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The Treatment of Injured Players

Recent comments and inquiries have made it apparent that it would be timely to remind match officials of the expectations of Football NSW in relation to this important issue.

Firstly, it is worth reiterating that Football NSW expects that slightly different (more cautious) standards will apply when dealing with injuries involving junior players as opposed to those used in the senior competitions where those players display greater ability to communicate their level of injury.

Where a junior player sustains an injury during a match the referee is required to stop the match as quickly as possible in order that the injury to the child can be assessed in an expedient manner.  Where a junior player sustains ANY type of head injury play is to be stopped immediately to allow the injury to be assessed.  Treatment for the injury may take place on the field of play.

Where it was necessary to stop play to have the injury assessed without an offence having been committed the referee will, of course restart play with a “drop ball” from the place where the ball was when play was stopped.  In the case of the injury occurring during and incident that has resulted in the stoppage of play for a breech of the Laws of the Game play will be restarted as dictated by the breech of the Laws.  The position of the restart will, of course always be subject to the overriding conditions of Law 8.

The player WILL be required to leave the field of play following completion of the treatment for his/her injury.
Where a player in a match under the direct control of FNSW (i.e. PL/SL/Div 1 – 3 and Youth League competitions) sustains an injury match officials are advised to have the player assessed as soon as is physically possible unless it is obvious to the match official that the player is seriously injured or has suffered a blow to the head.  In such cases play should be stopped immediately.  Two team officials will be allowed to enter the field of play to assess the injury and where possible the player should be removed from the field of play.  Where this is not possible the player may be treated on the field of play. 
The injured player WILL be required to leave the field of play at the conclusion of his treatment unless he/she is to be immediately substituted.  The treatment of injuries where blood is present will be in strictly accordance with the Laws of the Game.
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