on Saturday 29th March, 2008 starting at 12.30 pm and concluding at 5.00 pm.  The course fee is $50, which includes FIFA Law book, FIFA DVD Laws of the Game, and lecture notes covering each of the 17 laws.  The course will focus on the key and practical aspects that an unofficial referee needs to know and understand.  There will also be a short examination at the conclusion of the course to qualify for a certificate.  Information about the course can be obtained by clicking on the "Next Course" button on the front page of the GDSRA website.  

5.4
The changes in the laws set down by the 2008 IFAB annual general meeting in Gleneagles Scotland (only relevant to our 2009 season) have been added to the website as a PDF File.  This can be found by clicking on the “Law Changes 2008” button on the front page.  PLEASE NOTE: These Law Changes are the latest available and generally won't come into effect in Australia until 2009.

5.5
Please refer to the E. & E. C. of GDSRA before following or adopting them as there are differences with what we are running with now. Note: You will need an Adobe Reader loaded on your computer as these files are in PDF format.

5.6
The Football Federation of Australia has approached grass roots Associations to introduce "Small Sided Games" (SSG) for young players. The GDSFA has welcomed the new initiative and has decided to run the Association-organised Under 6 season in this format.   FFA has produced two publications on this initiative - one a "parents information guide" and the other a "small sided games handbook".  To view these go to "Members Information" on the drop down menu bar and then click on the sub menu "Referees Documents" followed by sub sub menu "Other Documents and Articles"; then click on the PDF symbol next to publication required.  Note: You will need an Adobe Reader loaded on your computer as these files are in PDF format.

5.7
The Football Coaches Education program has been added to the website for interest and those referees who also hold coaching certificates and licences.  To view this go to "Members Information" on the drop down menu bar and then click on the sub menu "Referees Documents" followed by sub sub menu "Other Documents and Articles"; then click on the PDF symbol next to this area.  Note: You will need an Adobe Reader loaded on your computer as these files are in PDF format.  

5.8
The forum is still relatively quiet and slow which is very disappointing considering the season is about to commence.  Could we have a few more members utilising this resource please?  Average Statistics for March 2008 are down on February which again is disappointing considering our season is about to begin although our site hits have increased a little.  The statistics are as follows: Average hits per hour – 126; Average hits per day – 3,036; Average files per day – 1,895; Average pages per day – 269; Average visits per day – 131; Average Kbytes per day – 71,893.  Total hits for March 2008 are as follows: Total hits – 94,118; Total files – 58,749; Total pages – 8,360; Total visits – 4,067; Total Kbytes – 2,190,037

5.9
“Ground Locations” was the most visited page, followed by “Online Shop”, “History”, “Updates”, “and 2007 Handbook ”,“ Appointment Instructions ”,“ History of the Whistle ”,“ Laws of the Game 2007 ”,“ Committee and Links”.

5.10
Countries Visiting Our Site (Traffic) in March, 2008 are as follows:


Australia – 51.89%; Ireland – 29.07%; United States – 14.52%; Great Britain (UK) – 1.21%; France – 0.92%; Czechoslovakia – 0.37%; Sweden – 0.36%; Canada – 0.35%; Hong Kong – 0.31%; Spain – 0.25%; Hungary – 0.22%; New Zealand – 0.07%; Italy – 0.07%; Poland – 0.06%; Philippines – 0.05%; Germany – 0.04%; South Africa – 0.03%; Netherlands – 0.03%; Romania – 0.03%; Finland – 0.02%; Nigeria – 0.02%; Norway – 0.02%; Turkey – 0.02%; Jamaica – 0.01%; Denmark – 0.01%; Greece – 0.01%; Qatar – 0.01%; Taiwan – 0.01%; Egypt – 0.01%; Jordan – 0.01%.

5.11 A disappointing usage by Australia at only 52% and for the second month in a row Paddy and his Irish Referees are certainly using our resource very well (29%).  It is good to see Greece has discovered us again with 14 visitors this month.  Now that the season is about to commence I would hope that the sites usage increases in Australia especially with our own members.

5.12
Good luck to all GDSRA members in their games for the 2008 season and good luck to referees worldwide especially those utilising our website resource.

6.
NSWSRI – 1st April 2008
6.1
To be reported.
7.
Football NSW

7.1
Nil.
8.
GDSFA Judiciary

8.1
Procedures for juniors and other members attending Judiciary.

8.2
Recently had an issue with a junior at Judiciary and procedures need to be discussed.

8.3
An email was sent to Joel & Marissa to attend Judiciary and they were told to contact Joe Rovella.

8.4
GDSRA needs to develop a process that relates to officials attending Judiciary hearings. Joe Rovella to action

8.5
We need to look at a process of tracking results of incidents & send offs that affect a referee. Joe Rovella to action

8.6
When determining who should go with a referee can we think about the Vice President be nominated  Communication must be sent to the appropriate Ordinary member be advised.
9.
GDSFA General Meeting – 31st March 2008
9.1
Discussion on draw and make up of O35 Div 1 comp.
9.2
Loss of ground at Commercial Road.

9.3
ID Cared, if not available for Rd 1 allow to play.

9.4
Ladies Cup Games to commence on 28th May 2008.

9.5
New Team Sheet introduced after discussion moved to be adopted from Rd 2.  However some concerns expressed.  GDSRA to seek meeting with GDSFA MC to discuss.
10.
Liaison Officer

10.1
Approved Parramatta Leagues has been tentatively booked for 240 sit down dinner.  $440.00 deposit needed within 2 weeks.
11.
Equipment Officer

11.1
Discussion on procedures for purchase of equipment.
12.
Appointments

12.1
Still no draw and not certain when it may be available.
13.
Ordinary Members

13.1
We will notify juniors that they are not permitted to attend Judiciary unless accompanied by a senior member of GDSRA. This matter has already been raised by Joe Rovella with GDSFA Management.
14.
Secretary

14.1
I have removed the following 29 members from the register as not renewing for 2008:

· Solomon Alefi; Philip Banks, David Bradshaw, Adam Burden, Andrew Burden, Nicholas Busz, Campbell Maurice; Frank Cheung, Carissa Clarke, Lia-Renee Clarke, Mark Couri, Deare Steven; James Donnelly, Douglas Robert; Duckworth James; Mark Edwards, Emerson Benjamin; Milo Gajin, Ryan Gribble, Ryan Hammond, Scott Hatfield (Snr), Scott Hatfield (jnr), Codie Jones, Issa Katanasho, Lui William; Batsirai Maringehosi, Massey Phillip; McCracken Emily; McLoughlin Peter; Morgan Ryan; Morris Laura; Rolfe Dale; Jade Staric, Serdar Kemal; Smith Matt; Tam Michelle; Gavin Wareham, Scott Waterhouse, James Watton

14.2
AAGM will be held in May.
15.
Treasurer

15.1
2007 Annual statement presented.
16.
Assistant Secretary

16.1
Nil
17
Child Protection Officer

17.1
All renewing members required to complete attachments 4 and 5.

18.
General Business

18.1


Raffle drawn - Winners:

Meeting Closed 21.40 PM 

Next meeting 8th May 2008
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