FFA CERTIFICATES AND UPDATING PROCEDURES
Introduction
Your FFA Certificate acknowledges that you are recognised as an active match official [referee, referee inspector or referee instructor]. All FFA Training Programs except Referee Level 5 are registered with the Australian Sports Commission’s National Officiating Accreditation Scheme.  Your Certificate shows an expiry date, usually up to four years from the date of issue. To be able to qualify for a further certificate when the current one expires you need to undertake and record a range of activities during your Certificate’s currency. This updating process is required by both the FFA and NOAS. You have a choice of up to three methods. They are: repeat the same status program; gain promotion by completing the next level program, if available; or undertake and record the required hours of specified activities. The latter is the most usual method.  

You should have little difficulty in meeting FFA’s updating requirements. The procedures are flexible, relatively simple and are designed to meet the needs of our sport. The ASC guidelines recommend total hours and broad categories of updating activities. They have been adapted to suit our needs.

Hours required to renew your certificate
FFA has three groups of programs. They are numbered from introductory [Level 4 or 3 or 2] to the highest qualification [Level 1].  FFA has broadly adopted the ASC guidelines to set the hours of activities you need to complete. They range from 24 - 48 hours [introductory level qualifications] to 72 - 96 hours [senior level qualifications] over the life of your Certificate. 

A key tool is the use of a Log. This will be issued to you by FFA. You should record your activities in your Log as they occur - it’s easy to forget activities if you don’t do this each time you are active. You are required to be ‘active’ during at least two of the four years of your Certificate’s currency. This reflects the needs of officials who have to be, or choose to be, inactive for up to two years of their four years Certificate period. 

The specified hours range from an average of 6 hours to 24 hours of activities per year averaged over four years. These requirements are reasonable, achievable and sensibly professional in orientation.  They can be expected to enhance the status and reputation of FFA officials.
Table: ffa programs and minimum hours of activities to renew certificate 
ffa qualifications                                     minimum upgrade hours                                       4 Hours   48 Hours   72 Hours   96 Hours
Referee 4                                     Yes               -                  -                 -  
Referee 3                                        -               Yes               -                 -
Referee 2                                        -                  -               Yes              -
Referee 1                                        -                  -                  -              Yes
Inspector 3                                  Yes               -                  -                 - 
Inspector 2                                     -                  -               Yes              - 
Inspector 1                                     -                  -                  -              Yes
Instructor 2                                 Yes               -                  -                 -           
Instructor 1                                    -                  -               Yes              -    
  

Up to 75% percent of the above updating hours may be logged from ‘officiating activities’ [that is: refereeing; inspecting; instructing/coaching]. A minimum of 25% percent of the hours are logged from a wide range of ‘other activities’ as described in the last section, below.
 

Officiating activities

Examples of practical activities are: 


Referee 3 – log up to 36 hours of officiating; 

Referee 1 - log up to 72 hours of officiating [e.g.: this is about 36 x 90 mins games plus 30 minutes post-game reporting procedures];

Inspector 2 - log up to 54 hours observing referees, preparing and giving feedback;

Instructor 2 - log up to 18 hours instructing/coaching.
If your category isn’t shown above refer back to the Table. Approximately half of these practical hours must be signed off by an authorised colleague or official; the balance of the hours is self monitored. You are free to negotiate this procedure with your referee group.
 

Other activities
At least 25% of the required updating hours must be devoted to activities selected from the suggested listing, below. You should undertake these activities during at least two of the four years currency of your Certificate. In general the activities are logged and signed off by an authorised officer. There is no required maximum or minimum number of hours to be spent on any one activity. You are also encouraged to suggest additional activities of particular interest and relevance to you and your particular Football role. Approved activities include:
       Attend coaching sessions, courses, seminars - local, regional, state, national
       Directed observation of a senior colleague [e.g. HAL referee, State League Referee)] 
       Observation of colleagues and provision of feedback [e.g. Instructor 2 observing Instructor 1 at work; or Level 1 Ref watching a Level 3 colleague]
       Mentor a colleague; supervise colleagues’ activities
       Join and participate in Referee Association
       Read articles and books on refereeing – log summaries, findings, comments
       Write articles 
       Formal tertiary/TAFE sports-related education, including external courses and units
       Leadership and communication courses
       Appropriate Sports Medicine Australia courses
       Appropriate ASC and State Recreation and Sport units and courses
       Recognised First Aid course
       Other activities as negotiated with your referee group 
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