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Message from Football Federation Australia

Football Federation Australia (FFA) is recognised by the Australian Sports Commission (ASC) as Football’s National Sporting Organisation (NSO). Training programs for referees, inspectors and instructors [also known as program presenters] have been developed by FFA. They have been registered under ASC’s National Officiating Accreditation Scheme (NOAS). These programs are the only recognised development programs for match officials and are well established throughout Australia’s Football community.

NOAS, FFA and Updating

FFA has developed updating requirements for all its match officials. They are based on ASC’s NOAS policies and recommendations. Updating is an important process aimed at developing the national standard of officiating and ensuring the provision of quality refereeing at all levels of the game. 

To achieve FFA re-accreditation a range of activities must be undertaken by officials during the currency of their FFA accreditation licence. These will assist officials to keep up to date with such elements as the latest laws, interpretations, officiating techniques, strategies, policies, risk management, legal responsibilities and expectations. This continuous education also provides developmental pathways and programs for all officials and is essential for the well-being and development of Football. 

Updating also supports the maintenance of FFA’s register of active officials and their qualifications. The updating requirements and procedures are flexible, simple, designed to meet Football’s needs, and professional in orientation.
FFA accreditation 
FFA accreditation acknowledges that the holder is recognised as an active match official – Referee, Referee Assessor, or Referee Instructor. This does not include graduates of the Laws of the Game certificate or Futsal Laws of the Game certificate programs. 

Accreditation is valid for up to four years. For example accreditation dated 17 February 2011 will expire on 31 December 2014.
Reaccreditation Requirements

To renew accreditation applicants have to upgrade their qualifications or provide evidence that they have undertaken required activities as well as being active during at least 2 of the 4 years of their accreditation. 

There are two methods to achieve reaccreditation: 

1. Upgrading accreditation to the next level program; or 

2. Undertake the required activities [refer table on next page] to renew accreditation. 

These required activities are accumulated over the period of a member’s accreditation – i.e. up to 4 years.
	FFA Qualification
	Active officiating (minimum)
	Attend branch coaching sessions *
	Pass LOTG exam
	Additional requirements

	Level 4 Junior Referee 
	24 hours 
	12 times 
	Not required 
	Not required 

	Level 3 Adult Referee 
	48 hours 
	12 times 
	Annually 
	Not required 

	Level 3 Futsal Adult Referee 
	48 hours 
	12 times 
	Annually 
	Not required 

	Level 2 Senior Referee 
	72 hours 
	16 times 
	Annually 
	Pass match assessment annually 

	Level 1 Elite Referee 
	96 hours 
	16 times 
	Annually 
	Pass match assessment annually 

	Level 3 Community Assessor 
	24 hours 
	16 times 
	Annually 
	Review of 1 match report annually 

	Level 2 Senior Assessor 
	48 hours 
	16 times 
	Annually 
	Review of 2 match reports annually 

	Level 1 Elite Assessor 
	72 hours 
	16 times 
	Annually 
	Review of 3 match reports annually 

	Level 3 Community Instructor 
	24 hours 
	12 times 
	Annually 
	Renewal on recommendation of MFs Technical Committee 

	Level 2 Senior Instructor 
	48 hours 
	16 times 
	Annually 
	Renewal on recommendation of MFs Technical Committee 

	
	
	
	
	


* Coaching sessions may include the formal Referee group’s pre-season seminar.
Log Book
A Log Book is available to accredited match officials as part of FFA’s Laws of the Game publication. It is recommended that activities are recorded as they occur, or are recorded in summary form at frequent intervals. Match officials must be active during at least 2 of the 4 years of their accreditation period. This not only ensures their currency, but also recognises that some officials could be inactive for up to two of these four years.
Using the log book
The FFA log book is an essential tool in the re-accreditation process. Officials should record and date a summary of relevant and acceptable activities drawn from both of the above groupings.  

The log book may also provide evidence of experience gained should an application for recognition of prior learning towards a new accreditation be submitted.

If attending an approved updating activity fill in the appropriate details and obtain the signature of the coordinator and/or an official stamp of the organising body.

FFA wishes its officials all the best in their endeavours to provide a quality service to all our colleagues in the football family.

Referee Group
The term referee group or referee body refers generically to local associations, branches, refereeing bodies and similar organisations. 

‘Recognised’ indicates that the group is officially recognised and/or affiliated to a Member Federation and therefore recognised by FFA. 

It should be noted that members of referee groups not recognised by FFA have no access to FFA certification and accreditation, training programs, tournaments, match official panels, or any other FFA initiatives and support.
	Date
	Activity
	Location
	Hours
	Coordinator Signature or Stamp
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